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TOKYO.— HannniKato ismadat 
Bill Clinton and thinks fee president and 
everyone else is the United States 
should vbntt ont of Jiao’s financial 
problems. 

- Bat Thursday evening, as she walked 
out of the television studio where Mr. 
Clinton held one of his trademark 
‘townmeet^s, ” she pronoiihoed her- 
self smitten: 5 Tonight, I feltthe magic 
of Clinton. ” 

: Tie was not trying to bea legman; he 
JjHfli min I f II w liilTiTi i T iiu ~~i n 
TCKyo office wcricer. “Wewere surprised 
that he could answerafl ofoor questions. 
No Japanese politician could do feat” 

; It was a remarkable convergence of 
political cutares on nationally tdevised 
display. Mr. OintoalHoaghf ids signature 
brand af personal banter — he said he 
loves Kirm beerandsnshi -—and policy 
semweettes to a nation accustomed to 
austere reserve and Hate 1 wooing knowT 
edge of issues from its political leaders/ 
The audien ce of 125 people aptly re- . 
fleeted the mixed feelings fiiat many Jap- 
anese these days have abort die United 
States and its leader, who is making his 
first visit here imnore than two years. 
The first questions were polite to the 
it of fawning: How did Mr. Clinton 







MSfrSil 

vXiV^-' ,’fJe. 



He Charges 
The ‘Search 
For Truth’ 
Was Blocked 


By Brian Knowlton 

Iniemiiional Herald Tribune 


WASHINGTON — Kenneth StaiT, 
the independent counsel who has spent 
most of this year investigating the Mon- 
ica Lewinsky scandal, laid out his case 
for (he impeachment of President Bill 
Clinton on Thursday in a dramatic ap- 
pearance before the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

As the first and probably most im- 
portant witness in the third presidential 
impeachment inquiry in U.S. history. 


C^-gCibna/TV Iwwl IV, 


Luke FrnjVApaKc Ftmaee-brete 

BiD Clinton leading a televised town hall meeting with Japanese citizens in 
Tokyo on Thursday, the same day the independent counsel, Kenneth Starr, 
was sworn in before Hie House Judiciary Committee to testify on his call 
for impeachment over the president's relationship with Monica Lewinsky. 


Excerpts from Starr's testimony to 
House committee. Page 4. 


The Prosecutor’s 4- Year Pursuit of a ‘Pattern’ 


By Eric Schmitt 

New Tort Times Service 


president is outlined in the 58-page presentation that 

Thursday in his 


Je the pressure of his job? "What 

IdiatMrsJ 



was his favorite meal flat Mrs. Clinton 
cooked for him? {Chicken enchiladas.) 
But others revealed a clear undercurrent 
of grievance: Why was he favoring 
China over Japan? Why are Americans 
Dying to pry open Japanese agricultural 
■gmaikets at the expense of the Japanese 
ykriRy farmer? -i\ 

" And one homemaker * from- Osaka, 
proved that there are' some sqbjects he . 

; r-flnnitf; nvrffijiw- iiif. the Pa- - 

cific;“How did yon apoIog^-lbMis. 
Clio ton and Chelsea? 1 fed '! would 
never-, forgive my • husband for ' doing 
• thaL Did th^y reifly forgive you, Mr. 
President?” - . ' : ' 

j The audience gasped at what sortie 
Dfdt was art impertinent reference to the 
V controveisy over his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky, a former White House intern, 
but Mr. Clinton fespondbd curtfy: 

V Well, I d*dit in adirect and straight- 


WASHINGTON — Late last year, Kenneth Starr 
wrote a draft impeachment report centering on Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton's purported involvement in the 
complicated Whitewater land deal, but he decided not 
to said it to Congress. 

•The independent counsel shelved die report after 
concluding that the key witnesses accusing Mr. Clin- 
ton of wrongdoing were felons whose credibility was 

/^ledescription of what brought Mr. Starr and his 
prosecutors, to die brink of a confrontation with the 


the independent counsel delivered 
high-stakes appearance before the House Judiciary 
Committee in its impeachment inquiry. 

In his statement. Mr. Starr exonerates Mr. Clinton of 
personal culpability in several other inquiries, in- 
cluding the dismissal of the White House travel office 
staff and the administration's improper gathering of 
hundreds of FBI files on former Republican officials. 

But the independent counsel makes clear that the 
travel office investigation “is not terminated.” with 
an announcement of “decisions and actions soon." 
Mr. Starr also notes there are still “outstanding is- 
sues” involving one person in the FBI files matter. 


Mr. Starr's testimony represents the most detailed 
accounting of his investigations outside the Monica 
Lewinsky matter since his August 1994 appointment 
lit summing up the four-year. $40 million inquiry. 
Mr. Starr says. “The pattern of obstruction of justice, 
false statements and misuse of executive authority in the 
Lewinsky investigation did not occur in a vacuum.” 

As the prosecutor sought to show a pattern of 
obstruction and stonewalling by the Climon admin- 
istration, he emphasized, and reserved his strongest 
language for, the Arkansas land deal. 

The "basic outlines are well known. Madison Guar- 


See PROBE, Page 4 


Japan’s liberal Democrats Cut Deal With Defector 


Mr. Starr said Mr. Clinton had 
“thwarted the search for truth,” mis- 
used “the machinery of government” 
and thrown up "roadblocks and 
hurdles” to interfere with the prose- 
cutor’s work and that of lawyers in the 
PaoJa J ones sexual harassment lawsuit. 

The hearing also provided Democrats 
with their first opportunity to confront 
Mr. Starr, and their criticism was con- 
stant and piercing from the start 

They complained that the 30 minutes 
given to David Kendall, Mr. Clinton's 
lawyer, to question Mr. Stare was in- 
adequate. They frequently interrupted 
Mr. Stare's testimony with points of 
order, each of which a clearly impatient 
chairman. Representarive Henry Hyde, 
Republican of Illinois, overruled. 

The ranking Democrat on the com- 
mittee. Representative John Conyers of 
Michigan, called Mr. Stare a “federally 
paid sex policeman” and a “rogue at- 
torney.” 

The battle reflected a momcm of 


grave constitutional import, the greatest 

al < 


By Stephanie Strom 

New York Tima Service 


See CUNTON, Page 8 


TOKYO — *■' Politics took a turn to the usual here 
Thursday as the governing Liberal Democratic Party 
opted for political expedience and agreed to form a 
coalition government with its archenemy. Ichiro Oz- 
awa. and his Liberal Party. 

•- The- alliance will strengthen the party’s sway in 
Parliament, mollify its restive hard-liners and give it 
sure support in upcoming budget debates. 

“I am happy that we have agreed to work together 
an various policies with strong cooperation in fee 


parliamentary session and on the 1999 budget dis- 
cussion,” said Prime Minister Keizo Obuehi, who 
finalized the deal with Mr. Ozawa after three and a half 
hours of talks Thursday afternoon. 

But the agreement, to be formalized in January, 
leaves fee Liberal Democrats 1 1 votes short of a 
simple majority in the Upper House and may drive a 
wedge between the conservative and progressive 
wings of the party. 

Some observers said feat mtraparty bickering might 
further destabilize fee already splintered Libera] Demo- 
crats and divert their attention at a time when the country 
faces its most severe postwar economic downturn. 


“I think this will simply complicate the political 
decision-making process and waste lime,” said Take- 
shi Sasaki, a professor of political science at Tokyo 
University. 

Bui fee currency market look the alliance as a sign 
that the government would be able to push its agenda 
more smoothly. The yen gained against the dollar 
immediately after the coalition was announced. 

For Mr. Ozawa, the agreement is a stunning coup. A 
defector from the Liberal Democrats, he was 
threatened with political obscurity after his second 


See JAPAN, Page 8 



Ministers Endorse Stability Pact 


By Alan Friedman 

JaientatuaudHeraldTribune 


_ ROME — _ Oskar Lafontaine, Germany's" left-leaning , 
finance minister,' took a step toward fee political center. 
Thursday as heand Italy's treasury minister. Carlo Azegfio 

•« •- * j n v n.**..,* i. 



Pact, which requires fiscal rigor among the H nations that 
1 adopt fee European single currency on Jan. I. 

his first foreign visit to zne& his European 
l *s, Mr. Laforttaiae distanced himselffrom sug- 
gestions by other European officials that it might be nec- 
essary to soften fee terms .of fee Stability Pact in erd er to 
finance job-creation programs. 

Mr. Lafonoinc still strode familiar tbeme&,bowever, such as 
fee need to xnanagecnnoicy levels among fee euro, the dollar 
arri fee yen, and his view feat Europe had achieved sufficient 
price stability to allow for interest rates to drop farther, s* . 

Mr. Lafontaine’s trip took hrtn from Rome to London 
where he met Gordon Brown, Britain’s chancellor of fee 
Exchequer. Mr. Lafontaine and Mr. Brown announced two 
initiatives 33 Britain moved to deepen its rapport with Go- 
- — -■*“ Social Democratic government and rocrease British” 
eonEmcpean ecctoomkjpolkry-malong. (Pagel5) 
^ Interview, here, Mr. Lafontaine also said Germany 
‘open to discussing pan-European public spending on 



Masaiao SmbncouThe AmkoioI Pi««« 


Oskar Lafon tain e joined his Italian counterpart in 
Rome on Thursday in pledging fiscal discipline. 


investments feat would boost growth and employment” 
Among fee ideas Mr. Lafontaine said were worth considering 
was the issuance of Eurobonds to finance trans-European 
infrastructure investments similar to those proposed at fee 


See LAFONTAINE, Page 8 


West Bank Transfer Wins 
Final Approval by Israel 


By Deborah Sontag 

Nn- York Times Sen ict 


JERUSALEM — Israel will start 
transferring 500 square kilometers of 
the northern West Bank to Palestinian 
control by early Friday morning after its 
cabinet gave final clearance on Thurs- 
day to the first of three pullbacks under 
fee new peace plan. 

The Israeli Army is preparing to with- 
draw from 7 percent of the West Bank 
now under joint control and to transfer 2 
percent more to Palestinian civil con- 
trol. It is mostly rural land between 
Jenin and Nablus, sparsely populated, 
with about 30 villages and towns. 

In Kabatia, one of two large towns 
there, fee mayor. Muhammad Ibrahim 
Abu Rab, said there were no specific 
plans yet for a celebration. No one knew 
what would happen and when it would 
happen, he said. 

The town of 17,000 residents is 
already under Palestinian civil control, 
but the Israelis will turn security control 
over to fee Palestinian police. Since fee 
Israelis do not operate a base there, 
however, there will be no visible with- 


drawal. “We won’t be able to tell feat 
we are liberated until we get a call from 
fee Palestinian authorities,” Mr. Abu 
Rab said. 

“When we get the instructions, then 
we will hold a rally and decorate the 
town. Everyone is waiting for this, wait- 
ing to be free of fee Israelis. The troops 
have made their last raids here, their last 
arrests.” 

The governor of fee Jenin region. 
Zuhair Manasra, said that Israeli and 
Palestinian officials would tour the area 
together Friday, marking borders and 
deciding where checkpoints will be 
placed. 

It will be Israel’s first withdrawal 
from the West Bank since it pulled out 
of most of fee now-divided town of 
Hebron in early 1997. 

The cabinet's go-ahead presented a 
clear sign that the carrying out of fee 
peace plan was under way after weeks 
of delay and bellicose rhetoric. 

The ministers, however, granted only 
lukewarm backing to fee first ^ withdraw- 
al, fee latest indication of Prime Min- 


test of fee countiy's fundamental demo- 
cratic institutions, but at same time an 
intensely partisan exercise. The 35-per- 
son committee comprises 20 Repub- 
licans and 15 Democrats. 

Every major television network car- 
ried at least the start of Mr. Starr's 2- 
hour 12-minute presentation live. 

It was the best opportunity the former 
federal judge has had to lay out his case 
against the president and he did so in a 
clear and methodical, if professorial and 
sometimes dry. fashion. His present- 
ation included no new charges against 
Mr. Clinton, whose presidency had 
seemed in peril when allegations first 
surfaced in January of his Intimate re- 
lationship wife Ms. Lewinsky, a former 
White House intern. 

Mr. Starr did acknowledge publicly 
for fee first time feat his investigation, 
which began more than four years ago, 
had not found sufficient evidence to 
accuse Mr. Clinton of criminal mis- 
doing in the Whitewater land venture, 
which led to fee opening of his inquiry 
four years ago, or in fee so-called 
Travelgate or Filegate cases. 

He also defended himself and his of- 
fice at length against the charges from the 
White House and Clinton surrogates that 
his was a politically motivated crusade to 
blacken fee name of a popular president. 

Given “the hurricane-force political 
winds swirling about us,” he said, crit- 
icism had been inevitable if, he added, 
unfair. 

“Any suggestion that fee men and 
women of our office wife whom 1 am 
privileged to serve enjoyed or relished 
this investigation is wrong,” Mr. Stan- 
said. “It is nonsense.” 

But Democrats clearly relished then- 
first chance to question the independent 
counsel. The unrelenting attacks on Mr. 
Starr and fee whole process appeared cal- 
culated to underscore for television view- 
ers a sense that the Republican-led im- 
peachment push was partisan and unfair. 

Greg Craig, an attorney for Mr. Clin- 
ton, said after Mr. Starr's presentation, 
“The process unfortunately remains 
bitterly partisan, and in our view pro- 


See ISRAEL. Page 8 


See PANEL, Page 4 
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. BEDING — Scientists have calcu- 
lated for fee first time fee devastating 
health toil of cigarette smoking in China 
and. declared fee country to be on the 
verge af a major epidemic of smoking- 
related, deaths feat they said may well 
kill one in feiee Chinese men. 

In.a country where 70 percent of men 
smoke, dare tire now 2,000 smoking- 
rehted deaths a day, more than any other 
QDunhy in fee world, the researchers sakL 


a Chinese researcher now based at Ox- 
ford University, said at a press con- 
ference in Beijing. “And China is still in 
the early stages of fee epidemic.' * 

In two papers being published Friday 
the British Medical Journal, researcb- 


in 


U.S. tobacco pact criticized. Page 3. 




. And feat number may increase to 8,000 a 
;oft 


day by fee middle of the next century. 

“There is an unprecedented epidemic 
of smoking deaths,'* Chen Zhengming, 


era from China. Britain and fee United 
States outline the emerging epidemic 
with abundant statistics. 

For example: In China, middle-aged 
smokers arc three times as likely to get 
lung cancer as nonsmokers. They are 
twice as likely to die of tuberculosis. 

Today, more than 12 percent of 
deaths among men are related lo 


smoking, and the number is increasing. 

The studies, which involved interview- 
ing more than a million people scattered 
across China, represent an impressive 
technical achievement — the largest epi- 
demiological study ever to examine the 
connection between cigarettes and death. 

But more importantly, their authors, 
mostly doctors from China’s prestigious 
medical academies, hope this bleak and 
very specific picture of fee devastating 
effect cigarettes are having in their 
homeland .will energize China’s nascent 
anti-smoking campaign, much as fee 
1964 U.S. Surgeon General * Report 
Opened Americans’ eyes to the hazards. 

In China, “most people don t under- 


See SMOKE, Page 8 
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Turkish Legislators 
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ANKARA t.AP) — Parliament de- 
cided Thursday to proceed wife a 
confidence vote next week that is 
expected to topple fee Turkish gov- 
ernment. 

The vore on whether to hold a vole 
was 31 1 to 213, a signal feat Prime 
Minister Mesm Yibnaz's minority 
coalition is unlikely to survive fee 
confidence morion. It wiU take only 
276 votes to topple his government 

Parliament will debate the motion 
Monday and vote Wednesday. 

The opposition accuses Mr. Yilmaz 
of having ties to organized crime and 
tampering wife fee privatization of a 
state bank. He denies fee charges. 

Ankara rebuffs Rome. Page 0. 
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'Dumped Wives Club' / Question of Immunity 


Divorced Spouses Fight UN ’ s Deadbeat Dads 


Uniting Saddam’s Foes: 
U.S. Ponders the Puzzle 


N EW YORK — They are mothers and 
grandmothers from Africa. Europe. Ahia 
and the United States, now scattered 
throughout New York, and every month 
they meet in a First Avenue conference room across 
from the United Nations. They call themselves the 
UN Family Rights Committee, but one woman says 
"the dumped wives club*' is more accurate. 

They are estranged or divorced spouses of UN 
employees, women who followed their husbands to 
postings around the world and are chasing after 
them once again. The agenda ar their meetings 
rarely changes. 

Some cannot collect unpaid support orders from 
U.S. and foreign courts because the United Nations 
blocks them from doing so. Most are not entitled to 
a share of their former husbands' pensions, again 
because of UN policy. 

One woman, a native of the Middie East, lives in 
a Manhattan rooming house. Her husband, a UN 
diplomat, left her after 40 years of marriage. She won 
a support order, but knows she may never collect. 

Another woman. Audrey Camp Nekunam. a 71- 
vear-oJd American, has unsuccessfully tried to col- 
lect court-ordered support since her husband, a 
native of Iran, left their Westchester County home 
26 years ago. 

“I came out of the marriage an older woman who 
is no longer attractive, either for marriage or for 
jobs. wittia resume with nothing 1 could put on it but 
housework." Ms. Nekunam said. “As an Amer- 
ican. 1 can sue. I have rights to his pension and his 
wages, f gave these American rights up when I 
married a UNer. I became his ward." 

Divorce is rarely simple, nor is it always Fair, but 
these women have discovered it can be uniquely- 
devastating fora spouse of a UN staff member. Had 
Ms. Nekunam ‘s former husband not worked at the 
United Nations, a court could have garnisheed his 
wages. But the organization is exempt from legal 
process and refuses to execute family court orders, 
so that while most of its divorced employees do pay 


By Jim Yurdley 

Aim- V-'ti Turns Sen hc 


By James Risen 
and Barbara Crossette 
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eranon Act, the .president has until the 
end of January; to announce which 
groups will receive U.S. support. ■ . 

Republicans in Congress say they are 
not convinced that the White Honse.is 


wA^mvnmN — The Clinton ad- -not convinced that tne wane 
.-wed 

Bcassissii is s KMSSKwSSS 


the opposition groups so weaK ana ai- 
vided andpenetratedby Iraqi agentsthat 
it is uncertain how to-form a united front 
capable of toppling Saddam Hussein; . 

President Bfll Clinton caught the disr 
sident groups and even some U.S: of- 


commitment to overthrow Saddam, 
said a senior Republican Senate aide. 
“And that’s the purpose of the act/’ 
Some Iraqi dissident group, which 
are divided across ethnic and sectarian 


fS mf-guard to weekend Wnte ' Ita. “J MU, £ 
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gevemSH Afti ebSrting a planned Congress have tate.soppon nw<£ 
air strike, he said the administration thecounny. • 

would do moreto support “forces of ■ Weapon InspectionsGmti»ue 
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Audre-v Camp Nekunam in her apartment with the few pieces of furniture her husband left her. 


their family obligations, those who do not enjoy a 
measure of protection. 


measure of protection. 

Diana Boemstein. a lawyer formerly with the UN 
legal department who now advises the spouses’ 
group. said the United Nations' immunity priv- 
ileges were important and "were drawn up for a 
good purpose." 

“But they were never meant," she said, "to 


The Clinton administration considers the prob- 
lem significant enough to apply pressure. In July, 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright took the 
unusual step of sending a diplomatic note urging 
international organizations to comply voluntarily 
with family court orders. But a Stale Department 
official conceded that the United States' credibility 
on the issue was compromised by its own failure to 
pay its dues to the United Nations. 

For decades, even some LIN officials now con- 
cede. the organization essentially ignored divorced 
spouses. One of the few benefits the United Nations 
did provide rhese women struck them as somewhat 
callous: a one-way airplane ticket home. The 
spouses lost medical insurance and. in some cases, 
educational grants for their children. 

Foreign spouses were also vulnerable to im- 
migration laws, facing possible deportation within 
60 days of divorce, even if they had lived in New 
York for years and had borne children. 


T HIS month, a committee of the UN General 
Assembly has begun considering changes 
that for the first time could provide a small 
pension to some divorced spouses. For 20 
years, the voting board, currently 28 men and five 
women, that controls the S20 billion LIN pension fund 
had rejected aJJ such proposals, even though pensions 
have become a commonly divided divorce asset. 

"The whole rules and regulations of the pension 
fund." Ms. Boemstein said, "reflect a view of the 
world that went out after World War n." 

Bui rhe current proposal contains a catch. A 


protect diplomats from their own families." 
UN officials fear that waivinu immunity. » 


UN officials fear that waiving immunity, even in 
family court cases, could establish a precedent weak- 
ening the organization’s independence. But they say 
they have reduced the number of unpaid support 
cases to a handful by threatening problem employees 
with unspecified "disciplinary actions.” 

The precise number of affected spouses is un- 
certain. and a subject of heated debate. The family 
righrs committee and its advisers estimate that more 
than 100. nearly all of them women, live in met- 
ropolitan New York, and hundreds more are around 
the world. The attendance at the monthly meetings 
is 20 to 30. 

They say the United Nations’ estimate of a hand- 
ful does not account for women like Ms. Nekunam. 
whose case is considered dosed because her hus- 
band is retired. 


spouse receives a share of the pension only if her 
former husband, the employee, agrees. Many of 


ormer husband, the employee, agrees. Many of 
hese women cannot even find their former hus- 


these women cannot even find their former hus- 
bands. and few believe they would consent. 

"That's like asking the .American public if they 
want to pay income taxes." -said Suzanne Colt, a 
lawyer who represents several UN spouses. 

Ms. Nekunam lives on the Bronx River Parkway 
in a rent-stabilized apartment. She lived in a three- 
bedroom house in the Westchester community of 


Harrsdaie until 1 972, when she returned home from 
an art class and discovered her husband and half of 
their furniture gone. 

About a year later, she received a document from 
Iran notifying her that her husband, Ali Nekunam, 
had been granted a divorce in Tehran in her absence. 
The Iranian court had not awarded any support for 
her. 

The S200-a-week support order she received 
from a Westchester family court in 1973 was use- 
less. Within months, her husband transferred to 
another UN agency in Austria. He never paid spous- 
al support, nor did UN officials garnish his pay. 

“I had greater hopes for the UN." Ms. Nekunam 
said. "We joined the UN when it was young, and 
everybody had high hopes. That’s the last orga- 
nization that should be against women. For heav- 
en’s sake, what is the LIN ail about?" 

With no income or job experience, she rented out 
the house in Westchester and worked as a textile 
artist in the garment district, never earning more 
than S 20 .000 a year. Her husband occasionally sent 
money to their three children while they were in 
school. Without a pension, she survives today on a 
S320 monthly Social Security check and the rent 
from her house, which she would not disclose. 

Her former husband's lawyer in New York, 
Joseph Marro, called Ms. Nekunam vindictive and 
said his client was on elderly retiree living modestly 
off his pension in Vienna. UN records show that Mr. 
Nekunam received a lump sum of $ 199,362 from his 
pension upon retiring in 1 982. He receives a monthly 
pension payment of about $4,700, records show. 

Because Mr. Nekunam has lived abroad for 25 
years, Mr. Marro contended that New York courts 
did not have jurisdiction. Wednesday, Ms. Nekun- 
am learned that a Yonkers Family Court judge had 
vacated a $70,000 judgment in her favor on the 
ground that the court did not have jurisdiction. Mr. 


air strike, he said the administration 
would do more to support “forces of 
change in Iraq.” ‘-"V 

Mr. Clinton also embraced a new law; 
that many in the Pentagon and his ad- 
ministration had criticized as a waste of 
money. It calls for Washington to 
provide. $97 million worth of military 
equipment and other resources to the. 
dissidents. 

Administration officials acknowl- 
edged that the president’s address sud- 
denly revived a policy that many, critics; 
believe had been on the back burner.' 
Indeed, the president's announcement 
came weeks after the top U.S. coca-, 
mander in the gulf. General Anthony. 
Zinni, dismissed the new Jaw. “I don’t 
think these things have been thought 
out," he said. 

Now the White House and State De-!’ 
partment are moving quickly to-try to 
nil in the blanks. 

And some of the Iraqi groups them- 
selves have misgivings about new U S. 
backing. Leaders of some of the smaller 
groups say the United States may do 
tittle but revive discredited projects that 
lack popular support inside Iraq. 

. Soon after the president’s address. 


yrnfu™ 


UN disarmament experts pressed 
ahead with weapons inspections on 
Thursday as Iraq scoffed at President 
Clinton’s calls for the overthrow of Mr. 
Saddam, Agence France-Presse report- 
ed from Baghdad. 

UN weapons inspectors fanned out for 
a second day Thursday to test pledges of 
cooperation given by Mr. Saddam that 
prompted Mr. Clinton to- abort massive 
military strikes against Iraq. • 

Iraq disclosed, meanwhile, thar For- 
eign Minister Mohammad Said Sahhaf 
had sent a letter to the UN secretary, 
general, Kofi Annan, on Tuesday re- 
newing calls for an end to survefllance 
flights by American U-2 planes over its 
territory. Mr. Sahhaf recalled that Bagto 
dad had asked UN weapons inspector, 
to use ‘.’Iraqi planes and not foreign 
planes to rule out any chance these 
aircraft are used to undermine Iraq ’s 
security and sovereignty." 

• Official Iraqi newspapers, such- as 
Ath Ttaawra. slammed Mr. Clinton on 


Thursday for openly supporting oppo- 
sition to Mr. Saddam. “Clinton is bei- 


Martin Indyk, an assistant secretary of ting today on a bunch of insignificant 


Marro also said both UN policy and New York law 
protected his client's pension from any judgment. 


state, met with Ahmed Chalabi,’ leader 
of the Iraqi National Congress, a dis- 
sident group that has been out of favor 
with the administration since -its 1 op- 
erations in northern Iraq were decim- 
ated by the Iraqi Army two yeans ago. 
Mr. Chalabi lobbied Congress to pass - 
the $97 million funding plan, and now 
hopes to push the administration to des- 
ignate his group as a prime benefi- 
ciary. 

The administration’s support repre- 
sents a policy reversal , Mr. Chalabi said. 
"They have opened tbeirarms.” . 

The administration also is accelerating 
efforts ro help unite feuding Kurdish and 
other groups into a cohesive opposition. 
These include an influential . Iranian- 
backed Islamic Shiite group. That group, 
the Supreme Assembly of the Islamic. - 


mercenaries that- the Iraqi people have, 
rejected,” thie paper said. • 


A U.S. Embassy 
To Close 3 Days 


• ' The Associated Press 

- . BANGKOK — The U.S. Em, 
bassy in Bangkok will be closed for 
three days, starting Friday, because 
of; security concerns, an .embassy 
spokesman said Thursday. 

He declined to discuss whether 
there was a specific threat against 
.the embassy, but said that the dos- ! 
ing was related to matters discussed ] 
in- a statement by -the-. State. De- 


protected his client's pension from any judgment. 

“It's not really a question of what is right or 
wrong," he said. “It’s a question of law.” 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 

Rail Workers in EU to Strike Monday 



nmr 




BRUSSELS (AP> — Railroad workers plan to paralyze train traffic in 
six European Union nations Monday to protest liberalization plans, but 
trade union differences stand in the way of an EU-wide rail strike. 

Train traffic is expected to come ro a’ hair in France, Spain. Belgium. 
Portugal. Greece and Luxembourg. Unions will hand out leaflets to 
commuters in Germany. Britain. Austria and the Netherlands in a bidio 
stop plans to further privatize the sector. 

The EU’s Executive Commission already has a blueprint to increase 
liberalization in the freight sector from 5 percent to 25 percent to try to 
increase the efficiency of Europe’s dense railroad network. 

For the unions, further liberalization will threaten the jobs of the 965,000 
railroad workers in the EU and attack the guarantee that minimum rail 
services will continue to be delivered. 


Clinionadrairustration officials inWash- 
ington three months ago, according to ' 
other dissident leaders. It is the largest' 
group among Shiites in southern Ifaqand 
maynow be wiflingto take part ina U.S.~ 
sponsored military action against Mr. V 
Saddam, if Tehran approves. 

Meanwhile, more than a dozen op- ' 
position groups in London were asked . 
to meet with a British government of- 
ficial the day after Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said Britain supported the efforts 
to undermine Mr. Saddam's regime. 

But, altogether, the number of dis- 
sident groups and their competing in- ’ 
rerests have hampered Washington and • 
London in their search for a way to 
topple Mr. Saddam. 

. Clinton administration officials ac- 
knowledged Wednesday that they were 


not yet ready to decide which groups 
would receive U.S. support, and whetn- 


would receive U.S. support, and wheth- 
er any would receive arms. Under the 
terms of the law, called the Iraq Lib- 


“the potential for retaliatory acts 
against Americans, and . American 
- interests overseas continues to ex~ 

.. istT> because of the dispute with 
Iraq over United Nations weapons 
inspections as well as the arrests of 
. suspects in the bombings of two 
U.S. embassies in Africa on Aug. 

. -It also warned of continuing 
threats by terrorists, including 
Osama bin Laden, who was in- 
dicted for the embassy bombings in 
Kenya and Tanzania. 

The . decision to close the em- 
bassy- in Thailand was a; local ini- , 
native in response to the security 
Threat and not a worldwide direct- 
ive, said die spokesman. - 
He said he did not know if other 
UJS., embassies were planning to 
! close. 




We anticipate more than your 
need for a good night's rest . 


Visa International an- 
nounced Thursday it was in- 
augurating checks in euros, 
which can be used in stare-, 
that set out prices in the Euro- 
pean single currency. Amer- 
ican Express and Thomas 
Cook have already said their 
own versions will be available 
from Jan. 1. tAFP) 
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A Pauian For Perfection 


lor rtunaiiuns. ull jour irjiel piulv^Munj! or SmUkulvI at: 
Francis 0800 882 882* • Germany: 0800 637 • lialys 16“ 01-Uil2‘ 

Switzerland: 0800 55 1011’ • L'niied Kingdom; I WOO 614 1*5" ‘ivB-imr 
Elsewhere in Europe, call London; ♦+* 1“1 V36 5U21 * www.svmsoiel.com 


The-teadhi^Hcrels 

aFthfWorid 


j Air France flights lirtu- 
I ally relumed to normal Thurs- 
day alter a two-dav strike by 
cabin crew that forced the 
j cancellation of nearly half the 
airline's services. Passengers 
can consult a web site. 
wH-w.iiirfrtuii-c.fr. for details 
! on flights. tAFP l 


Lost your MasterCard' card? Can't find a cash machine P Hefii is just one call away. 


For 24-hour cardholder assistance, call MasterCard Global Service! ' Anytime Anywhere. Any language. 


Call lull-free*: United Kingdom: GiSOO-%-4767 Germany: 0130-S1-91M 
France: 0-800-90-1387 Italy: 1678-70866 Spain: 900-97-1231 
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fy Catholics Bring Abortion Debate to the Fore 
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- B^HanoaJRosia ;. Y .. 
and Thomas B.EdsaH * 

.Wasktnjftoh Poii Service • 

WASHINGTON— Amer- 
ica's top Roman .-.Catholic 
leaders have started an ag - 
gressive. campaign rto IoBby'; 
against abortion and' to UKK 
bilize. parishes ' across toe 
country into a- powerful new' 
votingbloc against candidates 
wfo support abortcrarights- - 
; The bold assemon ^W«i- 


nesday by toe country ‘s Cath- 
olic bishops inarits anew era 
is the charch’s. political ac- 
tivisrol White the church’s. 
400 U.S. bishops have always: 
strongly opposed abortion, 
many have >eeh reluctant to 
impose their views in a public 
arena: Not since the 1970s 
have they vowedas a group to 
so directly and visibly ihflu- . 
ence politicians and voters on 
such, a crucial issue. ' 

> Their decision "means that 


Smokeand Demurrers 


^Critics Say Proposed Settfemeail 
Hides Bormi&s for TobaccoFirms 

... • .. By Satmdra Tony- . 

• ; ’ " W»fansron Post Service - . " , " . 

WASHINGTON — Cigarette tnakerfr stand to gain more 
from their proposed $206 biflion tobacco settlement than was 
initially apparent, critics say, arguing that the deal could 
provide the industry with protection from awide array of state 
lawsuits and from the financial brant of any future-federal 
cigarette taxes. 

Critics found what they called loopholes and unexpected 
industry benefits in the complex agreement, which wotud shut . 
down die biggest legal threat theindustry has ever faced." Still, 
the deal seemed to be moving steadily toward approval, with 
at least 16 states having signed on/ " ••••"". " ' 

WaD Streetanalysts have proclaimed the .deal favorable for 
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tocbishops could emerge into 
a powerful new force in the 
abortion debates. Many abor- 
tion-rights advocates said (hey 
feared, die bishops' consider- 
able influence could re institute 
a litmus test for candidates and 
recharge die abortion ware. 

" Tbe resolution, passed 
Wednesday by a vote of 217 
to 30 at the semiannual meet- 
ing of the National Confer- 
ence of Catholic Bishops, 
urges priests to target Cath- 
olic politicians in particular, 
relentlessly imploring those 
who do nor oppose abortion to 
rethink their views-. 

The resolution calls for the 
bishops to request private 
meetings with elected officials 
and political candidates and 
write letters until they change 
their minds. If necessary, it 
urges tbe bishops to go public 
with their criticism, - but it 
stops short of calling for re- 
calcitrant public officials to be 
sanctioned by barring them 
from the church, for example. 

■ The paper also asks priests 
to toll their congregations to 
consider a candidate's posi- 
tion on abortion as a first pri- 
ority when casting a ballot, 
and to place this issue above 


ah other social justice con- 
cerns that the church has long 
espoused, on such matters as 
welfare, poverty, euthanasia 
or assisted suicide. 

Being “right" on those is- 
sues, the statement says, * ‘can 
never excuse a wrong choice 
regarding direct attacks on in- 
nocent human life," 

Abortion rights advocates, 
as well as a few dissenting 
bishops, criticized the de- 
cision. At a time when Cath- 
olics are sharply divided in 
their views on abortion, the 
bishops' resolution could be 
construed as an attempt to in- 
timidate those who don’t fol- 
low the church's teachings. 
And given how soundly many 
Americans reject the Chris- 
tian right’s political influ- 
ence, according to some op- 
ponents, voters might resent 
another moral lecture. 

“It’s a question of 
strategy,’’ said Howard Hub- 
bard, a bishop in Albany. 
“We ran the risk of creating 
another anti-Catholic back- 
lash, of creating the impres- 
sion that the Catholic bishops 
are trying to dictate how a 
politician must vote. From the 
public's point of view, it 


looks like undue coercion." 

Cardinal Bernard Law of 
Massachusetts, who helped 
draft the document, singled 
out his home senators as tar- 
gets for the drive. 

“Both senators in my state 
are Catholic and wrong in the 
way they approach abor- 
tion." he said, referring to 
Democrats Edward Kennedy 
and iohn Kerry. “The gov- 
ernor of the state is from a 
different party and be is 
wrong." he said of Paul Cel- 
lucci. “Only I am right." 

His message met with im- 
mediate resistance, however. 
“Senator Kennedy has great 
respect for Cardinal Law and 
the Catholic Conference, but 
he continues to support a 
woman's right to choose," 
said a Kennedy spokesman. 

Representative Nick 
Lampson. Democrat of 
Texas, a Catholic who gen- 
erally favors abortion rights 
but opposes “panial-birih" 
abortion, is “a devout Cath- 
olic who takes his faith se- 
riously." a spokesman said. 
But abortion “is a personal 
matter and his personal sal- 
vation is his own personal, 
private matter." he said. 


Glasgow to Return a Sioux Relic 



fell MikbcU/Krtfcr. 


Richard LeBeau, a Lakota Sioux representative, 
viewing the Ghost Dance shirt Thursday in Glasgow. 


Reuters 

LONDON — Council- 
lors in the Scottish city of 
Glasgow decided Thursday 
that a sacred Sioux Indian 
shin, belonging to a warrior 
killed more than 100 years 
ago, should be returned to 
its original owners. 

The “Ghost Dance” 
shin belonged to a Lakota 
Sioux killed by the U.5. 
Cavalry in the 1890 mas- 
sacre of more than 150 In- 
dians at Wounded Knee. 
South Dakota. It bears sym- 
bols intended to protect the 
wearer from the bullets of 
the U.S. Army. 

It has been in a Glasgow 
museum since its purchase 
in 1892 from a member of 
“Buffalo Bill” Cody’s 
traveling Wild West Show. 

The Lakota learned of the 
shin in 1994 when a va- 
cationing Native American 
lawyer, John Earl, saw it. 

“My heart stopped,” he 
recalled Thursday in Glas- 
gow. "ft Is of a value that is 
very difficult to communic- 
ate to someone who is not a 
Native American.” 


£jeboon to companies because n gives them more time to 
fecoup toe costs.- 

- Stocks of the nation’s two largest cigarette makers, Philip 
Morris Gos. and RJ. Reynolds Tobacco Co., have climbed 
steadily 'since July 9. toe eve of toe first major news reports . 
that toe companies were trying to craft a molds tale settlement 
with their adversaries, . according to Bonnie Zoller, a tobacco 
analyst at Credit Suisse First Boston. . _ y . 

On Thursday afternoon, Philip Morris stock, was trading at 
$55,375, up 68.75 cents, and RJR Nabisco Holdings Corp M 
Reynolds’s parent, stood at $30375, op 5635 cents. Brown & 
Williamson Tobacco Corp. and Lorillard Inc. are also par- 
ticipants. ' ^ . 

- The deal. Miss Zoller said, would ‘ ’eliminate 70 percent of 
the litigation risk facing die industry” by settling about 36 
state lawsuits. - 

Meanwhile, critics zeroed in oo toe deal’s complex pro- 

• visions, saying that the Industry, which last year appeared at 
the mercy of its adversaries^ nad now crafted an ingenious 

i bargain to end not only a lawsuit avalanche but buy ftinire 
political and legal protection. 

“It is another one of those, sleight-of-hand deals,” said 
Mary Aronson, a tobacco litigation analyst in Washington. 

; “The mdustry isgerting a lot mare , than anyone bargained 
for.” 

1 Chief among the industry's boons, some critics said, is a 
'^provision that would grant toe industry credit on toe money it 
^arpays states, if Congress in the next four years passes a cigarette 
tax and sends some of it tostates for tobacco control or certain 
other uses. - If Congress, for-instance. passed a cigarette tax, 
then sent toe money lO s'taies for chHared’s health care, toe 
industry could subtract ‘those taxes from its payments to toe 
stales. 5 ‘ - 

Senator Edward Kennedy, Democrat of Massachusetts, 
called toe provision a “devious and cynical attempt by toe 
tobacco companies to block congressional action on major 
public health issues’’ -one that should. not be in a state 
agreement. • 

Scott Williams, a spokesman for toe. tobacco industry, 
defended tbe provision. It would not be appropriate or fair, he 
said, for toe states to receive huge payments from toe industry 
, first through toe settlement and then through a federal rax. 

Other critics saidthe deal would bar a broad range of future 
claims, including secondhand smoke cases, that might be 
brought by state or local officials. 

In addition, health advocates said, toe deal does not contain 

- several potent tobacco-control measures,, such as “look- ■ 

- Amcks,” which would impose financial/ penalties if youth 

■^smoking rates do not decline. . 

Away Front Politics 

• Rames fed by specially treated timbers roared through 

Steams Wharf in Santa Barbara, California, the city’s chief 
tourist attraction^ destroying three businesses and lighting m> 
The waterfront sky. • _(Ar) 

• A mother worried that powerful AIDS drugs might kin 
her HTV-infected 4-year-old boy can ccmtinac to. refuse 
trea Dnepr for him, the. Supreme Court Df Maine ruled. (AP) 

• Nine leaders of the anti-government Montana Freemen 
were convicted of fraud and armed robbery at their second 
trial. The jury returned the verdicts after two days of de- 
liberations, concluding a three-week trial - - (AP) 

• A series of sweeping arches would carry a new Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge across toe Potomac River in toe design for a 
I2jjtihe replacement span chosen by a panel of officials and 
anmztecRiral experts in Maryland and Virginia. • ' (WP) 
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Text of Starr Statement Outlines 10 Ways Clinton Allegedly Misused Power 


ji 
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The Arii n ialctl Press 

Following arc excerpts from the two- 
hour presentation Thursday in Wash- 
ington hy the independent counsel, Ken- 
tterh Starr, to the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. which is holding inquiries into 
the possible impeachment of President 
Bill Clinton. 

As our referral explains, the evidence 
suggests that the president made false 
statements under oath and otherwise 
thwarted the search for truth in the Jones 


the misuse of presidential authority oc- would have been harmful. He engaged in 
curred in the following 10 ways: an apparent scheme to conceal gifts that 

First. The evidence suggests that the had been subpoenaed from Ms. Lew- 
president made a series of premeditated insky. Those acts constitute a pattern of 
false statements under oath in his civil obstruction. 

deposition on Jan. 17. 1998. Third. The evidence suggests that the 

Second The evidence suggests that president participated in a scheme at his 
... the president engaged in a pattern of deposition in which his attorney, in his 
behavior during the Jones litigation to presence, deceived a United States dis- 
thwart the judicial process. The pres- trict judge in an effort to cut off ques- 


would have been harmful. He engaged in surrogates to publicly .support the pres- jury fwhick'is] inconsistent withthe m . tjj ^p legally accurate', 

an apparent scheme to conceal gifts that ident’s false story. general statotoryduty imposed on all nistestunony govnnmeni re- 

had been subpoenaed from Ms. Lew- Fifth. The evidence suggests that the executive branch employees to cooper- . The ; ro pmstw his 

insky. Those acts constitute a pattern of. president, acting in a premeditated and ate with cifrniflalinvestigations. . sources ana preros^ sunnests that 

obstruction. calculated fashion, deceived the Amer- . Eighth. The president and his admin- raa Dqnd np. i ns secretary Betty 

Third. The evidence suggests that the ican people on Jan. 26 and on other istratjon asserted - three 'different' gov- employee’ to fa- 

president participated in a scheme at his occasions when he denied a relationship emmentai privileges to conceal relevant; cwrffi, a gp reStiooship with 

deposition in which his attorney, in his with Ms. Lewinsky. information from die .grand juovThe alilate anaconceaj 

presence, deceived a United States dis- Sixth. The evidence suggests that the privilege assertions were .legally base- M^Lewjnsky. ■ House aides 

nn ai.oa rnnAii^Afif «An«i fka A >■ l i i iinnl - ■-**-- Inrt- Thfiir rlnlmraA amA thfl Tit- liK pPSSHJvIU 




with Ms. Lewinsky. 

Sixth. The evidence suggests that the 
president, after the criminal investiga- 


our reierraj expuuini, uie cviucmc ocnaviur uiumj uib juuw r . — . — “ — ““rr* ““ " I w * 7 "*”. . r -o- .. TVw* nn^irienl USefl W nils nuuac 

uggests that the president made false thwart the judicial process. The pres- met judge m an effort to cut off ques- president, after ihe criminal investiga- less. They delayed and impeded the m- ambassador to the 

latements under oath and otherwise ident reached an agreement with Ms. honing about Ms. Lewinsky. lion became public, made false state- vwtjgMfon. ■ . his effort to find Ms. 

iwarted the search for truth in the Jones Lewinsky that each would make false Fourth. The evidence suggests that on ments to his aides and concocted false Ninth. The president made false State- rirn # . w | lcn j t was 

. Clinton case. The evidence farther statements under oath. He provided job Jan. 23, 1998, after the criminal inves- alibis thar these government employees ments- under otuh to the grand jury .on . a J^ nlik elY that she would 

. _ .i . .i : J »_ m. I auiinrlni at 9 rionrinn hnH hpfnrTW* nnhlir nrm. n>iv!itpA to ttii* nnnit mrv A no 17 1008 lUlBSecaiUC, J ' . . . 


suggests that the president made false assistance to Ms. Lewinsky at a time tigation had become public, the pres- repeated to the grand jury, 

statements under oath to the grand jury when the Jones case was proceedin g and ident made false statements to his cab- Seventh. The president 

on Aug. 1 7. The evidence suggests that Ms. Lewinsky’s truthful testimony met and used his cabinet as unwitting invitations to testify befc 


PANEL: Starr’s Case Against the President 


nganon had become public, the pres- repeated to the grand jmy. Aug_ l /, IWS. ' si n die Jones case. And the 

ident made false statements to his cab- Seventh. The president refused six Tenth.'The evidence suggests that the- oe. ^ fi0ven injent attorney, 

met and used his cabinet as unwitting invitations to testify before the . grand presid^ deceiv^. the American people j ^ his personal 


Continued from Page 1 

found !y unfair, to the president." 

Mr. Starr summarized the allegations 
that have emerged in his inquiry into the 
Lewinsky scandal this way: 

“The evidence," he said, “suggests 
that the president repeatedly used the 
machinery of government and the 
powers of his high office to conceal his 
relationship, to conceal the relationship 
from the American people, from the 
judicial process in the Jones case and 
from the grand jury. 

Mr. Starr outlined evidence that has 
become familiar in the months since Ms. 
Lewinsky's name came to public at- 
tention in Jan. 21 newspaper articles. 
The allegations center on Mr. Clinton's 
attempts to conceal his involvement 
with her during the Paula Jones sexual 
harassment lawsuit and the criminal in- 
vestigation headed by Mr. Stair. 

Mr. Starr dismissed the argument, 
made by Mr. Clinton's lawyers and sup- 
porters that an investigation of lies about 
private sexual conduct should never 
have been questioned by a public pros- 
ecutor. Obstruction of the courts and 
judicial system, he said, was ‘.'not a 
private matter." 

“No one is entitled to lie under oath 
simply because he or she does not like the 


POLITICAL 


The Bush Dynasty 
Passes Out Advice 

NEW ORLEANS — In their de- 
but appearance as heirs to the latest 
American political dynasty. Gov- 
ernor George W. Bush of Texas and 
his younger brother, Jeb Bush, the 
governor-elect of Florida, stepped 
forward as models for what they 
described as a new "compassionate 
conservatism.” 

As Republicans lament and point 
fingers over their parly's discour- 
aging performance in midterm elec- 
tions. the sons of former President 
George Bush are savoring their elec- 
toral victories. “A conservative 
philosophy can extend its message 
across demographic lines." said the 
Texas governor, who won impres- 
sive support from Hispanics. “A 
conservative philosophy is one that 
can attract Hispanics if properly po- 
sitioned," he said at a joint news 
conference with his brother at the 
Republican Governors Association’s 
convention. “And the Republican 
Party needs to do just that" 

Jeb Bush said. “It’s the style of 
governance, George’s case and, the 
style of campaigning in ray case, that 
might lx? a good lesson.” (NIT) 

Republicans Losing 
Their Cash Machine 

NEW YORK — With the House 
speaker. Newt Gingrich, stepping 
down from Congress, the Repub- 
lican Party is losing its top fund- 
raiser, a man who. by party ac- 
counts, raised more than S60 mil- 
lion for office-seekers this year and 
masterminded a strategy that helped 
Republicans lake over Congress in 
1 994 and retain control ever since. 

No one in the pany leadership is 
ready to step into this role, and there 
are no obvious candidates in the 
wings as rhe party prepares For the 
2000 presidential election. “You 
are losing someone who has prob- 
ably raised. over the last four years, 
conservatively, a quarter of a billion 
dollars Tor the pany,” said Ralph 
Reed, a Republican strategist based 
in Atlanta, “and those things are 
hard to replace.’ 1 (NYT i 


questions or because he believes the case 
is frivolous or that it is financially mo- 
tivated or politically motivated, " he said. 

The hearing was held in the same 
dark-paneled room in the Raybum Of- 
fice Building where a 1974 Judiciary 
Committee weighed the impeachment of 
President Richard Nixon, who ulti- 
mately resigned from office. The only 
other presidential impeachment hear- 
ings in history were against President 
Andrew Johnson, who was impeached 
— or charged by the House — Dut nar- 
rowly escaped conviction by the Senate 
more than a century ago. 

The minority Democrats on the com- 
mittee ceaselessly criticized Mr. Starr and 
his motives. Mr. Conyers suggested that 
Mr. Stair had ethical conflicts, including 
the fact that he worked for a law firm that 
represented tobacco industry clients, 
which oppose Mr. Clinton's efforts to 
reduce smoking among young people. 

“While an independent counsel can 
and should pursue a case with vigor," 
Mr. Conyers said, “I and many others 
believe that Mr. Starr has crossed the 
line into obsession." 

Mr. Starr appeared tense during Mr. 
Conyer's comments, but did not address 
them directly. 

Another Democratic member. Rep. 
Barney Frank of Massachusetts, sharply 

PROBE: 

Whitewater Revisited 

Continued from Page 1 

anty Savings & Loan, a Utile Rock entity 
ran by the Clintons’ business partners, 
James McDougal and his rcn-wife, 
Susan, collapsed. Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton performed legal work in the 1 980s for 
Madison, which Mr. Starr called a “meta- 
phor" for the savings and loan crisis. 

“Madison Guaranty was a disaster," 
he said, "it gambled with investments, 
cooked the books and ultimately bilked 
the taxpayers of the United States." 

Mr. Starr's inquiry focused on whether 
Madison money had been used illegally 
to help business and political Figures in 
Arkansas. Indeed, one loan of $300,000 
went to what the independent counsel 
called Susan McDougal ’s “make-be- 
lieve’' company. Master Marketing, and 
$50,000 of that benefited Whitewater. 

Mr. Starr also says that Mr. Clinton 
encouraged Mrs. McDougal to stone- 
wall. The prosecutor refers to a Septem- 
ber 1996 interview Mr. Clinton gave to 




Lmy Do«nta0RcflKn 

Representative Barney Frank, center, talking with a fellow Democrat, Senator-elect Charles Schumer, right, 
and Abbe LowelL minority counsel, left, during the House Judiciary Committee^ inquiry Thursday. 


criticized Mr. Starr for waiting until after 
the Nov. 3 election to announce that he 
had been unable to link Mr. Clinton to 
any criminal wrongdoing in the FUegate 
or Travel gate allegations. 

“You tell us that months ago, you 
concluded that the president wasn’t in- 


travel office firings, Mr. Frank said. “Yet discouraged her from calling a lawyer, 
now is tiie first time you’re saying that " and threatened her with a lengthy prison 

li. C*,. .iw.* A. “CDT ; JJJ - 


Mr. Starr responded that the “FBI sentence if she did not cooperate, 
files and travel office matter were not . “ We did in fact use a traditional tech- 
relevant" to efforts to demonstrate im- tuque," he said, but he denied mistreat- 


peachabie offenses. 

He also defended the actions of FBI 


mg her ot holding her against her wilL 
Asked why he did not inform the 


idennal immunity from civil, suit The 
Supreme Court Rejected die president’s 
. c onstitutional claim of immunity — and 
did so by a nine to zero vote. 

.- Theideawas simple and powerful: No 
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volved in the FBI files, "including files on agents and prosecutors from his team Justice Department, when he first sought 

some Republicans, which woe improp- when they detained Ms. Lewinsky for 10 authorizanon to extend his investigation ms enyDaacaii.y ago repeaceaiy rejecreo 


some Republicans, which woe improp- when they detained Ms. Lewinsky for 10 
eriy found in the White House, or m the hours on Jan. 16 at a hotel in Virginia. 


authorization to extend his investigation Tr 
to include the Lewinsky matter, that he frf 
had had talks with Paula Jones’s law- „ 


the notion that there is ever-a privilege to 



years, Mr. Stan said it “did not occur’ - to 
him that those contacts could be seen as 
a conflict of interest. Mrs. Jones’s at- 
torneys knew about the Lewinsky re- 
lationship when they questioned : Mr. 
Clinton under oath on Jan. 17; and soipe 


. The key jpoim about the president’s 
conduct is this. On at least six different 
occasions, -from Dec 17, 1997, through 
Aug. 17-, 1998, the president had to make 
a decision. He could choose truth, or he 
could cfffiose~ deception. On all six oc- 


D^r^ha^acSi^ ca^^pt^c^ deception, a 


hearing. Mr.- Hyde res| 


forma/TCNT, not just ton spouse or to loved 


Chair doesn’t intend jto bind, and gag ’ ones, fro tufiiJerSatfi in' a eourt-bf law? 


anybody ~ anybody.” ” • 7 . 

“If the goal is justice," said Rep- 
resentative William Delahunt, Demo- 


El^feh months' agq; the president made 
his decision. At approximately 2 A.M. on 
Dec. : 17, T997, ! f»e called Ms. Lewinsky at 


crar of Massachusetts, “this cannot bea her-Watttgrtft apartment and told her that 


Tm Ouv/Apm liii n - ft wt 

Representative Henry Hyde, right, chairman of the House Judidary 
Committee, conferring with aides Thursday at the impeachment hearings. 


satisfactory response. ’ ' 

' Mr. Hyde answered that “the president 


she was^thewimess list. 

The president did not explicitly in- 


fer Madison in 1985 and 1986 by the 
Rose Law Firm, where Mrs. Clinton was 


ght have additional information, 
lust as Mr. Hubbell became the focus 


has a standing invitation to come fcibre- stmdt’ Mfc Lewinsky to lie. He did riot 
this committee lor any amount oftuneaikl : -have to. Starting with this conversation, 
present . us with his version of the fads" the pre&jdent and.Ms. Lewinsky under- 
and to question any farther witnesses. stood, according to Ms: Lewinsky, that 


present us with his version of the fads' 
and to question any farther witnesses. 


PBS, in which he said, “TTiere’s a lot of a partner. Billing records related to her of Mr. Starr’s inquiry, "after he had Democrats oh the 'committee sought Iheywereboth going to rriake false state- 

iMiliinxM nknmAA tins ft »*»■ »! tiiArA enkfiAdinikA/1 kiit hmSmimI kic n/HfJMviiVMmt rvvflhAn T\a -fit 4 vnAtt/wi 1*#% inriTi fkrit fliA ‘ " HWntQ llllfipr fkkfh 


evidence to support’ * various charges 
that Mrs. McDougal had made against 
Mr. Starr’s office. But Mr. Clinton cited 
no evidence. 

“Essentially,” Mr. Stan says, “the 
president of the United States, the chief 
executive, sided with a convicted felon 
against the United States, as represented 
by United States District Judge Susan 
Webber Wright, the United States Court 
of Appeals for the 8th Circuit and the 
Office of the Independent Counsel" 

An offshoot of the original White- 
water inquiry centered on the work done 


work at the firm were subpoenaed, but resigned his government position, he to pass a motion to ensure that the pres- . ments under oath, 
for two years could not be found. They received payments totaling $550,000 ident’s coonsel would have as much time 


had apparently disappeared in the White 
House residence. Two years later the 
records mysteriously turned up. 

“After a thorough investigation, we 
have found no explanation how the 


from several companies and individuals, as they wanted. The majority Repub- E ff ort to Thwart Justice 


Many were campaign donors. 

“Most of this $550,000 was given to 
Mr. Hubbell for little or no work," Mr. 


Starr says in his statement. “This rush of North Carol 


lican unanimously opposed it. 

.When Mr. Hyde told one Democratic 
rriember. Representative Melvin Watr of 


billing records got where they were or generosity obvioasly gives rise to an the proceedings, Mr. Wart 


why they were not discovered and pro- 
duced earlier,” Mr. Starr says in his 
testimony. “It remains a mystery.” 

Mr. Starr says that Webster Hubbell, 


inference that the money was essentially 
a gift. And if it was a gift, why was it a 
gift?” 


testily, “We’re disi 


rupting 

replied 


a partner at the Rose Law Firm, and later week on 15 counts of false statements 
a top official at the Justice Department, and other charges. 


Mr. Starr indicted Mr. Hubbell last peacbable conduct. The constitution 


cte told rate Democratic At that moment, the. president's irajL 
antative Melvin Waft of tirnate relationship with a suboitiinajtf 
thar be was disrupting employee was transformed — it was 
t, Mr. Wart replied transformed into an unlawful effort to 
asrujrting a railrpad.’’ thwart tite judicial process. This was no 

diciaiY Committee has longer an issue of private conduct, 
what rt oonsidCTs nn- Majfa- decisions daring the Lewinsky - 
□cl The constitution investigation have not been easy. And 

rtn hihMV ann ntfior l.i ■ «■ ... < ‘ 


a railroad.” 


testily. We re disrupting a railroad. 

The House Judiciary Committee has 
never agreed on what it considers im- 


Patrick Clancy, Eldest of Singing Brothers, Dies 


By Jon Pareles 

AVk- yurt Times .Service 


Rv inn ParviAc lri sh tradition and spurred a rediscovery 

vJyTiim™™ of folk styles backhome in Ireland. Mr. 

Clancy also started a folk-music label, 

Patrick Clancy, 76, who helped start a Tradition, that documented Appalachian 
[k revival as a founding member of the music, blues. Celtic and ethnic music, 
ancy Brothers and Tommy Makem, Mr. Clancy was bom in Canick, in 
>d of cancer on Nov. 1 1 in Carrick-on- rural Tipperary , where he and his broth- 
er, County Tipperary. Ireland. ers soaked up traditional music. During 

As the eldest of the Clancy Brothers. World War ll. he went to England to join 


high crimes and misdemeanors." 

Mr. Stair, who has been bitterly at- 
tacked by Clinton surrogates like James 
Carville, told the committee almost 
plaintively: “I’m not a man of politics, 
of public relations or of polls, which I 
suppose is patently obvious by now." 


folk revival as a founding member of the music, blues. Celtic and ethnic music. 
Clancy Brothers and Tommy Makem, Mr. Clancy was bom in Canick, in 
died of cancer on Nov. 1 1 in Carrick-on- rural Tipperary , where he and his broth- 
Suir, County Tipperary. Ireland. ers soaked up traditional music. During 

As the eldest of the Clancy Brothers. World War ll. he went to England 10 join 
Mr. Clancy toured the world singing the Royal Air Force and worked as an 
Irish songs, often with thousands of airplane mechanic in England and India, 
audience members singing along. AI- After the war, he and his brother. Tom, 
though the Clancy Brothers got started who had sung pop music in Ireland, 


Broadway plays, including Sean O’Ca- suppose is patently obvious by now." 
sey's “Plough and Stars" at the Cheny TTie drama of diejproceediftgs made it 

Lane Theater. easy to forget the widespread soise-that. 

In the early 1950s. Patrick Clancy after Republicans' setbacks in Nov. 3 
assembled Irish music for Folkways Re- elections, Mr. Clinton faces almost no 
cords and the early Elektra label. He risk of being both impeached by the 
started the Tradition label in 1 956. His House and convicted by die Senate. 
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Irish songs, often with thousands of airplane mechanic in England and India, 
audience members singing along. AI- After the war, he and his brother. Tom, 
though the Clancy Brothers got started who had sung pop music in Ireland, 
as Irish expatriates in New York, where came to the United States. They worked 


brother Liam arrived in the United States 
that year, collecting Appalachian songs in 
and also settling in New York. The three fa 


T** * jP “treason, bribery . and other given the hurricane-force political winds 
high crams and misdemranor,. • _ swirling about us, wewere well aware 
« ^ Sfft- W J£ haS , b °? 1 “■ «“L «o matter what decision we mafc 

smOgatKlfce James criticism would come from somewhere 
CarnUe, to d the committee atoost Some then suggested that thTrepO^ 
plaintively: I m not a man of politics, submitted to Confrresswac mo 
of public relations or of polls, which I I wantto 
sn&ejpatt^yoimo^hynowr cl^“LS“f 

after Republicans’ setbacks in Nov. 3 not ^ 

electionsVMr. Clinton faces almost no fffi, 

risk of being both impeached by the wSfrviS S?*? 
House and convicted by the Senate. J 5 ublic - A 

. If the committee votes for articles of ino'm 

i m peac hm ent, a simple majority of the . ^ acts . fall stay, 

fau House woald have to do so too. t«ci, 0 ^j^ e ? ,: * s ? IlatIves - That was 


If the committee votes for articles of 


they were pan of the Greenwich Village 
folk revival of the J950s and ’60s. the 
group’s rowdy, good-humored perfor- 
mances created an enduring image of 


at a brewery in Newark, New Jersey, 
before moving to New York. 

In postwar bohemian Greenwich Vil- 
lage, they acted in and produced off- 


Irish expatriate. Tommy Makem, and 
started recording for Tradition in 1959. 

A 1961 appearance on “The Ed Sul- 
livan Show” brought them a national 
following in the United States. 


the next House, but some Republican 1 ™, t ^ memoers, 1 revere the 

members have expressed doubts about -of w ^ iat we hav e se- 
vering to impeach. ' ^ ^ assigned d drf- 

Sixty-seven senators would then have ' ^ n>-- < ^ on ^ ** to.the best of 

10 vore to convict the presidenr, which air 'Sfl ■ f ^ ve to be both 
would require all 55 Republicans and 12 if , '® oroi ^‘V * thank the chairrhaii,'. 

defecting Democrats to join ttutt vote. • ^ wmrmirtee, and the American 

. People far their attention. .... . 
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All Things Considered*, Car Talk*, 
Morning Edition* and other npr* programs,.. heard 
around the work! via radio, cable and satellite. 
wwwjrpr.org/woridwrie. + 1 202 4142020, wcridMrie@npr.org 
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AMERICAN -S^SrsmS 

rjv/vr|T^rfc< as if it has spent 1 

l«OL5 ^-5 

... all haiand no ca 

Hats for Cowboys With Deep Saddlebags Short Takes 


as i f ii has spent monlte 


Hie cowboy hat, now an internationally recognized 
symbol of America’s Old West, started out as a joke. 

Hie Philadelphia hatter John Stetson had gone West on a 
hunting trip. He showed his companions that he could make 
cloth out of fur without weaving. For a faugh, he shaped the 
resulting felt into a hat with a colossal brim, its practicality 
in protecting a man from (he hot Western sun was im- 
mediately dear, and Stetson sold the hat to a horseman. 
That, reports the Los Angeles Times, was in 1865. 

These days Ritch Rand, who recounts that history in “The 
Cowboy Hal Book.” is one of Ihe great custom makers of 
cowboy hats. At his shop in Billings, Montana, he and six 
hatters work against a 1 2-wuck backlog to supply, cowboys, 
cowgirls, actors, guides, adventurers and city slickers with 
fur fell huts or extraordinary quality: hats that — thanks to an . 
old French machine called the ronfttnmitetir — - lit every 
bumpor curve of the head; hats shaped with hou ccniury-old 
irons: hats of fine beaver far dial take a fail day to make. 

American cowhands traditionally Invested their money' 
in things they, could use and carry with them — hoots. 
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vm short, the evidence suggests that the 

president repeatedly used the machmcw 
of goverument and the powers of 
highoffice to conceal his relationship,® 
conceal the relationship from the Amw- 

tije ion^ case, and from the grand 

jmy-. „ . _ 

Relat ionship Not on Trial 

- I want to : emphasize that our referral 

■ never suggests that the relationship be- 

■ tween the {xesident and Ms. Lewinsky in 
. and of itrelf could be- a high ciime or 

misdemeanor. The. referral is i n stead 
about obstruction of justice, lying under 
. - oath , tampering with witnesses, and the 
misuse of power. 

Paula Jones, a former Arkans as state 

■ employee, filed a federal sexual har- 
assment suit against President Clinton in 

■ 1994. The president denied those alle- 

r Committee’s inquiry TH-day. 

and threatened her with a lengthy prison cnir The 
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“setting up” the president ’ 1 pattern of escalated behavior over a 

The independent counsel remained *??? t5IS n S’".iiM7- . 
calm through the often-aggressiye quek- . UB TVf '* ■ ’ v®? 8 s 

tioning about his rumrtfajt at one time tomeys ’Kkmtificdhfa. Lewireticy as a 

stiffly declared. “Trtand behind each w a * e 

word of it" ■*. ' identleamea mat MS. Lewinsky s name 

Democrats bickered with Mr. Hyde at was oft the witness list... After learning • 
every opportunity. They Insisted that thtf •: p^dwirfaad hisTust cntical 

allegations against the president were ^^**5*^, wpufd he -and Monica LevJk 
noi Tmpeachable and said that Mr. dih- ' ^ the-torth afawt their relation* 

ton’s lawyers were not being given a fair “■ ship?: Or would they provide faise in- 

1 ? a*- ri..j T 1 ri^f nrsrf n crWirw»nrfn l/luivi 
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Doorway to Gastronomy 


national cuisine Is DEuaous 

OrsanicalWproduM'oU. ^ ^ 1997 and ’ SSScd! h S*Sl^ 


but also offers all the rec- he 

ognized health benefits of the 

Mrfi.enancan diet Greek h 
are starting to thmk of ther o 

national cuisine as an added a 

attraction for foreign tounsts- & 
“Tourism is one of our si 
main industries, since our p 
country is known for its nat- 
ural bcautv and exceptional i 
climate. But we must ateo a 

profit from the healthy Greek a 

diet by teaching foreignvts- 
itors the benefits of fresh. 

tasty produce ” says Vannis i 

Tzen. president and chair- j 
man of the Hellenic Foreign • 

Trade Board. ! 

Mr. Tzen also believes that 

m the same way food pro- 
motes tourism, tourism can 
promote exports of Greek or- 

^^“vegetable oil, 
such as olive and sunflower, 
a wide variety of seafood, 
fresh vegetables and fruit, the 
Greek diet has long been rec- 
ognized as a natural way to 
prevent early heart attacks. 

During a visit to Greece in 
the 1950s, President Eisen- 
hower’s personal physician- 
the cardiologist Dr. White, 
said, “Cretan olive oil is the 
best protection against heart 
attacks." . . , leto 


immemorial, adding. N^w ih 
generations have to stick to t-' 
diem if they want to remain ol 
healthy and strong.” ^ 

Dr Diamamopoulos c\«-n w 
has a small patch of vege- rt 

tablesm his home garden and b 

cures his own olives, which n 
grow on a few olive trees a 
surrounding his suburban v 

pr °>Sdhe is not the only one. 
Today, many residents gather 

olives from the trees planted 1 

along the sidew alks of most 
Athenian suburbs. 

Krina Jaharescu, a recent 
\ Romanian resident of 

. Athens, has already cured her 

, olives for this year. She 
proudly offers them to vis- 

t itore as hois d’oeuvres with 

- the tradi rional anise-flav ored 

n ouzo liqueur. 

“You slash them on the 
side, put them into water tor 
s about two weeks to lose their 
t bitterness and then for three 
i days in a salt solution, and 

ie they arc ready top 31 - 
‘ gays "If you want them to be 
to preserved for a long : «™. 
vou leave them in a salt solu- 

. __ ..-.rs rSlin? 


ihcm in large, empty Coca- 
Cola bottles covered with 
olive oil. Ripe olives are 
ready to cai in two months, 
while erecn ones require five 
months. "But they are the 
best." he says. He also makes 
his own olive oil by bringing 
a portion of the olives he 
collects from his o0 trees to 
the oil press. 


of these fresh and detidous 


v»tors to discover hour to prepare 
wonderful Greek tishesiia besutM 
authentic siting. 


was produced ih its entirely by Athens. 

... ppnraAM Director: Bill Mahder. , _ 


attacKs. . .. 

Today, heart spectators 
continue to recognize the 
benefits ofthe Mediterranean 
diet, while oncologists claim 
vegetables, olive oil and 
drains prevent the develop- 
ment of colon cancer. 

George Diamantopoulos. 
director of one of the clinics 
of Athens’ Evangelismos 

state hospitals, says groms, 
olive oil. vegetables and hsh 
have been the main staples oi 
Greek cooking since tune 


tion. vinegar or even pure 
olive oil.’’ 

Beth Arnold, a long-time 
American resident ot Greece, 
adds fennel and oregano to 
the solution of vinegar, lem- 
on slices and olive oil m 
which she preserves her 

olives for the entire year. 

-1 also like to make some 
thrumbes. wrinkled olives 
which are mixed with coarse 
sea salt and dried in the sun. 
They turn out looking like 
large currants and have a bit- 
tersweet taste.” she adds. 

. ... n * i rr- 
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N'lkos Papaioannou, a re- 
tired general who cultivates 
an organic fruit and vege- 
table garden, cures his oln es 
by sighing them and putting 


Organically grown 
Mr. Tzen believes that the the 
production of organic fruits tin. 
and vegetables practiced m 
manv pans of Greece is an Av 
added attraction for the tour- isr 
ist. and also has export po- re 

^"“Our country has uhlim- lai 
ited possibilities for the cul- th 

tivation of natural organic pi 
products distinguished for ai 
their superiority, enjoyable 
taste and innate beauty. C 
These products [ om ? *5 
main staple of the Medi- < 

tercanean diet, and thus meet t« 

. the standards of healthy nu- c 
. trition which this diet en- c 

. lails." he says. c 

Mr Tzen points out that £ 
, Greece is just beginning to : 

“harmonize with ecological i 
e realities and to promote or- 
►, canic products. 

o ” The main ingredients of die 

Mediterranean diet, beside 

n olive oil. arc honey otoves and 

» T a wide variety of fruit and 
vegetables, now also organ- 
ic icallv produced in Greece. 

£ -i do not think that this 
se information is knowjn to the 
in . degree that rt should be m 
ke world markets, and this is 
r,t- where tounsm and trade can 
join forces in forthenng our 
rc- country’s economic ra- 
tes tercsts, ’ he adds. 
t»e- Miclialis Kyriakidis. gen- 
res oral secretary of Tounsm. 

ino says that this is possible since 


both 1997 and 1998 were ' Creu 
Sod years for Greek tounsm extra 
Hnd IW will be even better will 

according to projections. distt 

“The 2004 Olympics will b 

be a significant event for our app 

country and for Greek tour- nu 
ism.” he savs. 

“The Games are a unique trail 
opportunity for our sector. e 
butihey also call for the mo- pio 
bilization of every one of our and 

professionals in order to meet pro 

the challenge presented by cot 

this great event.* . 1 

The Greek . Culinary his 
Academy, the Greek Tour- Gr 

ism Board and the Hellenic bo 
. Foreian Trade Board, as well ga 

as other agencies, have fo 
. launched a pilot project on m\ 

- the island of Crete aimed at wn 

: promoting Cretan cuisine 

r and Greek organic foods 

e According to Mr. Tzen. tn 
j Crete was chosen because it si 
c attracts a large number of 1 

i- tourists and has the longest si 

et tourist season ot the entire h 
i- country, thanks to its mild v 
climate. In addition, it pro- n 
duces large quantities of or- i 

at eanic vegetables. The prc^icct c 
to allows foreign tounsts to take \ 
al classes on Cretan cuisine us- 

ir- ins organic produce. 

’’The role of organically 
the crown products in healthy 
Jes nutrition will also P ro " 
md moted through Publications 
md seminars in hotels, and the 
an- marketing of oigamc pro- 
duce in ports, airports and 

this railway stations. Gastronom- 

the ic programs can be promoted 

■ in through the cooperation of 

5 is tour operators and with con- 

w tests^the use and value of 

our such produce in hotels. 

, n - The same agencies will or- 
ganize tours of olive oil pro- 
ven- duction in Crete to give tour- 
ism ists the opportunity to visit oil 
riS p^cs and see how pure 


' Cretan olive oil is actually 
extracted. Selected taverns 
will offer samples of Cretan 
dishes made with olive oil- 
Similar programs will nc 
applied in other arcus ot 
mainland Greece and on oth- 
er islands. Both tounsm and 
trade will benefit, thanks to 
the tourists who will become 
! pioneers in the promotion 
r and spread of organic 
t products in their rwpeeme 
/ countries. 

1 Mr. Tzen also believes dial 
v his aecncy. together w ith the 
- Greek Tourism Board, cun 
c both promote the use of or- 
\\ canic produce and also gWL 
e foreign visitors an opportu- 
,n nity“to discover Greece s 
at wide range ot economic and 
ic trade possibilities. 

“This can be done through 
n the development of profes- 
i't sional/ recreational tounsm. 
of In other words, make it P° s ' 
;st siblc for a tourist to conibint 
ire his or her vacation in Greece 
ild with the chance to meet li- 
re- nancial and trade personal - 
or- ides who could show the in- 
cct dividual samples ot such 

ike products, then even carry' out 

us- negotiations should a tounsi 
be" professionally qualified 
„1I„ fi-.r inch activities." he savs. 


for such activities.” he savs. 

-Such packages could be 
offered to foreign busi- 
ncssccople who can ihiL, 

combine business with pleas- 
ure, since a trip to Greece can 

offer both.” he adds. 

“In Greece, we be toeve 
that our country- has all lire 
necessary qualifications in 
order to combine tounsm and 
trade for the benefit noi only 
ofthe national economy, but 
also of society in general — a 
society with a JiMon ot 
healthier nutniion for all and 
of attaining spiritual bal- 

: ance." • 



■# icitv That's because, for centuries 

Greece Pas always been the all remained pure and genuine. 

hCT e In Greece, tne co.s.ne, cunure. ^ we neadv perfume of rne oiwe, savour me samness 

holidays- vou can or me fru.s and discover me authentic in you. Phone your travel 


: and reap me fruits of the olive tree. 
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Russia Leans Toward Ratification of START-2 Agreement 


BRIEFLY 


By David Hoffman 

ll'di/iin.crurl Post Srnuv 


MOSCOW — After years of delay, 
Russia's lower house of Parliament has 
begun making serious headway toward 
rjiiJuniioji of the START-2 strategic 
arms accord, lawmakers and experts 
<a\. 

The shift has followed delivery to 
Parliament of a secret government re- 
port warning that Russia's nuclear 
shield will shrink dramatically and un- 
avoidably tn the years ahead as a result 
.of weapons' obsolescence and national 
economic decline. 

fA prominent member of the State 
Duma said Thursday that Parliament 
might open debate next month on rat- 
ification of the treaty, Reuters reported 


from Moscow. The official. Vladimir 
Lukin, chairman of the foreign affairs 
committee and a former ambassador to 
Washington, said he felt a '‘measured 
optimism" that a ratification bill he had 
helped draw up would win backing from 
the Communist-led chamber.] 

The treaty, signed in January 1993 by 
Presidents George Bush and Boris 
Yeltsin, and ratified by the U.S. Senate 
in January 1996. has attracted sharp 
opposition in the lower house, the State 
Duma, from nationalists and Commu- 
nists, who dominate the chamber. The 
accord has languished there for almost 
six years, despite Mr. Yeltsin’s repeated 
promises to push it forward. 

But lawmakers said that there had been 
a change in the political outlook for the 
treaty that could bring it to a vote as soon 


as next month. The shift is based on an 
increasing realization that Russia's eco- 
nomic, troubles have seriously under- 
mined Us ability to maintain a large stra- 
tegic nuclear force. Backers say the treaty 
will limit the size of the U.S. nuclear 
force, which has become a compelling 
argument for ratification as the scope of 
the Russian decline grows apparent 
Alexei Podberiozkin, an influential 


Communist Party member and deputy 

Affairs 


chairman of the International 
Committee, has decided to back the 
treaty. “I had been very strongly op- 
posed to this treary for many years, but 
ibe situation has changed — not in favor 
of Russia." he said. Mr. Podberiozkin 
added that "until recently. I thought 
there was no chance for ratification." 
He said. "Now. if we work- hard. 1 


suppose we can ratify it in December." 

Like many other officials here, Mr. - 
Podberiozkin said he wants ratification 
to lead "as quickly impossible" to 
negotiations for a follow-on START-3 
accord, with still lower levels of stra- 
tegic weapons, which Mr. Yelisin and . 
President Bill Clinton have pledged. 
START-2 would set limits of 3,500 to 

3.000 warheads for each side, down from 

6.000 under START- 1 . The tentative 
goals for START-3, ser earlier by- Mr. 
Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin, are between 
2,500 and 2,000 warheads for each side. 

The reality of Russia's dwindling 
strategic forces, however, is that it can- 
not support even that many and that its 
heavy, multiple-warhead, land-based 
missiles are reaching the end of their 
service life. 


START-2 -outlaws -land-based, mul- 
tiple-warhead missiles, and Russia has 
started replacing them with new, sing 1 ®' 
warhead missiles, butthe new Topol-M. 
rocket recentiyfaited a test flight, and « 
is not clear how many Russia can build, ■ 
given its economic problems. 

The projected dec line inRus5ian stra- 
tegic arms capability was documented 
in a secret report^ recently sent ur the 
Duma by First Deputy, Prime Minister. 
Yuri Maslynkov,. a former top Soviet-, 
era military-industrial planner who bas 
pushed formication- of START-2. ! 

According to ’’.two sources, Mr. 
M^yukcw estimated. inhis. report that, 
because of obsolescence and other , 
factors, Russia may be able to field only 
800 to 900- nuclear warheads- seven 
years ■from now. . 


Ankara Rebuffs Rome 


On Meeting Over Kurd 


'•q ilnlin i.'jff fu‘n r*v Ufl hrr 


Istanbul market 


ANKARA — Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz rejected an Italian offer Thursday 
ol a meeting to defuse an angry dispute 
over Turkey ’s demand that Rome hand 
over a Kurdish guerrilla leader. 

Mr. Yilmaz ’s comments, made as he 
entered Parliament to face a censure 
vote that could bring the end of his 
government, showed growing Turkish 
fury that Ankara may not be able to 
secure the extradition from Italy of its 
most wanted man. 

The state-run Anatolian News 
Agency quoted Mr. Yilmaz as saying 
Prime Minister Massimo D'Alema of 
Italy had suggested meeting before a 
soccer mutch berween Turkish and Itali- 
an teams Wednesday in Istanbul. 

“I said, 'if he wants to talk, let him 
come to Ankara.’ " the agency quoted 
Mr. Yilmaz as saying. 

Turkey is pressuring Rome to hand 
over Abdullah Ocalan, the head of the 
Kurdish Workers Party, who was de- 
tained as lie entered Itafy last week. Mr. 
Ocalan has applied for asylum. 

Protests have erupted in Ankara and 
Istanbul, and the Turkish press has ac- 
cused Italy, a NATO ally, of treating 
Mr. Ocalan as an honored guest. 

Tour companies have canceled trips 
to Italy in protest, imports of Italian 
shoe*, line! jewelry have been stopped. 


and salesmen at an 
crushed Italian fruit. 

But Mr. D'Alema said Italy would 
not bow to "economic blackmail." 

Italian law* forbids extraditing anyone 
to a country where they could face ex- 
ecution. as is the case with Mr. Ocalan. 
According to the ANSA news agency. 
Mr. D'Alema told his cabinet Thursday 
that Italy would stand by the law. 

Mr. Ocalan flew to Italy from Mos- 
cow. His lawyers have asked that he be 
placed under house arrest pending a de- 
cision on exrradinon or asylum; a hearing 
on their petition is scheduled for Friday. 

Mr. D’Alema has asked the European 
Union to back his efforts to maintain 
friendly relations with Turkey while re- 
specting Italian law. But EU countries 
cannot agree on whether the Kurdish 
Workers 'Party is a terrorist organiza- 
tion. Officials in Austria, which holds 
the revolving EU presidency, said there 
had been no move to get involved in the 
crisis. Many Western European coun- 
tries have migrant Kurdish and Turkish 
communities. 


German officials were tight-lipped on 
r. Ocalan's 


whether Bonn would seek Mr. 
extradition for alleged crimes in Ger- 
many by his party. 

The United Srates is pushing Italy to 
extradite Mr. Ocalan, whom it considers 
a terrorist. ( Reuters. A P l 
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TASTE OF WINTER IN ALSACE — A resident of Lampertheim, near Strasbourg, clearing snow Prom the 
sidewalk in front of his house Thursday after the first snowfall of the season blanketed northeastern France. 


Lithuania Seeks - 
An EU Timetable 


STOCKHOLM — Lithuania 
would like to see a fum xunetabte 
for EU accession talks despite 
lingering issaes such asihe closing 
of the Soviet- made IgnaKrta nuclear 
power plant. Foreign Minister AJ- 
sirdas Saadargas said Thursday. ~ 
Speaking ai a Baltic conference 

r . . . > ■ wiU it tvne.- 
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here, Jrir. 'Saudargas said it was 
for the Eun 


important for the European Union 
to allay fears. that its commitment to 
expansion had not slowed. 

The issue Of the Ignaiina plant 
has donrirtated- most discussions : 
concerning Lithuania's pofentiaI_ 
membcrehip. The plant has two re- 
actors similar to.ihe one that caused 
the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. The 
EU wants Lithuania ro set a. time- 
table for closing the plant ahead of 
membership talks.- . . {.Reuters) 


than 


France and Spain 
Set New Agenda 


PARIS — France and Spain be- 
gin their annual meeting in the west- 
ern French' port of La Rochelle on 
- Friday, and for once the focus of the 
summit will be on peace, rather than 
violence, in the Basque country. 

The- meetingi which is usually' 
largely devoted to how to fight the. 
separatist group ETA, is the. first 
since the separatist guerrillas de- Aj 
Glared a cease-fire two months ago fE 
in their 30-year-old campaign. " 
ETA, a Basque acronym, stands for 
Basque Homeland and Freedom. . 

The Spanish.authoriries have so 
far refused to negotiate widr the 
gueriilias unless they provide ev- 
idence dial they have given up the 
armed struggle forever. ( Reuters) 


For the Record 


British customs officials have 
launched a pre-Christmas crack- 
down on alcohol and tobacco 
smugglers bringmg goods into Bri- 
tain across the English Channel. 
Operation Mistletoe has involved 
raids on shops, pubs and clubs Sus- 
pected of involvement in smug- 
gling. (AFP) 
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Burglars Loot 
Safe of Lawyer 
Aiding Anwar 


The . l J Pi ess 

KUALA LUMPUR — Burglars ran- 
>jcl.cd the law office of one of Anwar 
Ibrahim’s defense attorneys, breaking 
open ,i safe containing documents re- 
lated tu the former deputy prime min- 
ister’s court case, the attorney reported 
Thursday. 

• Pawancheek Marican.one of Mr. An- 
. u ar\ nine attorneys, said he had not yet 
■ surfed through the papers strewn across 
bis office to see what had been taken. 

"The} were looking for something in 
particular," Mr. Pawancheek said. "1 
have 1 1 ., make a police report. Then I’ll 
■check and see what's missing." 

Mr. Anwar, once considered the suc- 
cessor to Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad, was dismissed Sept. 2. He is 
jruv mi trial for sodomy and abuse of 
’pov»er. charges he denies and calls po- 
liticalh motivated. 

The" Malaysian government recessed 
Mr Anwar’s trial so it would not up- 
■Magc the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation meeting of 21 Pacific Rim 
leaders, which ended Wednesday. 

Mr. Pawancheek said his office was 
broken into after 1 1 P.M. Wednesday. 
-a hen a staff member triple-locked the 
office door and padlocked a metal shut- 
ter sate outside. 
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The safe confaining Anw ar trial documents lies open after the burglary. 


When Mr. Pawancheek arrived "If they know how to break that, they 

Thursday morning, he discovered his won’t come with fingerprints." Mr. 
concrete-reinforced steel safe open on Pawancheek said, 
its back. The safe's thick door hung in a Mr. Anw ar's trial, which is likely to 
tangle of metal From a single hinge. run into next year, resumes Mondav. 


U.S. Refuses to Buy North Korea Access 


By Don Kirk 

tiller itiiih -Util ll.-tdIJ Triliwh 


SEOUL — A U.S. -special envoy, 
Charles Kartman. said Thursday that he 
had fiatly rejected a North Korean de- 
mand for a reported 5300 million for 
access to an underground facility in 
which the North is suspected of de- 
veloping nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Kanman, after two days of un- 
successful talks in the North Korean 
capital. Pyongyang, assured South 
Korean officials of a tough U.S. stance 
tow ard the North. President Bill Clinton 
is due to arrive Friday night from Tokyo 
fot a meeting on Saturday with Pres- 
ident Kim Dae Jung of South Korea. 

The issue of close cooperation in 
dealing with North Korea was expected 
to dominate the meeting amid mounting 
concern about how to persuade the 
North to open the underground site for 
inspection. 

Mr. Kartman was to remain here until 
the weekend to brief South Korean of- 
ficial*- and Clinton administration aides 
on [us talks earlier this week. 

His briefings for South Korean of- 
ficials were intended to allay their fears 
that the United States may be reluctant 
to compel the North to comply with the 
framework agreed upon in Geneva in 
l for halting its nuclear weapons 


program. Mr. Kanman said he had 
warned the North Koreans that refusal 
to open up the site for inspection might 
jeopardize the program under which the 
North was to stop work on nuclear 
weapons in return for two nuclear re- 
actors. 

South Korea has agreed to pay 70 
percent of the S4.6 billion cost of the 
reactors and the United Stales is ship- 
ping heavy oil to North Korea to fill its 
energy needs until they are completed. 

The special envoy refused to say how 
much the North Koreans had asked for 
inspection of the site, which was first 
spotted by satellite photography last 
summer. 

But Yonhap, South Korea's semi- 
official press agency, said the asking 
price was $300 million. 

Clinton administration officials in 
Washington confirmed that the North 
had asked for hundreds of millions of 
dollars. 

"We have rejected rhe question of 
compensation so the question of the 
amount is sort of irrelevant," Mr. Karr- 
man said. He explained that the North 
had demanded money as "compensa- 
tion for the insult" of Washington s 
suggestion that it was violating the 
Geneva agreement. 

He said the site was in KumehaiigrL 
about 40 kilometers r 25 miles i north- 


west of North Korea's nuclear facilities 
at Yongbvon. which is 145 kilometers 
north of Pyongyang. 

"We asked the ^qnh Korean side to 
remove our suspicions about 
Kumchangri." \lr. Kartman said. "My 
presentation contained a very clear ele- 
ment about the dancer the failure to 
resolve those Nuspieions could pose to 
die viability** of the Geneva agree- 
ment. 

He said that i* was "imperative these 
suspicions be resolved” but admitted 
that there was a wide gap between their 
positions. ’ We are still not satisfied." 
he said. 

U.S. officials said that their in'-pcc- 
tors had verified that the North was 
making a show of complying u ith the 
agreement at Yongbyon while failing to 
offer any proof that it had not trans- 
ferred activities to Kumchangri. 

Officials in Washington said, 
however, that the North did not appear 
ro have begun pouring cemenr for a new 
reprocessing plant in Kumchangri that 
could convert nuclear waste ro bomb- 
grade plutonium. 

The State Department spokesman. 
James Rubin, said that any attempt b> 
North Korea to revive its nuclear 
weapons program would violate "the 
entire letter and spirit of the objectives" 
of rhe Geneva agreement. . 


India Establishes 
Security Council 


NEW DELHI — The Hindu na- 
tionalist government set up a na- 
tional security council Thursday at 
which politicians would work with 
military generals to plan India's 
defense policy. 

Prime Minister Aral Bihari Vaj- 
payee, who will head the council, 
appointed Brajesh Mishra, his chief 
aide, as national security adviser, 
United News of India reported. 

The council wall include cabinet 
members and the chief of the Plan- 
ning Commission, the news agency 
reported. The chiefs of the army, air 
force and navy and civilian officials 
will be part of the council's stra- 
tegic policy group. 

The Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
y prorr 
(be council alter it 
March. 


Janata Party' promised to establish 
t came to power in 


fAP) 


Students March 
Against Suharto 


JAKARTA — Up to 3.000 angry 
students were blocked from march- 
ing on former President Suharto's 
home Thursday as bis successor 
warned that further civil unrest 
could threaten national unity. 

Demonstrators faced off with 
about 500 soldiers holding riot 
shields and batons outside the U.S. 
ambassador's residence a few 
blocks away from Mr. Suharto’s 
house. The former leader has re- 
mained a virtual recluse since his 
32-year rule came to an end after 
riots in May. . 

Earlier. President BJ. Habibie 
said civil unrest could escalate if 
student protesters prevented his 
government from carrying out 
promised political reforms. (AP) 


Foreign Journalists 
Warned by China 


BEIJING — China on Thursday 
warned foreign journalists not to 
break the country's laws, one day 
after a reporter for Der Spiegel. 
Juergen Kremb, was ordered to 
leave amid allegations that he pos- 
sessed classified documents. 

But a Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man refused to detail what kind of 
information was secret. 

“The Chinese government guar- 
antees rhe legitimate rights and in- 
terests of foreign correspondents 
and news organizations," the For- 
eign Ministry spokesman, Tang 


Gtiogiang, said at a regular news 
briefing. “ 


* At the same time, foreign 
correspondents in Beijing and for- 
eign news organizations must ob- 
serve the laws of China.” (Reuters) 


C<*l*lrd by LV Stiff Fnvi flbpu*-ir> 


LONDON — The Labour govern- 
ment, stunned by a Paris court’s .de- 
cision to release a renegade former Brit- 
ish spy; on Thursday defended its 
attempts to .prosecute him and denied 
they were politically motivated. 

• As the former spy, David Shayler, 
celebrated .his freedom in France, 
Downing Street said officials hoped to 
be able to appeal the Paris court’s refusal 
; to extradite him to Britain oh charges of 
breaking government secrecy laws. 

But some news organizations said 
that the French decision exposed prob- 
lems with Britain's Official Secrets Act. 
and that it was hypocritical of Labour 
ministers who had opposed' secrecy 
laws when they were in opposition to be 
trying ro enforce them now. 

One of these ministers, Home Sec- 
retary Jack Straw, denied that Britain’s 
pursuit of Mr. Shayler. who worked for 
the domestic counterintelligence ser- 
vice MI5, was a political action. 

• “This prosecution was in no way 
politically motivated, Mr. Straw said. 
“But we .wait to see the judgment. We 
then await to see what decisions the 
French prosecutor, in whose hands the 
question of appeal lies, whether they 
make an appeal or not." 

Mr. Straw brushed off a question on 
whether Mr. Shayler would be jailed 
immediately if he returned to Britain. 
“That is nor a matter for me, ” he told 
BBC radio. “It is a matter for the pros- 
ecution authorities, who are independ- 
ent of the home secretary." 

Many in Britain found the case rem- 
iniscent of that of Peter Wright whose 
1 987 book ‘ ' Spycatcher" about the MI5 

was harmed in Britain but was published 
in Australia despite strenuous British 
efforts to stop it 

“Just as in the case of Peter Wright, the 
spy who wrote about secret service plots 
to bug Harold Wilson, it has taken a 
foreign court to expose Britain^ un- 
healthy obsession with secrecy." The .In- 
dependent said in an editorial Thursday. 

“Tony Blair and Jack Straw have 
relied on a secrecy law whose intro- 
duction they once opposed because it 
didn't allow a public interest defense," 
the newspaper said, “How curious that 
they changed their stance once in gov- 
ernment. ' 

Mr. Shayler, 32, moved to France 
after the British government began in- 


vestigating him for divulging juoforma- 
tion about .MI5 in a series of news 
Interviews beginning last year. 

’ . Among other things. Nfr. Shayler ac- 
cused Britain of supporting a botched 
plot ro kill the Libyan leader, Moammar 
GadfiafL in February 1996 with a car 
bomb. He said Muslim extremists 
placed the device under die wrong car. 
killing bystanders: . ' 1 

Mr. Shayler also alleged that three 
Irish Republican Army bombings on the 
British mainland could have been pre- 


vented ifhis former bosses had been?ess 


bureaucratic. . . 

He also claimed thatMT5 held files oiTV 
more than 500,000 British subjects, in- 
cluding at least two ministers 1 in the 
present government 
The British authorities, after attempt- 
ing to lure Mr. Shay Idr back: to London 
with promises pf immunity from pros- 
ecution, took action against him after he 
threatened to publish further allegations 
on the Internet. 

. .He. was arrested at the request of Bri- • 
tain on Aug. I and held in a Paris prison 
pending extradition proceedings. 

After bis release Wednesday, Mr_ 
Shayler said: “It’s a great day for justice 
and a sad and embarrassing one for tbe- 
British government and MI5. I’m glad' 
to be out of prison bur I shouldn't have 
had to spend four months in jail for 
criticizing MI5.“ - (Reuters. 8»P) .. 


Beaujolais Nouveau Time 


Reuters 

PARIS — Corks were pulled 
from bottles of Beaujolais Nonveau 
in 192 countries on Thursday, giv- 
H 18 lovers their first taste of 
the 1998 vintage. 

E Fn 


The young French wine, harves- 
ted two months ago. went on sale, 
time zone by time zone in the first 
secqnas of the traditional third 
Thursday of November. . 

...’The .wine this year is quite 
good, apd /here is plenty of It to- go 
around. . said Aurore Baconnais at 
■ a wine shop in Paris.' 

About 54 million bottles' of die 
heavily hyped young wine were to 
be pat qn sale this year, with half 
staying in France, 40 percent going 
to the rest of Europe and 10 percent 

to the rest of the world. ■ • 




Azerbaijani Press Fasts in Protest 


Ct**fW Krar SH&fnm thspautn 

BAKU, Azerbaijan — Editors and 
journalists from independent newspa- 
pers have begun a hunger' strike to 
protest police beatings of journalists and 
libel soils against opposition media. 

The editors say criminal; cases that 
have been opened charging defamation 
of President Heydar Aliyev, as well as 
recent calls for tighter media contr ol by 
Parliament, constitute harassment and 
censorship. Parliament is dominated by 
supporters of Mr. Aliyev, whose broth-' 
er, Dzhaial, has sued an apposition 
newspaper, Azadlyg, for reporting that 
he and other- relatives of- tb^ preside&L 
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Mideast Security Pact 


But Getting Congress to Pay Is Uncertain 


By William A. Orme Jr. 

Nrtr Yuri Times Serrkr 


JERUSALEM — President Bill Clin- 
ton is promising Israel and the Pales- 
tinian Authority that the United States 
will pick up much of the bill for their new 
land-for-security plan. But buying peace 
will not be cheap, or easy. 

The change in House Republican 
leadership means that congressional 
scrutiny could be more acute than orig- 
inally anticipated. 

Israel’s new aid request raises po- 
tential diplomatic problems because the 
United States runs the risk of subsidizing 
roads to Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank. And greatly increasing aid to the 
Palestinians poses financial and political 
difficulties. U.S. officials say. 

As the Clinton administration weighs 
the Israeli and Palestinian requests, it is 
striving to ensure that the entire aid 
package strengthens rather than further 
complicates its role as a mediator. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
is expected to seek up to SI billion for 
pulling Israeli forces our of the West 
Bank, over and above the $2.9 billion in 
military and economic aid already ear- 
marked for Israel this fiscal year. The 
new request comes just as Congress has 
reduced assistance to Israel for the fust 
time in decades, cutting its yearly eco- 
nomic support to $1.08 billion, from 
51.2 billion, the beginning of what was 
announced as a 10-year phase-out of 
nonmilitary aid. 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
says be believes he has a green light to 
solicit as much as $300 million in new 
U.S. assistance — a big jump in U.S. aid 
to Palestinian-controlled Gaza and the 
West Bank, which has been kept at $75 
million annually for the past five years. 

Until recently, congressional approv- 
al did not seem much at issue. 

The House speaker. Newt Gingrich, 


rcsentative Robert Livingston, now as- 
sured of becoming Mr. Gingrich’s 
successor, was one of the few congres- 
sional leaders who has publicly ques- 
tioned economic aid to Israel. Congres- 
sional critics of Mr. Arafat, meanwhile, 
are likely to try to continue to block 
direct bilateral-style aid. 

The Clinton administration has not 
disclosed the full scope of its new ap- 


propriation request, which represents the 
fulfillment of a pledge by the president 


fulfillment of a pledge by the president 
to help underwrite the costs of the in- 
terim peace accord negotiated last 
month in Wye, Maryland. 

“The administration is considering 
the details of a package, which will 
address Israeli security requirements re- 
lating to Wye and Palestinian economic 
needs," Jim Foley, a State Department 
spokesman, said last Friday. 

While the expected U.S. aid package will 
spotlight the huge and widening gap be- 
tween aid to Israel and aid to the Palestinians, 
Palestinian economic officials hope it will 
institutionalize U.S. economic support. 

After the Oslo agreement in 1993, the 
United States announced a five-year, 
$500 million economic-aid package for 
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip: $375 
million in grants from the Agency for 
International Development and $125, 
million in loan guarantees for new local* 
U.S. business ventures from the Over- 
seas Private Investment Corp. 

■ US. Seeks Donors for Accord 




In British Columbia 


• VANCOUVER.' British 
Columbia -ASil*newspaj«r^b- 
Usher who was anneal of -Sikhbard- 
tiners was shot and killed here in fos 
home, the police said Thursday: -- 
' Tara Singh Hayer, 64, publisher 
of ihe Dido-Canadian Times, was 
killed Wednesday evening-. 

' The" publisher's -son, Sukhd£v 
Hayer, said he believed that the 
frilling was ah attempt w intimidate 
.. voters in coming elections for lead- • 
crehip at a Sikh temple in the area. 
The area’s- Sikh community has 
been plagued by violence between 
moderates and ftmdanantalisBoyei? , 
an edict from the religion Vrmmg 
body in India to remove tables and 
chairs, from temple dining. halls. _ 
which fundamentalists consider in- 
appropriate- there. —■■•f'APj 
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Palestinian policemen marching Thursday in a parade in Jenin to celebrate approval of the Israeli withdrawal. 


India Says Yeltsin 
Still Plans to Visit 


ISRAEL: West Bank Transfer to Palestinians Cefs Final Approval 


Continued from Page 1 


The United States said Thursday that 
it would hold an international confer- 
ence on Nov. 30 to seek new financial 
assistance to support die new Israeli- 
Palestinian peace agreement, Reuters re- 
ported from Washington 


The State Department spokesman, 
imes Rubin, said President Clinton had 


and the minority leader, Richard Gep- 
hardt, had signaled readiness to provide 


hardt, had signaled readiness to provide 
substantial new assistance. Bui the Ap- 
propriations Committee chairman. Rep- 


James Rabin, said President Clinton had 
invited some 50 nations and multilateral 
organizations to attend the donors' con- 
ference, which will be held in Wash- 
ington. He said zhe United States 
planned to “increase U.S. assistance to 
the Palestinians significantly over the 
next five years. ' ’ He gave no amount 


ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s tenuous 
control over his government. 

The ministers voted 7 to 5 to start the 
land transfer, with three abstentions, in- 
cluding Natan Sharansky, the trade min- 
ister who helped negotiate the American- 
brokered agreement, and two absences. 

In authorizing the transfer, the cabinet 
accepted generally that the Palestinians 
had lived up to their security commit- 
ments to date, among them the broadcast 
of decrees outlawing incitement and or- 
dering the surrender of illegal weapons 
to the anthorities. 

Also, an executive committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization has 
reaffirmed the annulment of clauses in 
die Palestinian covenant calling For Is- 
rael's destruction. 

But some ministers complained that 
there was insufficient proof of die Pal- 


estinian assertion that more than a dozen 
fugitives wanted by tbe Israelis had been 
arrested. . 


The cabinet also approved the open- 
12 of the airport in Gaza, which is 


ing of the airport in Gaza, which is 
expected by Sunday, when RoyaL Air 
Manx: is scheduled to make the inau- 
gural landing. 

And it authorized die release of 250 
Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails. 

But there have been complicated ne- 
gotiations with the Palestinians over the 
individual prisoners to be released. 
When Israel said it would free only those 
“without blood on their hands,” in- 
cluding 150 common criminals in the 
first group, tbe Palestinians protested 

“Do you think Yasser Arafat went to 
Wye Plantation to free car thieves?” 
asked Ahmed Tibi, a senior aide to Mr. 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader. 

The Palestinians have refused the list, 
but rfae Israelis plan to drop off the 


released prisoners at army bases in the . 
next 48 hours anyway. They are fid be. 
picked dp by the Palestinian authorities, 
said Hisbam Abdnl Raza, the minister of 
prisoner affairs. 

This is the first' phase of a 12-week 
withdrawal -plan/ which will leave 40 
percent of the West Bank under Pal- 
estinian control. 


NEW DELHI '-t The Foreign 
Minist ry of India said Thursday drat 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia 
g rill wanted to visit the country de^ 


• spite canceling a December trip/ 
The Kremlin announced .Wed- 
nesday that Mr. Yeltsin had asked 
Prime Minister Yevgeni Primakov 
to make the December trip m his. 

? lace, fueling speculation over Mr. 
'eltsin's health. • - (Renters)* 


■ Celebratory Parade in Jenin . 

-Thousands of Palestinians paraded in 
Jenin on Thursday to c elebrate the Israeli 
cabinet's decision.Reuters reported. . 

About 5,000 people, many of them 
youngsters, joined the parade, which was 
led by uniforined Palestinian security 
forces with/rifles at their shoulders.-- ; . 

Palestinians said they hoped the pull- 
back would presage an independent 'Pal- 
estinian state throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza. -which Israel captured in the 
1967 Middle East War. 


Congo to Skip Talks 


lONSHASA Democratic Rqjub- 
‘ tic of the Congo — The government 
of President Laurent Kabila will not 
attend talks in Botswana on Friday 
that are aimed at bringing peace to 
this war-tarn country, the govern- 
ment said Thursday. 

The meeting will gather officials 
of the United . Nations and African 
: diplomats. A- delegation from tbe 
. rebels wbp. Jre fighting to topple 
Mr: Kabila win attend. . (Reuters) 


Mother Lode of Dinosaur Eggs and Embryos Thrills Researchers Epidemic Predicted 


By John Schwartz 

Washm/iiuH PintServiiY 


WASHINGTON — Researchers have an- 
nounced the discovery of the richest dinosaur 
nesting ground ever uncovered — a site in Ar- 
gentina’s Patagonian badlands so crammed with 
eggs and egg fragments that paleontologists found 
themselves literally walking on eggshells. 

Dozens of the dinosaur eggs contained tbe first- 
ever confirmed embryos of sauropods, the large. 


lumbering plant-eaters whose ranks included what 
most people know as the brontosaurus. Even more 
astounding, some of the specimens showed the 
fossilized casts of embryonic dinosaur skin, the 
sort of soft tissue that almost never survives the 
tests of geologic time. 

“This piece, to me, has been the most exciting 


arrangement that probably indicates that the larger 
scales ran down the middle of the animal's back. 

Within five minutes of gening out of the car. 
eveiyone was kneeling down and looking at the 
fossilized eggs with great disbelief, he said. 

Dinosaur eggs have been found in many lo- 
cations around the world, and a few of those eggs 
have contained the fossilized remains of dinosaur 
embryos — including a spectacular find in Mon- 
golia announced in 1993 by the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History. Those embryos, 
however, were theropods — the dinosaur group- 


other sauropods and believes that they are probably 
dinosaurs now known as titanosnura. Though ti- 
tanosaurs were among the largest animals ever to 
walk the Earth, the Patagonian titanosaurs of the 
lime were comparatively puny, growing to about 15 
meters (45 feet), long and weighing several tons. 

The. hatchlings, however, emerged, from their 
eggs at a mere 38 centimeters { 15 inches? in length.: 


One, embryo was discovered with 32. tiny teeth, 
each barely two millimeters. Jons, One of the pal- 


ing that included meat-eaters such as the ty- 
rannosaurus rex and the velociraptor. This is lire- 


fossil find in my entire life,” said Luis Chiappe, a 
paleontologist at the American Museum of Nat- 


poieontologist at the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History in New York who co-led the ex- 
pedition that discovered the site. He gently cradled 
a fragment of the brown, porous shell with the 
nubbly texture of a fragment of skin clearly dis- 
played on the inside. 

The fossil skin shows tiny, lizard-like scales, 
with a band of larger scales down the center, an 


rannosaurus rex and the velociraptor. This is the- 
first confirmed discovery of sauropod embryos, 
and it confirms the sauropod origins of similar 
spherical eggs found in Africa, India, China, 
Europe and South America. 

Lowell Dingus, a geologist, described the feel- 


ingof being in such a place as “Christmas." 
The embryos are not complete tiny dinosa 


The embryos are not complete tiny dinosaurs, 
but are scrambled and tie flattened at the bottom of 
the shell. Researchers arepiecing the bits together 
to determine what kind or sauropod they were. 

Rodolfo Coria, a paleontologist with Museo 
Municipal Carmen Funes in Argentina, has com- 
pared the characteristics of the bones to those of 


each barely rwo millimeters Jong. One of the pen- 
cil-shaped choppers already showed signs of tooth- 
grinding wear common to titanosaurs, strength- 
ening the hypothesis about 1 heir species and further 
indicating that the creatures were bom hungry. 

The nesting site is near an area called Auca 
Mahuia and went undiscovered even by villagers 
who herded goats nearby. The researchers named 
the site Auca Mahuevo, a play on huevo. the 
Spanish word for egg. 

While nests found elsewhere generally contain 
several eggs, the Auca Mahuevo features nests 
teeming with eggs. Researchers cut one collection 
out of the rock containing at least 20 of the round 
eggs, each with a diameter of about 15 cen- 
timeters. They could have gotten more by cutting a 
larger chunk of stone, but said they were afraid the 
whole nest would be too difficult to transport 


Titanosaurs such as Saluisemrus lontWHS had • 
hard, bony protective plates, but paleontologists 
working with the embryos could find no evidence 
of bone in their skin samples. They said ihis could 
mean that the bone develops later,, as. it does' fori , 
some of today's Nile erocodiics. . 

.. The site contains fossils that date 70 .million. tu._ 
90 mi Hi on years, from iho period known as the late - 
Cretaceous. Today it offers sweeping vistas of 
low. scrubby, orange-brown sandsloneridges; But ' 
back at the lime when it waspari of the land mass* - 
know as Gondwana, tbe nesting ground wasaiush • 
floodplain crisscrossed with streams. . 

The eggs .were founti m extremely finely- > 
grained sandstone, leading the researchers toihC:.:. 
lieve that the streams flooded with just enough 
force to gently cover the eggs with silt, but- hot 
enough to destroy them. : V 

“This has the potential to become a very, very 
important place for die study of dinosaur *ei)nfc/ 
bryology," Mr. Chiappe said. 

The dozens of eggs already collected will soon : 
be joined by others afterian expedition in March/ 
Tbe government of Argentina has declared the. 
site to be public land and has begun building a 
ranger station to protect the treasure from poaefo 
ers. " r ‘ 
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• don't krvo^Jt rfi»lcad tolling cancer." ‘ : 

* "Addedwfra^ien: -* ’Poficymakeotaci i 
t - until now there’s been j 

CTiina,” ' ' — j 

In trarffasf'rwo years, the' Chinese > 
ami-smoking * 
qog^pgig^^od srrkrke-t'ree days, ban- 1 
ning.cigarette advertising and imposing j 
: '^moRfh|‘ tans in public places. But it is ! 
tiie beginning of a long uphill, banle. , 
. "Selling cigarettes is, a lucrative busi- 
ness in China, which produces more to- t 
bacoo rhaH any other country on earth and i 
-where the government owns an estimated j 
90 percent of tobacco companies. ,J 


Cigarette companies are still die spon-i > 
its of many sports events catering vR [f. 


- sots of many sports events catering vR 
young people, from the Marlboro Soccer 
League tb the 555 motor-cross races. 


LAFONTAINE: Vow to Enforce Rigor 




Continued from Page 1 


start of the 1 990s by Jacques Delors, then 
the European Commission president. 

But he also emphasized that the in- 
vestments must be made “without ques- 
tioning the existing Stability Pact. ’* 

Leading European industrialists have 
been harshly critical of Mr. Lafomaine’s 
recent statements about reflating the 
German economy, and many economists 
have warned that the ascendancy of left- 
ist governments across Europe might 
mean that public spending could soon 
replace fiscal responsibility. 

Yet on Thursday, when asked if he 
agreed with proposals by Prime Minister 
Massimo D’Alema, European Commis- 
sioner Mario Monti and some of his own 
aides that new public spending on in- 
frastructure could be excluded from cal- 
culations of budget deficits under the 
Maastricht treaty, Mr. Lafontaine de- 
murred. He merely said, “We don't have 
such problems in Germany.” 

Mr. Lafontai ne. who issued a joint call 
with Mr. Ciampi for a coordinated Euro- 
pean “policy mix” of fiscal, monetary 
and income policies that would lift 
growth and fight unemployment, was 
also keen to stress that he was not sug- 
gesting a collective setting of wage 
levels across Europe'. 

“We cannot have a single European 
income level,” Mr. Lafontaine said. 
“That would be absurd and that might 
create the fear that we want a harmonized 
level of income in Europe, income must 
be lied to productivity levels in national, 
regional and local workplace terms." 

In another sign that Germany’s gov- 
ernment was adapting a more pragmatic 
stance. Chancellor Gerhaid Schroederon 


Thursday announced plans to repeal rules 
that have traditionally exempted low-paid 


empioymeni from welfare contribution'*. 

Mr. Lafontaine's theme, in his meet- 
ings Thursday with Mr. Ciampi and Mr. 
Brown, was lhai Europe needed 10 com- 
bat unemployment by way of “a policy 
mix of coordinated fiscal, monetary and 
incomes policy." This concept, along 
with Mr. Lafontaine’s view that con- 
sumer demand needs to be stimulated by 
tax cuts for low-paid worker** forms the 
German message that will be delivered on 
Svndav at a meeting of finance ministers 
from the 1 1 nations adopting the euro. 


The meeting, ahead of the gathering 
next Monday of all 15 European Union 
ministers, is expected to release a policy 
paper entitled * The New European Way 
— Economic Reform in the Framework 
of EMU.” 

Meanwhile, in Germany on Thursday, 
the IFO economics institute released its 
monthly business-climate index show- 
ing that confidence had fallen in October 
more than had been expected. 

Mr. Lafontaine brushed off the report, 
along with sharp criticism on Wednes- 
day of the Schroeder government's eco- 
nomic policies by the government's pan- 
el of independent economic advisers. 
“The expectations regarding economic 
growth in Germany reflea the inter- 
national environment,” he said. 

Mr. Lafontaine then noted that “God 
gave us two eyes ’ ’ and said he meant that 
Bonn would make economic policy on 
the basis of "both supply and demand.” 
Explaining further, he said that “since 
1 980 we have had a constant, unchanged 
level of real incomes, and maybe we 
should come to the conclusion that de- 
spite folly used capacities we have a 
problem on the demand side.” 

Asked whether he planned to press 
ahead with his proposal for Group of 
Seven nations to try and manage cur- 
rency rates by way of "target zones*' 
despite opposition from Washington and 
Paris, Mr. Lafontaine insisted that "the 
idea comes from the United States, and 
was one of the recommendations of a 
recent commission on Bretton Woods 
that included Paul Volcker.” 

He said Germany’s goal was "to 
guarantee stability” in foreign-ex- 
change markets 4 ‘and therefore to look at 
some kind of target zones as the basis of 
international cooperation. ” 

Stanley Fischer, the International 
Monetary Fund's first deputy managing 
director, on Thursday rejected Mr. La- 
fontaine's proposal. In an interview pub- 
lished in the Handelsblan newspaper, 
Mr. Fischer warned it could “lead to 
destabilizing speculation, ir the ex- 
change-rate bands are too narrow,” 

Although Mr. Lafontaine and Mr. 
Ciampi both backed full lax harmoniz- 
ation in the European Union, a. spokesman 
fur Mr. Brown said London agreed on the 
need to battle unemployment hut did nor 
see tax harmonization as a priority. 



CUNTON: In TV Talk, Japanese Get to Know the President Better j 
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Mr. Ciampi arriving for a hews 
conference in Rome on Thursday. 


forward manner, and I believe they did, 
yes. That's really a question yon could 
ask them better than me.” 

The moderator, Tensuya Chikushi, 
stepped in quickly. “Thanks you very 
much. Let’s change the topic now,” be 
said. 

Mr. Clinton's purpose was to continue 
to nudge Japan to take steps to revive its 
stagnated economy, at the same tune 
providing reassurances that Japan bad 
not lost its special relationship with the 
United States. For years, the Japanese 
basked in the oft-quoted refrain that the 
U.S. -Japanese ties had grown into the 
world’s most important bilateral rela- 
tionship. But Japan these days is aciitely 
sensitive to signs that its status is slip- 
ping while Washington turns its atten- 
tion to China, the rapidly emerging 
Asian giant: - 

The format Thursday night, which the 


White House sought our, ■ seemed 
uniquely suited to Mr. Clinton’s goal of 


’s goal of 


soothing the anxieties of tire Japanese 
people. Having mastered the town hall 
format whfle campaigning far the pres- 
idency,' he- has' over the last year em- 
■ployed it overseas, first in Argentina in 
1997 and, most notably, last summer 
with students in China: 

-On the economy, the most sensitive 
issue of his visit to Japan, Mr. Clinton 
struck a softer, tone than has been heard 
from Washington since the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis jmuclctnore than a year ago. 
Instead of blasting Japan for inactioa, as 
a series of administration officials have 
been doing for more , than a year, he 
offered what he referred to as “the ad- 
vice of afriend.*’ ' • 

"The United- States views Japan as 
our friend, our , ally for the future,” 
he said. “We regret that you have 
the present economic challenges you 
have but we don’t think you should 


be too pessimistic about the future. 1 
"I would urge you to support your } 
government in aggressively dealing with- 1 
the financial ■ institutions, aggressively, j 

moving- to snrmnrt vm^rrnnciimn^., 


me rmanciai institutions, aggressively. { 
moving to support greater consumption, * 
aggressively .moving for structural 1 
changes that will create more jobs. . J 
“A strong Jaoan is wwi for vm* hur • 


vuaii S c3 mat wui create more jobs. - t 
“A strong Japan is^ood for you, but ■ 
essential to the rest of Asia emerging -} 
ftpm present difficulties. Don’t be • 


iu ute rest 01 Asia emerging j 
from its present difficulties. Don’t be • 
disco^ed,butdo.bedetermined.That i 

would be the advice of a friend. ” a*. . ; 

Although the government of Hfoae \ 
Minister Keizo Obuchi has been widely. 1 
FJ^Sned by American officials since ! 
Mr,- Obuchi took office in July, Mr. 
Clmton urged patience. . • - , » 

“Do nor rudpe f/Vt • fl^rcfrlir 4 mm. * 


“ - ® panrace. . - ■ r - * 

„ -IR 6 to ° -harshly, too 

"I think the big tilings J 
that have been done here are- essentially j 
moving in the riaht *, 3 : 


. Ncsaia. ltmnk the big things x 
e been done here are essentially | 
in the right direction:” ... . < 

Hinton ofFeieri 


Rt rrT & l rerecnon: .... I 
Mr. Clmton offered reassuring words ‘ 

^ stabIe rclarions be- i 

twsen China and the United Stales were I 
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attempt to form an opposition party fell 
apart in December. But he has maneu- 
vered his way back into the spotlight and 
into power. 

“Ozawa is a player once again,” said 
John Neuffer, a senior analyst at Mitsui 
Marine Research Center. “The downside 
is that if you look at other parties that have 
gotten close to the LDP in recent years, 
they've not ended up in Ihe best shape.” 

Naoto Kan, leader of the Democratic 
Party, the largest opposition party, de- 
clare! the alliance a mortal blow to the 
Literal Party. “This shows tile defeat of 
the Liberal Party.” he said 

But the Liberals had Utile to lose. 
Widely expected to lose several seals in 
the next election, the fractious party will 
now gain at least one cabinet seat after 
the upcoming extraordinary session of 
Parliament closes in December-, and the 
governing party has agreed to adopt 
many Liberal policies — although not 
the party’s proposal to suspend the un- 
popular national sales tax. 

What the Liberal Democrats gain 
from (he coalition, other than the prom- 


ise of Liberal Party support in the ex- 
traordinary session of Parliament sched- 
uled to begin Nov. 27; is less obvious. 

The party has been forced to rale by 
coalition since Mr. Ozawa defected in 
1993. While the alliance adds only 12 
more votes in the -Upper House, h 
provides 35 more votes in the Lower 
House, where the liberal Democrats 
already have a majority with 262 seats. 

Beyond additional troops, the coali- 
tion will help rein in ihe right wing of rhe 
Liberal Democrats. Led _by Seiroku 
Kajiyama and Shizuka Kamei. the right- 
ists have created a sort -of outspoken 
internal opposition within the party. ... 

The two have '.'been pushing an al- 
liance with Mr. Ozawa and another op- 
position party, Komei. which is backed 
by a large lay Buddhist sect. 

**If we are unsuccessful in organizing 
a coalition with the Liberal Party arid 
Komei before tbe extraordinary session, 
the Obuchi administration will hit ,a . 
wall,” Mr. Kamei predicted last month. 

The Liberal Democrats have agreed to 
issue 700 billion yen ($5.8 billion} worth 
of shopping coupons to win the co- 
operation of Komei. which has 24 neats 


in tiie Upper House. The opposition 
party's younger members refuse to ap- 


prove a frill-fledged ^alliance with the 
Liberal Deniocrais, but the coupon plan , 
is expected to help win their support in 
Parhament if not at the electoral level. 

Bat at the . same; time the coalition 
^bracestteKajiyank-Kamei fdrces.it 
pushes' : aWay other influential party 
members led by Koichi Kato, the former 
recretary-geoaral of. the party; Taku 
Yamasaki: former: chairman of the 


party’s Policy R^earch Council, and 
Junichiro Koizumi, the former minister 


for health, ai&.wei&re who ran against ' 
Mr. Obuchi and 'Mr. Kajiyama for the . 
prime minister's post this summer: • - 

Indeed. Hiromu Nonaka, the powerful 
chief cabinet secretary who was thechief 
driver behind the; coalition, - acknowl- 
edged the difficultyof dying to hold the 
two wings together when he suggested . 
Thursday nigm thar he might resign be- 
fore ihe alliance h formalized. .. 

Mr. Kato has been a dose ally of Mr. 


Nonalct. but he q next ioned whether the 
party rank-and-file would support the 
deal. “They should have done ft through 
partywidc dixeussiohx.” hc said' ' - 


for Mr. CJVnton 1 '^ | 
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rrom Kumquats to Katmandu 

A Small Chinese Town Carves an Oasis for the Tourist Trade 


By Katherine Tanko 


Y 


ANG$HUO,<3iina —A huge 
poster . of Maohangs on the 


■ kitchen doorway. In the brave 
new woriditU 990s China, the 
Great Helmsman has been bom again as 
Mr icon of good fortune. “ETe is a king, ' 
dragon-god. . Hanging : his. picture .on 
doorways brings' good luck/’ one, total ’ 
said. “I don’t believe it 'myself, but my 
.grandmother insists it’s true.” 
'akThings have changed in; Yangshuo. 
j?his small country town once known for 
itspomelos, kumquatsaixl not much else 
has created its own special niche infeer 
nation’s- burgeoning tourist trade. Cash- 
ing in on a steady now of tourists from 
nearby Guilin, locals have transformed 
this once impoverished rural outpost into 
a latter-day Katmandu, offering visitors 
the chance to experience a sideof -China 
often hidden to visitors. : 

For a first-hand glimpse of countty 
life, I joined up with Li Yun.Zhao, one 
of a dozen local Burners who offer tai- 
lor-made lours into the countryside, in- 
cluding hutch in their own homes. These , 
popular tours give visitors a chance to 
experience village life at close quarters 
and sample authentic rural- cuisine. A 
bicycle, some basic English and a note- 
book to record the glowing comments of 
satisfied customers are all thar’s needed 
rjUaunch a lucrative career as a rural 
w%r guide. 

Li first began giving tours in 1992. ‘‘I 
needed to make money," she said as we 
set out from Yangshuo on foot "My 
house was very old and I wanted to Send 
my three children to school. A few 
women were already doing tours and I 
thought, hey, I can do that!” We cut 
down a dirt path and were soon lost in 
the undulating karst rock landscape the- 
Guangxi region is famous for. 

Mossy limestone peaks towered 
above a patchwork of fish fattens, cftrus 
groves and paddies laced with mean- 
dering. jade-green streams. A group of 
women, knee-deep m paddy mod, teased 


Li as we passed, scolding her fer strolling 
around when there was work to be done. 
I was invited to roD up my trousers and 
-get dqwn in the mud to try my hand at 
transplanting tire tender rice seedlings. 

Li spoke with candor about life for 
‘the contemporary peasant in this part of 
toe world. Collective fanning ended in 
1981 when every family was allotted a 
portion of land. "Before, if you 'were 
lazy or worked hard, you got the same. 
So no one bothered working hard and 
there were bad harvests. Now if people 
work hard they can do well” 

We passed through a small village 
where tire sound of voices reciting les- 
sons echoed from a schoolroom. On a 
grassy verge sax a lone toddler clutching 
a rice bowl while mother worked in the 
fields nearby. "No mo£her-in-law” , .Li 
said, sadly, asking how women in the 
West managed without the live-in help 
most Chinese women take for granted. 



Mickey Mao’s serves good, cheap 
Chinese and international food. 


Her relationship with her own mother- 
in-law had a rocky start, marked by 
conflict that sometimes led to violence. 
"But that’s all in tire past," she said. 
"We get along very well now." 

It’s no wonder. Li is the family ra<;h 
cow, sometimes earning in a week what 
other farmers earn in a year. Thanks to 
her success, the 300-year-old family 
home has been replaced by a two-story 
bouse complete with satellite dish. In 
the from room, a large television blared 
a Qing Dynasty-era soap opera while Li 
seiVed a lunch of fried fotus flower, 
spicy chili salad and soup. 

Ajn Ideal Bask 

‘ ’Thar was a very bad time," she said 
gravely as the image of threadbare peas- 
ants fighting to catch handfuls of grain 
filled the screen. Above the television 
sat a shrine invoking the ancestors to 
bless the family with good luck, sur- 
rounded by the school certificates of her 
three children — a triumph for a woman 
who managed only three years of school 
before being relegated to the kitchen. 

Although Yangshuo originally 
served as Tittle more than a stopping off 
point for river cruises from Guilin, tire 
town now boasts -enough amenities to 
serve as an ideal base for exploring 
Guangxi ’s many attractions. Travel 
agents in town can arrange tours, tickets 
and excursions to Dong villages and tire 
famous rice terraces of Longsbeng. But 
there is also plenty to do right here. 
There are bicycles for hire and the 
aquaricaUy minded can rent inner tubes 
and kayaks for a day on the river. 

One-day boat tours are one of the most 
popular excursions. The five-hour ride to 
the village of Yangdi weaves through 
some of die prettiest sections of the Li 
River, Craggy peaks with names like 
White Tiger Hill and Pen Holder Peak 
hug (he river's edge. Fishermen on rafts 
made of tightly lashed bamboo skim 
across tire water like gondoliers, ignored 
by the water buffalo that graze by the 
shore. On misty days the landscape takes 



1 

ss 

liHs88f 




SI mi 



1 

lr§l- 


=1 


















Once known for Us pomelos . kumquats and not much else, Yangshuo is cashing in on the flow of tourists. 


on a haunting quality, hinting at the le- 
gends bound up in these ancient peaks. 

Follow the river south for an hour to 
Full, a small village of muddy footpaths 
and crumbling stone houses. The main 
attraction is tire biweekly market, which 
draws thousands from the countryside. 
Here you can see the machinations of 
China’s free-raarker ethic in fell flight. 
Everything from toads to rat poison — 
and of course more conventional pro- 
duce — is flogged in an enormous mar- 
ket square the size of an aircraft hangar. 
There were giant tubs of catfish and eel, 
sacks stuffed with tobacco and men bar- 
becuing pork trotters with a blow torch. 

After an hour wandering the market 
maze, I climbed on the bicycle 1 bad 
brought by boat and cycled back to 
Yangshuo along quiet country roads. 

Long gone are me days when the only 


accommodation in Yangshuo were state- 
run flophouses with hoi water restricted 
to a few hours in the evening. The 
Yangshuo Paradise Resort offers inter- 
national-standard rooms starting at 
$100, but you can save up to 50 percent 
by booking through an agem. 

It's also worth checking out the 
private guest houses, many of which 
compete for the growing upper-end mar- 
ket and boast "luxury" and family 
rooms with private bath for a fraction of 
the price. Cafes with fetching names like 
Mickey Mao's and The Red Star Express 
have English menus and serve good, 
cheap Chinese and international food. 

Much of Yangsbuo's appeal lies in its 
unique ability to reconcile such tourist 
kitsch with the town’s down-home 
country charm. Beyond the souvenir 
stalls and tourist cafes, everyday 


Yangshuo lives on. Tractors heading for 
the fields putter noisily down cobbled 
streets; men huddle outside shops play- 
ing mahjong while kids wielding bad- 
minton rackets leap and squeal in the 
streets. And because tourism has been a 
boon, visitors are welcome. 

Autumn is the best time to visit — you 
avoid the heat of summer, when tem- 
peratures can reach 40 degrees centi- 
grade. It’s even possible to combine a 
slay in Guilin with a few nights in 
Yangshuo. Although Guilin is still better- 
known, more and more people arc for- 
going the hermetically sealed safety of its 
star-rated hotels to wallow in Yangshuo's 
country charms. The odd Mao poster here 
and there hasn't hurt either. 

Katherine Tanka is a journalist whn 
travels frequently in Asia. 


Away From It All: Isle of Wight 
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• By Susan Allen Toth 

YDE, England— In late fell, 
many British seaside resort 
towns have' a '-haunting 
charm. In tire damp chill of 
early dusk, a festive sir lingers in the 
scattered lights of a few year-round 
restaurants, tire muted clamor of 
games from an open arcade, fee glim-; 
raeroFVxcUKian lamps over a deserted 
boardwalk. Tburist-season signs — 
"Fudge and Salt Taffy,” " Postcards, 

Souvenirs, Maps”. hang above 

closed shops. 

Shuttered and secluded, these towns 
have a hushed feeling, as if they were 
waiting for something to happen. In 
the lull between mellow autumn and 
the battering of winter storms, feey 
offer a brief, sense of suspended time. 
l Last fall, when, my husband and I 
I were planning an early December trip 
to London, I decided 
feat sense of suspen- 
sion was' just what we 
needed. '. 

When I studied the 
map, I kept returning 
to fee intriguing shape 
offee Isle of Wight, 23 
miles (37 kilometers) 
wide and' 13. miles, 
long, off the soufeem * 
coast Brochures 'for - 
the island,, a summer 
holiday mecca, trum- 
pet edregattas; Queen 
Victoria’s country re-., 
treat Osborne House, 
and tourist attractions 
life* a fantasy pack, 
sflfl&n railway, golf 
courses and zoo. Far 


hulk The Pepperpot Players, a local 
dramatic society, would present a 
thriller-comedy by Simon Brett in the 
hall the following night Tickets, under 
$5, would include refreshments. 

On Saturday morning, weawoke to 
bright sunshine, and -we only 'needed- 
light jackets fix our planned four-mile 
walk, neatly mapped out in an Ord- 
nance Survey guidebook. We began 
on a grassy cliff near Venmor, a 
coastal town near our inn called fee 
"Madeira of England" because of its 
terraced streets carved into tire steep 
hillsides. We then descended to a 
cove, where sun-flecked ocean spray 
dashed almost to fee doors of several 
■ shuttered cottages. 

'. Climbing again, we detoured into 
fee 22-acre (nine-hectare) Ventaor 
Botanic Garden, still blooming wife 
fuchsia, roses and enormous bushes of 
rosemary. This sheltered oasis is de- 
signed as a Victorian subtropical 





courses and zoo. Fair 
from undiscovered, it 
was dotted with towns 
and villages. . 

When I read about - 
the off-season Isle of 
Wight, however, . it 

seemed a different The view from Venmor, called the ‘Madeira of England” 
raafmg ^^Osbonre ^eccuise of its terraced streets carved into the steep hillsides. 


kind of place--- no because of its terraced 
regattas, Osborne • J 

House often closed, holiday villages garden, w 
, shut down. My Outdoor Leisure Map tralia,-sbt 
^outlined vast stretches of beach, and fee i 
V coastal walks and inland footpaths, regions^ a 
and my' tourist handbook promised, raining pi 
wife only a little hedging, a semi- - Contra 
Mediterranean climate. After a two- dise Wal 
hour drive from Gatwick airport, Lon- wet leave 
don, and a half-hour ferry ride, we’d post, tool 
have all that sea waiting for us. overhang 

- wife shru 

Premuumg HFO tt CHIIfTJiAS : .Paradise' 
- sHceofji 

Ryde,abusylittleresorttownonthe the Uiide 
north coast a few minutes* drive from most rem 
Fhhbomrc,. where fee car ferry ar- a seven-i 
rives, was already getting ready for by aslipp 
Christmas. When we found a small Eventual! 
hotel open fix' a late lunch, we ^yatebed Downs, 
our waitress doing double duty as fee Rew Do' 
hung lanterns and strings of colored could see 
lights around the cheerful room. Out-; and hous< 
-side, jus* beyond an enclosed garden below. V 
$frhere a few roses and geraniums still ' far away. 


garden, with sections devoted to Aus- 
tralian-southern Africa, New Zealand 
and fee Mediterranean, among other 
regionvand a medicinal garden con- 
raining plan tensed in folk remedies. 

- _ Continuing up, we entered Para- 
dise Walk. This path, slippery with 
wet leaves and fresh -smelling com- 
post, took ns back into fee shadow of 
■.overhanging trees. Thickly wooded 
wife shrubs and ferns as well as trees, 

, Paradise Walk felt'Iike a quarter-mile 
sBce of jungle,. Above us was pan of " 
the UndercTiff, one of fee island's 
most remarkable geological features, 
a seven-mile natural terrace formed 
by a slippage of chalk and limestone. 
Eventually we emerged onto High 
Downs. -Walking along fee edge of 
Rew Down, a nature reserve, we 
could see past green pastures, sheep 
and housetops - to . fee glinting sea far 
below. Winter seemed wonderfully 


bloomed, we could -see the waves ; After lunch — ft 
washing up on the sandy shore. > where our windows 
After settling into Link Orchard, a a few yards away - 
bed-aad-breakfast outside feetiny vil- the island, measdt 
lage of St Lawrence on fee southeast lanes, loCarisbroo) 
coast, we rnadeourplass. Walks, some imposing medic 
exploration by car, arakunexpectedly^ : massive stone ram 1 
fee theater'—for we had seen a notice moat Charles I was 1 


After lunch — fresh crab at a pub 
where our windows looked out on surf 
a Few yards away — we drove across 
the island, meanrign ug on country 
lanes, toCarisbrooke Castle, wife an 
imposing medieval gatehouse, 
massive stone ramparts and a deep 
moat Charles I was briefly imprisoned 


in fee window of fee' hearby village, to the casile, before his eventual be- 


heading in 1649, but fee fortress 
seemed almost cheerful in fee balmy 
afternoon sun. 

Our night at fee theater was a high- 
light of fee weekend, a village event 
packed wife local people, who pulled 
oat extra chairs for us; The small reel- 
. angular space made a surprisingly ef- 
fective playhouse. At intermission, 
after we had our tea, a lady passed 
trays of cookies down each row, and 
another conducted a lively raffle (at 
about 16 cents a ticket) with prizes dial 
included a bottle of wine and a box of 
Christmas sparklers. The play was 
charming, and its actors confident and 
well-rehearsed. 

On Sunday morning, we circled half 
fee Isle of Wight, driving south and 
then northwest along a stunning coast- 
line toward the Needles and Alum 
Bay. Judging from fee size of res- 
taurants and gift shops, summer tour- 
ists flock to see the bay and its 
Needles, three dramat- 
ic white-chalk out- 
crops jutting from the 
water. The bay, named 
for fee alum that was 
once extracted here, is 
famous for its strata of 
sandstone in white, 
black and soft shades 
of green, red, yellow 
and brown. The sands 
are sold in various sou- 
venir fonns. But on 
this gray, chilly day, 
fee chairlift down to 
fee beach wasn't 
working, only one gift 
shop was open and we 
waSted by ourselves to 
fee lighthouse that 
guards the bay for 
views of the spectac- 
ular cliffs. 

In late morning, we 
still had time to stop at 
Tennyson Down, 
named for fee poet, 
eland” less than two miles 

r> hillsides fr 001 Needles. In 
9 niusiaes. his house 

at the foot of the down, Tennyson 
wrote some of his best-known poetry, 
including “Idylls of fee King.” On the 
down, which is marked by a monu- 
ment where Tennyson used to take his 
daily exercise, we joined a handful of 
well-wrapped walkers and their dogs, 
who were braving a sharp wind wife 
equanimity. But a very short, cold 
walk was enough to drive us back to 
fee car in search of a classic English 
Sunday lunch: roast beef, Yorkshire 
pudding and sherry trifle at the Folly 
Inn, stiS another waterside pub, down 
a winding road next to a marina. 

After lunch we wandered around 
the island, passing through several 
quiet towns and yet more connny 
l nn ex among fields and pastures. As 
dusk began to fall, we paused at 
Shanklin, just up the eastern ooasr 
from our inn, for one last seaside walk. 
Except for- one amusement pavilion, 
everything on fee beachfront was 
closed. Only a few lampposts and fee 
pavilion’s blinking lights cast slanting 
gleams onto fee wet sand. As we 
walked, fee beach seemed to stretch 
for miles in fee freshening dark. 

Susan A lien Toth, whose most recent 
book is " England for All Seasons," 
wrote this for The New York Times. 


American History X 

Directed by Tony Kaye. U.S. 
Advertisements for fee controversy 
magnet that is "American History X” 
seem to be selling Edward Norton's buff 
physique, savage scowl and swastika 
tattoo m equal measure. So they reflect 
fee film's bold but reckless synthesis of 
visual enticement and rhetorical fever. 
Presented in fee ersatz poetic idiom of 
videos and commercials, this is an in- 
flated yet gut-slugging film that dares to 
address America’s neo-Nazi culture 
wife brutal candor. Its toughest images 
stick even when its lurid self-aggrand- 
izing spins out of control. Having made 
his electrifying screen debut wife an 
essentially dual role in "Primal Fear," 
Norton now plays a two-faceted char- 
acter wife even more fury. He appears as 
the ideologically double-jointed Derek 
Vinyard, who begins fee film as a hate- 
mongering skinhead only to undergo a 
total personality transformation. Once 
Derek renounces his pasr (* ‘Those guys, 
the gang, that life — I’m done wife it!’’) 
the film can consider the lingering 
residue of bigouy. Not surprisingly (fee 
executive producer, Steve Tisch, was 
also a producer of "Forrest Gump"!, it 
repudiates the same violence it initially 
exploited in shocking, lovingly slow 
motion. Though its story elements are 
all too easily reduced to a simple outline. 
“American History X" has enough 
fiery acting and provocative bombast to 
make its impact felL For one thing, its 
willingness to take on ugly political 
realities gives it a substantial raison 
d’dtre. For another, it has been directed 
wife a mixture of handsome photo-real- 
ism and visceral punch. The filmmaker 
of record is Tony Kaye, but he has 
renounced this substantially re-edited 
version of his work. It’s easier to ac- 
knowledge the heady mix of flash and 
conscience that Kaye has created, in a 
manner reminiscent of politically aware 
hyperstylists from Michael Cimino to 
Spike Lee, than to know whether suf- 
focatingly melodramatic music, pensive 
water images and lingering, super-tight 
close-ups were necessarily the direc- 
tor’s own ideas. As written by David 
McKenna, "American History X" cen- 
ters on a racist killing that Derek com- 
mits wife horrifying gusto. It’s the kind 
of film feat milks this violence furiously 
and also tries to heat up this episode by 
watching Derek in a sexual tryst just 
before the violence occurs. Though 


wife the tacitly homoerotic energy of its 
skinhead bulties. The vastly talented 
Norton plays him searingly well, but 
Derek is as thin a straw man as fee 
story’s other characters, who are con- 
ceived as essentially passive products of 
their small-minded environment. The 
film’s pivotal figure is Derek's impres- 
sionable younger brother, Danny, who 
has a spongelike interest in everything 
Derek espouses. Danny, as played with 
wrenching vulnerability by Edward Fur- 
long, is fee film’s roost blatant reminder 
that actions have consequences, though 
this is something most viewers already 
know. (Janet Maslitt. NYT) 

L'Examendeminuit 

Directed bv Daniele Dubroux. France. 
Daniele Dubroux, who made fee winy 
Left Bank boudoir comedy 4 ‘Le Journal 
du Seducteur,” repairs to the provinces 
in "L'Examen de minuit” (literally 
"midnight exam' Wife aburlesque cast 
of mad peasants and raving? aristocrats - 
When Serena, played by Julie Depardieu, 
arrives in a town called Dieulefit in re- 
sponse to an ad to marry fee lord of the 
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Edward Furlong, left, and Edw ard Norton in " American History X” 


manor, you wonder what indeed God has 
wrought. Skinny, knock-kneed, a waif 
with a crooked smile and a dress feat 
looks hand-stilched out of sequins, polka 
dors and spit. Serena is hardly made of 
fee stuff a blue blood would consider for 
breeding purposes. After a quick scene of 
disillusionment wife fee aristocrat she 
meets Roland, a farmer (Serge Riabouk- 
ine), who is smitten to the point that he 
robs banks to finance their nuptials. But 
on fee wedding night, Serena runs off 
with Antoine (Francois Citizen, lord of 
another castle. Dqpressive Antoine is a 
writer who locks Serena in his tower, 
keeping her on hand for inspiration. 
Downstairs is his wife, Marianne 
(Dubroux), fee woman behind fee throne 
as it were, and fee only serious character 
in the movie. It doesn’t take Marianne 
long to figure what her husband is up to, 
and dig into Serena’s past, determined to 
fix them both. Dubroux knows how to 
plot a film tight and make it look loose. 
Debutant Depardieu, wrapped in her un- 
buttoned button-down d&olletes, teeter- 
ing in spike heels, turns, on the stroke of 
midnight, into a bewitching faiiy prin- 
cess. (Joan Dupont, iHT) 

Meet Joe Black 

Directed by Martin Brest. U.S. 

Death be not proud, death be right stu- 
pid. "Meet Joe Black," wife Brad Pitt, 
is a near-death experience: Time seems 
to stop as we stiffen in our seats and the 
actors all whisper as if they’re ai a wake. 
Martin Brest, the director, obviously 
embraced feat old saw — death is 
nature's way of telling us to slow down 
— in making this funereally paced 
fantasy about love. loss and peanut but- 
ter. Inspired by fee 79-minute chestnut 
‘‘Death Takes a Holiday,** this over- 
stuffed, if beautifully mounted, version 
now plods along for three monotonous 
hours. The two films share the same 
premise. Death, who assumes human 
form to spend some time among the 
living, unintentionally falls passionately 
in love. But this time it takes twice as 


long to tell, given the bloated script. 
Brest's self-indulgence and the cast's 
halting delivery. It’s as if fee actors had 
three hours to fill, but only two hours of 
script, so everybody had to talk . . . real 
. . . slow . . . leaving us plenty of time to 
ponder fee set decoration ( Is that Rothko 
genuine?! and fee stars' imperfections. 
(Is feat a pimple on Claire Forlani's 
nose? Is Brad Pitt wearing mascara?) 
The bladder-impaired will be relieved to 
learn there’s enough time between lines 
for both a pit stop and a refill ar fee 
concession stand. Though the new pic- 
ture is an improvement over fee fusty 
original, its blithe spirit is not as ef- 
fective as the 1934 film’s ghostly. Goth- 
ic tone. Nor is Pitt as well cast as Fredric 
March, who played Death with Dracula- 
• like flair. Pitt gives fee almighty and 
powerful Lord of the Underworld the 
trusting, childlike demeanor of Forrest 
Gump and the blinding beauty of an 
archangel. Pin is also comically awk- 
ward when he first lakes over the body 
of a dashing young lawyer moments 
after he dies in a car accident. In this 
guise, he approaches William Parrish 
(Anthony Hopkins), a dying New York 
tycoon, wife a brief stay of execution in 
exchange for showing him around. Par- 
rish. fee story's true focus, agrees to fee 
arrangement, and from feat moment. Joe 
Black is on him like lichen on a tomb- 
stone. He moves into his palatial estate, 
joins extended-family meals and invites 
himself to Parrish’s board meetings. 
Parrish remains a gracious host, content 
to wrestle with his impending departure 
until Joe begins to fall for peanut butter 
and Parrish 's favorite daughter ( Forlani ) 
begins to make hay with fee Grim Reap- 
er. Ostensibly, Death dropped in era the 
Parrish clan to learn what it is about life 
that makes people cling to it so. Cer- 
tainly. he found answers within the fam- 
ily’s opulent community. But wouldn't 
the lesson have been more meaningful if 
Joe had visited wjth a family snuggling 
to make do. but who shares its peanut 
butter anyway? (Rita JCempley. WP t 
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Bruges 

Memlingmuseum, tel: (50) 44-66* 
44. open daily. Continuing/ To 
Dec. 6: “From Memiing to Pour- 
bus." Focuses on 15 tt> and 16th- 
century art in Bruges, with paint- 
ings by Hans Memiing. Gerard 
David and Pieter Pourbus. 


BRITAIN 


London 

Royal Academy of Arts, tel: (171 ) 
300-8000. open daily. To Dec. 20: 
"100 Masterpieces of imperial 
Chinese Ceramics From the Au 
Bak Ling Collection.'' From a 
private collection in Hong Kong, a 
selection of wine cups, water ves- 
sels. incense burners, plates and 
dishes produced under the Song. 
Yuan, Mmg and Qing dynasties. 

www.royalacademy. org. uk 
Tate Gallery, tel: (171) 867-8000. 
open daily. To Feb. 28: “In Cel- 
ebration. The Art of the Country 
House." A range of works on loan 
from the great British historic 
houses: paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, manuscripts and other 
histone memorabilia. 

www.tafe.org.irt: 


CANADA 


Toronto 

Art Gallery of Ontario, tel: (416) 
977-0474. closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays. To Feb. 14: "Art in the Age 
of Van Gogh: Dutch Paintings From 
the Rqksmuseum. - About 70 Dutch 
romantic sites, snowy landscapes 
and beach scenes created in the 
19th century by Van Gogh, Mondrian 
and Mauve. 

www.ago.net 


CHINA 


Shanghai 

Shanghai Museum, tel: |2l) 
6372-3600. open daily. Continu- 


ing/ To Jan. 31 : "Zao Wou-Ki: Sixty 
Years ol Painting." Bom in Beijing 
in 1921 . Zao Wou-Ki has been liv- 
ing in Parts since 1948 and Ns 
abstract oils reflect both European 
and Chinese traditions. 

M FRANCE 

Paris 

Grand Palais, tel: 01-44-13-17- 
17. closed Tuesdays. Continuing/ 
To Jan. 4: “Gustave Moreau. 1 826- 
1898. "Drawings, sketches, water- 
colors and paintings document the 
works of the French painter (1826- 
1 896). To Jan. 1 1 : "Lorenzo Lotto.” 

A retrospective of 50 paintings by 
the Venetian Renaissance master 
(C. 1480-1556). To Jan 25: "Tre- 
sors du Muses National du Palais 
de Taipei — Memoirs d'Empire A 
discovery of Chinese art and civ- 
ilization from the Neolithic periodto 
the 20th century. 

Toft de la Grande Arche, tel: 01- 
49-07-27-57, open daily. To Jan. 31 : 
‘L'Ame de la Russie Dans Ses 
leones." On loan from the Koto- 
menshoye Museum m Moscow, a 
selection of 50 icons from the I6fh 
and 17th centuries. 

1 ~CERMANY — 

Bremen 

Kunsthalle. tel: (421) 32-90-80. 
closed Mondays. Continuing/ To 
Jan. 10: “Lucas van Leyden." En- 
gravings and woodcuts of biblical 
and secular subjects by the Dutch 
artist (1494-1533). 

www. kunsthaile-bremen. de 

Munich 

Haus dor Kunst tel: (69) 21-127- 
157, open dally. To Jan 24: "Ly- 
onel Feinmger Von Gelmeroda 
nach Manhattan." A voyage 
through the life and art ot Fein- 
inger: Bom in 1871 in New York, he 
spent 50 years in Germany and 
returned to the United States when 
the Nazis came to power and he 
was branded "degenerate.'' 


1 HONGKONG 

University Museum and Art Gal- 
lery, tel: 2859-2114. dosed Sun- 
days and holidays Continuing/To 
Dec. 15: "In the Footsteps of 
Buddha: An (conic Journey from 
India to China." Buddhist sculpture 
and painting that refleet the cross- 
cultural migration ot ideas and ob- 
jects in ancient Asia 

M ITALY 

Bologna 

Galleria d’Arte Modems, tel: (51) 
50-28-59. dosed Mondays. To 
Feb. 14: "Arte Italians. UltimiQuar- 
ant'Annt. Plttura Aniconica." One 
hundred preces by major expo- 
nents of abstract art. from the 
1 950s to date, whh works by Piero 
Marnoni. Giulio Turcato and En- 
neo Casteliani. 

www.galleriada rtemodema .bo.it/ 

Venice 

Palazzo Grassi, tel: (041) 522- 
9875, open daily, except Dec. 24. 
25 and 31 . and Jan.l Continuing/ 
To May 16: “I Maya." Six hundred 
items trace the development of the 
Maya civilization in Central Amer- 
ica and Mexico. 

www.paiazzograsst. <t 

B JAPAN 

Kitakyushu 

Kitakyushu Municipal Museum 
of Art tel: (93) 882-7777. dosed 
Mondays. To Nov. 29: "Masters of 
Surrealism." Works by such 
French and Belgian masters as 
Tanguy. Magritte and Delvaux. 

Nagoya 

Matsuzakays Art Museum. To 
Dec. 8: "Masterworks from the 
Carmen Thyssen-Bomemis2a 
Collection." More than 90 paint- 
ings on loan Irom Madnd that cover 
European and American painting 
from the 18th century to . the be- 


ginning of the 20th. The exhibition 
will travel to Sendai. 

Tokyo 

The National Museum of West- 
ern Art. tel: (3) 3828-51 31 . closed 
Mondays. Continuing/ To Dec. 6: 
"Claude Lorrarn and the ideal 
Landscape." Sixty paintings, 
drawings and prints by the 17th- 
century French artist, and 90 works 
by artiste of the "(deaf Landscape" 
lineage, including Turner. 
www.nmwa.gojp 

■ N ETH tRLAMPS 

Amsterdam 

De Nieuwe Kerk, lei: {20} 638- 
6909. open daily. To March 6: 'The 
Splendor of Spain, 1598-1648: 
Fran Cervantes to Velasquez." 
Three hundred art treasuies from 
Spanish museums illustrate art. 
culture and the influence of the 
Catholic church in Spain's Golden 
Century. Features paintings by El 
Greco. Velasquez and Zurbaran. 

j RUSSIA 

Moscow 

Pushkin Museum, tel: (95) 201- 
3256. To Jan. 15: "Rene Magritte.’ 
Thirty dream-like paintings by the 
Belgian Surrealist (1898-1967) 
drawn primarily from the holdings ot 
The Menil Collection in Houston. 

M^sTiTgAPORE 

Singapore History Museum, tel: 
332-3659. closed Mondays. Con- 
tinuing/ To December "House of 
Jade: The Aw Boon Haw Collec- 
tion." Jade carvings from the Ding 
Dynasty (1644-1911) and jasper, 
quartz and agate ornaments. 

U SOUTH KOREA 

Seoul 

63 Building, tel: (2) 789-5060. 
open daily. To Jan. 5: "Great Ad- 
venture Egypt." Under the theme 
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In Washington, a Chinese-like “. Landscape With River," painted by the pop artist Roy Lichtenstein in 1996. 


BOOKS 


GHOST TOWN 

Bx Robert Coo ter. 147 panes. 

$24. Henry Holt & Co. 

Reviewed by Richard Bernstein 

N EAR the end of "Ghost Town.” 

Robert Coover's exuberant, word- 
rich parody of an American western, a 
photographer shows up to take pictures 
of a man about to be hanged. What 
ensues is a wonderfully brief and witty 
takeoff on art criticism, gallows humor 
of a literal son: 

“It was his studied opinion, the man 
said, spreading out his samples and 
compelling attention, that a photograph 
of one hanged man has a more mel- 
ancholical aspect about it than do those 
of groups, though men strung up in 
multitudes of a dozen or more not only 
provide peculiar challenges and oppor- 
tunities for the enterprising photograph- 
ist, being less of a stereotype, as might 
be said, but they also have a way of 
opening up the foreground of pictorial 
scrutiny and drawing attention to those 
who have not yet been hanged.” 

Several of the features of Coover's 
new novel are contained in that passage. 
There is the utterly deadpan appreciation 
of the grotesque, for example, and the 
comically vernacular elegance of the 
writing as well as Coover’s almost lub- 
ricious sense of the mythic. “Ghost 
Town" is a funny, ribald and, as the 
photographer might have put it, mel- 
anchoJical story, set in the sere and sur- 
real landscape of a place called the Ter- 
ritory. The Tenitoiy is a place where 
Zane Gray or Louis L" Amour might have 
set their stories, and Coover’s book is an 
affectionate and mostly delicious parody 
of what they would have written. 


I say mostly delicious because it is 
extremely difficult to sustain a parody 
through more than a few pages. Once the 
reader gets the joke, rhe rest has a tend- 
ency to become a variation on the theme, 
and* can get tiresome quickly. Coover’s 
parody does flag here and there, be- 
coming repetitive. His ever-shifting 
landscape, a cross between Bren Hart 
and Salvador Dali, shifts once or twice 
too often. But that is a minor problem. 
When Cooverreaches a high point, as he 
does with his ''photographist,*' the 
point is high indeed, and these points 
come frequently enough ro rescue the 
book from its moments of languor. 

We begin with a lone cowboy riding 
toward an empty horizon, and within one 
or two pages, two elements of ihe book 
have already become apparent. One is 
Coover’s striking gift for language, his 
ability to create a tone in perfect har- 
mony with the universe of his story. * *No 
resistance." our narrator says when the 
cowboy comes across a well and tries to 
crank its rusty handle. “Like wagging a 
dead man’s bones." This is a book of 
constant stylistic inventiveness. 

The second element is the mock 
mythic quality of a story in which the 
author mimics an archetype but then 
both lampoons and exceeds it. "Beer is 
drawn,’ ’ begins a description of a saloon 
in Coover’s ghost town. "An ear is tom 
off. A bony bald man in a white shin, 
yellow suspenders, and black string tie 
bangs out a melody on the grand piano, 
against which a buxom rouged-up lady 
with wild orange curls leans, singing a 
song about a good girl who went bad.” 

Coover’s cowboy, never given a 
name, dwells in a treacherous, unfeeling 
universe, a place where there is not only 
overwhelming danger and despair but 


where mirage and reality blend and in- 
terchange constantly and duplicitously. 
He sees things feat are suddenly behind 
him or that continue to recede toward the 
horizon as be approaches them. When he 
finally enters fee town where fee action 
of "Ghost Town” takes place, it is 
empty, as ghost towns are. but soon it is 
filled wife a motley crowd represen- 
tative of all of the western archetypes. 

There are fee gamblers with scars, 
half-breeds, lynch mobs, the gunmen 
who plug holes in' their rivals' hearts as 
casually as they would toss back a shot 
of red-eye. There is fee over-endowed 
' saloon singer who falls for the cowboy, 
fee Indians and settlers, rattlesnakes and 
mustangs and the desert surrounding the 
town like a hostile ocean around an 
island. The characters, including the 
cowboy, speak in a dialect of the au- 
thor's invention feat has the feel of 
authenticity to it. 

The story, insofar as there is a story, 
consists of an ever more farcical series 
of adventures, in which the cowboy, 
who becomes sheriff, desperately es- 
capes the amorous intentions of the sa- 
loon singer. Several times he is about to 
be hanged or otherwise maltreated, and 
each time Coover invents some new way 
for him to be rescued. In fee end. a son of 
final confrontation takes place in which 
the cowboy voyages through the town, 
whose features and inhabitants are seen 
as if in fun-house mirrors, in an act of 
redemptive but unrewarded virtue. 

ft is a testimony to fee power of 
Coover’s writing that when we take 
leave of our hero, we are left with deeper 
feelings, about loneliaess and fee fu- 
tility of fee quest for meaning, feat go 
well beyond the usual satire. 

A>ir Yurk Times Sen-ire 


"knowing trie past to understand 
the future." the exhibition brings to- 
gether items, including some from 
Tutankhamen's tomb, that docu- 
ment the lives of the pharaohs. 

Yonqin 

Ho- Am Art Museum, tel: (0335) 
20-18-51, dosed Mondays. Con- 
tinuing/ To Dec. 31: "Auspicious 
□reams: Decorative Paintings of 
Korea." A selection of works from 
the museum's collection. 
www. haammuseum.org 

M SPAIN 

Barcelona 

Fundado Joan Miro, set. (93) 329- 
1908, dosed Mondays. Feb. 7: 
“Magritte." A selection of 75 oils, gou- 
aches and drawings arranged to re- 
flect five recurrent themes in the Bel- 
gian artist's oeuvre: narrative and 
mystery, chance encounters, meta- 
morphosis, mechanisms of language 
and picture within the picture. 

Bilbao 

Guggenheim Museum, tel: (94) 
435-90-00. dosed Mondays.. To 
March 7: “Robert Rauschenberg: 
A Retrospective." Brings together 
400 works by the US-bom artist 
(1925). Painting, sculpture, pho- 
tography. engravings, collage and 
performance have played a part in 
his effort to merge art, life and 
artistic genres. 

www.guggenheim. org/bribao.htmt 

M SWITZERLAND 

Basel 

Fondation Beyder, tel: (61) 645- 


9700. open dafty. To April 5: The 
Magic of Trees." Explores repres- 
. an ta Boris of trees in modem and 
contemporary art through paint- 
ings and sculptures by Van Gogh. 
Ferdinand Hodfer, Gustav Klimt 
and Richard Long. In the. gardens 
of the Foundation, Christo and his 
wife have wrapped up 163 Hazet- 
' nut, plum, cherry and ginkgo trees: 
www.beyefer.com 

Geneva 

Cabinet des Estampee, tel: (22) 
418-2770, dosed Mondays. To 
Dec. 20: ‘'Pierre Alectunsky" 
While the painter and graphic artist 
is often associated with expres- 
sionism and color, he' .also exper- 
imented with caHgiaphyr- The 
works exhibited here mbc writing 
and drawing, humor and poetry. • 

Boston 

Museum of Fine Arts, teh (617) 
267-9300, open daily, except 
Thanksgiving. Continuing/ To 
Dec. 27: “Monet irv the 20th Cen- 
tury" More than 80 paintings pro- ‘ 
duced by the French Impressionist 
from 1900, when he was 60, until 
his death at age 86 in 1 926. 
www.boston.com/mfa/monei/ 

Houston 

Museum of Fine Arts, tel: (713) 
639-7300, dosed Mondays. To 
Jan. 10: “A Grand Design: The Art 
of the Victoria and Albert Mu- 
seum." 250 works of art that span 
2,000 years of artistic achievement 
from many of the world's malar 
cultures. The exhibition encom- 


passes such works as Leonardo's 
. viskmary. notebooks, .paintings by 
-Constable, sculptures by Cellini 
and Pisano; Chinese and. Korean 
ceramics; Sevres porcelain and 
items of furniture. • 

Mew York 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, tel: 
(212) 570-3951 , dosed Mondays. . 
' Continuing/ To Jan.- .3: "From Van 
' Eyck to Bruegel: Early Netherland- 
ish Paintings." A.- collection of 
paintings by 15th- and 16th-oen- 
. tuiy artists*such as van Eyck, Pet- 
rus Christus. Hans Memiing, Ger- 
ard David and Bruegel. 

wwwjnetmuseum. org . 
Morgan Library, tel: (212) 685- 
0008, dosed Mondays. and hol- 
idays., Continuing/ To Jan. 10: 
"Master Drawings from the Her- 
mitage and Pushkin Museums." 
More than 100 western European 
drawtogs spanning the 15th to the 
20th centuries. 

Museum ol Modem Art, tel: (21 2) 
708-9400. dosed Wednesdays. 
Continuing/ Tb Feb. 2: “Jackson 
. Pollock, " Dripping paint from a 
stick held above the canvas. Pol- 
lock wove abstract webs of lines, 
ornamented with spatters of color. 

' . , www.moma.org 
Whitney Museum of American 
Art, tel: (212) 570-3633. dosed 
Mondays and Tuesdays. Continu- 
ing/ To Noy..29: "Mark Rothko." 
Some 115 works on canvas and 
paper by the American artist 
Cl 903-1970). 

Washington 

Freer Gallery at Art, tab (202) 357- 
4880, open daffy To Feb. 7: “Roy 


Lichtenstein: Landscapes In thb 
Chinese Style. H Between 1994 and 
1997. the American Pop artistew- 
aied paintings. coBagas and draw- 
ings that were influenced by Chinese 
landscape paintings.. Manipiteting 
dots of various sizes and cofore he 
recreated the monochromatic tones 
of the Swig dynasty views. 

CiOSINOSOOH , 

Americas 

Nov. 22: “The Tune of the Nabis." 
Museum of Fine Artis, Montreal. 
Nov. 22: “Ancient West Mexico: Art 
of the Unknown Past” Art institute. 
Chicago. •••;'. •_ •- 

Asia 

Nov. 23: "Crafts -of Kyoto in the 
Taisho Period." National Museum 
of Modem Art Kyoto. . - ■ 

Nov. 23: “Art Now in Japan afrt 
Korea." Megura Museum of Jjlfh 
Tokyo. 

■Nov. 23: “Zenzaburo Kojima.' 
Shota Museum of Art Tokyo. 
Nov. 24: “Calligraphy ol Japan and 
China." Suntory Museum of Art, 
Tokyo. . 

Europe 

Nov. 22: "Robert IrvSana: Retro- 
spective • 1958-1998." Musee 
cTArtModeme et d’Art Contem- 
poraih, Nice, France. 

Nov. 22: “Paul Gauguin, 1848- 
1903." . Fondation Pierre Gi- 
ariadda, Martigny, Switzerland. 
Nov. 22: “Speed." Whitechapel 
Art Gallery, London. 

Nov. 22: “Pierre Atechinsky." Jeu 
de Pa ume, Paris. 


* Comp3edby£if$abetft Hopkins 


RECORDINGS 


• phiup CATHERINE, "Guitar 
Groove” (Dreyfus): The Belgian gui- 
tarist Catherine takes John Scofield’s 
mix of John Coltrane and Jimi Hendrix a 
step further by adding Django Rein- 
hardt’s Gypsy soul into fee mix. That’s a 
lot of famous and talented guitar pickers 
in a row; Catherine belongs right up 
there wife them. 

• MICHAEL BRECKER, "Two 
Blocks From the Edge” (Impulse!): 
People were arguing about fee relative 
merits of tenormen Coltrane and Sonny 
Rollins during their prime. Then Mi- 


chael Breaker began to sneak op on 
them in. the 1970s and he has more, 
young imitators than anybody by now. 
Jeff (Tain) Watts confirms once more 
his leading position in along line of post 
Elvin Jones-cum-Tony Williams dnim- 
mers. ' . • • 

Children of the Famous: . - 

• iaolE-eyr gurry, “Desire-, 
less” (Polydor): 

• KYLE EASTWOOD, “From There 
to Here"{Colranbia): 

Don’s son, and Neneh’s brother, 
Eagle-Eye presents a fusion of a sort of 


cute country Hendrix presence and Mo- _ 
town time and texture plus a number of, 
other influences ('Little Feat) peeking ink: 
One ttfing for rate, the lad’s got a fu-v. . 

fens- . , . . /■' •- , : 

Clint's boy Kyle makes an adrmrable, 
■promising defeuras^a bass player and 
. leader. Hejpicked an efficient crew in- 
dudLQg ;Etevid Sancfiez, Oscar Bras- 
J hear, Mark fshara and Peter Erskirie and 
allowed them fee spate to express tbem- 
^selves.; , _ _ 

. ’ Mike Zwerm/IHT 


CROSSWORD 


30.000 HOTELS 

at super rates ! 



For camp-inies : direct access 
to ttie worldwide hotel computer 

HOTEL RESERVATION SERVICE 

Fit w 49 - 221/2077- 666 
e-mail: otti£«*}hn.dc 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 

GW AD AYS fee Inter- 
net provides almost ev- 
erything. Bridge players can 
play the gome, get informa- 
tion on Web sires and take 
lessons 10 sharpen their skills. 
Bridge Today University' of- 
fers courses ’ by e-mail that 
permit students 10 ask ques- 
tions of the professors. The 
charge is S49 for 1 1 lessons. 
Information is available at 
(S00) 525-17 IS or by e-mail- 
ing niurnu bridzetvJax.com. 

One of the professors is 
Marshall Miles, the author of 
many fine books on the game. 
His first deal is shown in the 
diagram. After a transfer re- 
sponse to one no-trump, 
showing spades. South must 
decide whether to rest in feree 
no-irump. which he did. or 


revert to spades. As it 
happened, fee bad spade split 
makes it necessary to guess 
fee location of (he diamond 
queen in either contract. 

In three, no-trump the club 
jack is led. and East is alert. 
South plays low from dummy, 
and East would be wrong io 
play low. He takes his top 
honors, and West takes two 
more club tricks. He shifts to a 
heart, and South wins wife the 
ace. He plays three top spades, 
expecting to claim his game, 
but then has to think again. 

Before committing himself 
in the diamond suit, he should 
cash two more heart tricks to 
enlarge his distributional 
knowledge. He now knows 
that West began wife four 
cards in each black suit and at 
least three hearts. 

He therefore has at most two 
diamonds and East has at least 


four, so the percentage play is 
to lead to fee diamond king and 
finesse fee 10 on the way back. 
If West began wife a doubleton 
diamond queen the result is 
down two. bur South has given 
himself his best chance. 

NORTH 
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ACROSS 

i Exoiic recreation 
sites 

is Frankie Carie s 
tneme song 

17 They’ll do lor 
now 

is Haifa hfl 

is en-scene 

20 Bluish white 
Iwinklers 

21 Pullman, e g. 

22 Ones ot mocK 
honor 

23 Rum cakes 

26 Byways Abbr. 

28 Ease off 

33 God with an 
eight-legged 
horse 


4W Brownish 
3« Scammers 
38 Where a loot 
rests 
38 Raced 

40 Insight 

41 Workplace 
where there are 
some openrigs' 
Abbr. 

42 Uke a cenam 
vein 

43 Shoot’ 

45 “0’s>80sN 8 A 
star Williams . 

«5*Be present’ m 
asong 
so Per — 
52Mauna — 

5s Temporarily 
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Solution to Puzzle of Nov. 19 

|r|aTvieir wa i f|a|c|e 


SOUTH ID) 

* A K3 
7 KQ9 
0 A 10 4 
*9 652 

Both sides arne vulnerable. Tlw bid- 
ding: 

South Wes i North East 

1 N T. Pass 2 v 

2 * Pass 3 N.T Pass 

Pass Pass 

West leads die club jack. 
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GULIUU 


Daaaa muaaa 


sa Leave an 
argument 
unresolved, say 
ss Quite wdrtqng- 

DOWN 

• i Call to attention 

2 Cousin of the 
banjo 

3 Compound wdh 
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THE FRE Q If ENT TRAVELER 

The Quest for a Better Deal 


GOOD TRAVEL DEALS 


By Roger Colh's 

/nirnuiihinal Herald Tribune 


A growing oum- . 

ber of business trav- 
elers are searching . 
for discounted rick- ■ . • 

. ets not just in economy burin . 
business and first class. A large . - ’ ■ • 

majority is happy to use no- 
frills airlines on short-haul • ' • 

routes — especially in North. <■ 

g* America and Europe, and an • • . ■ 
^.overwhelming majority be- . 

lieves that global airtme al- 
tel fiances are a benefit — be- : 

cause of the . Tange of /✓..* /v- 
desrinarions, better connec- 
Bons. more frequent flights, •= ’wt .-.1 

f rhe abDhy to earn and re- ‘ 

m frequent flier miles on a Jr\ 
ader network; and there’s- 
. ’ more use ofthelmemetfor TaL i 
flight information, though less - 
than 10 percent of travelers- - ■ m 
.. make on-line bookings. : " •. l|| 

These are -some findings E 
from the International Air ' ;l-'J 

. Transport Association’s Cor- '* \ 

porate Air Travel- Survey . 1 

^ 1998, published last month. 

The survey reflects the views 
of more than 1,000 frequent - 
■ J - business ■ travelers .from 
France. Germany, the Neth- ' ' 
erlands,. Britain, Canada, the 
United States, Australia, Hong 
, Kong, Japan and Singapore who bad 
made at least one long-haul trip in the 
previous 12 months. Interviews were 
conducted during July amid fears of a 
tfiobal recession. . 

Budgets are starting - to be con- 
strained. with more cuts envisaged in the 
v - next six months, especially among Asia . 

Pacific travelers. Twelve percent of 
' travelers expected budgets to be cut 
(twice as many as in 1997), and 55 . 
percent foresaw no change in die next 12 
months. Sixteen percent of Asia Pacific 
_ travelers were expecting budget cuts — 

~ more than three times as many as in 
1997 — compared with 73. percent of 
. . t Americans and 9 percent of Europeans. 
But we’re still talking about relent- 
less travel. Thirty-nine percent made a 
- trip either once a month or once every • 
tw o months, and more than a quarter of 
the sample traveled more frequently. 

Conferences (20 percent) and internal 
company visits (19 percentSare the most 
-* common reasons for travel, followed by 
sales and service calls (U percenr) and 
marketing trips (14 percent). Asia Pa- 
- cific travelers were: more likely to be 
attending a conference. Sales and ser- 
vice calls and internal company visits , 
are more common among very, very 
qkrcqueai travelers^ . 

^ What is surprising is that 29 percent of 
travelers have .used video commencing 






IDS 




m 


{less for Asians), of whom 49 percent 
‘ have substituted it for long-haul trips and 
36 percent for short-haul trips. The main 
motivation is to save rime and money, 
especially for internal company trips. 

• The search for deals' has grown more 
important since last year, when 55 per- 
cent of travelers paid full fare. This year. 
40 percent said they paid full fare and 4 1 
percent bought discount tickets. Thirty 
percent of travelers are using discounted 
tickets in business and first class, com- 
pared with 22 percent a year earlier. 

Nearly 85 percent of business trav- 
elers are members of a frequent-flier 
program, and 3 1 percent belong co more 
th 3 u five. A third of travelers say they 
always take FFPs into account when 
choosing an airline, and 18' percent say 
they never do. The influence of FFPs is 
strongest in small companies and 
among individual business travelers and 
in North America. Two-thirds of all FFP 
.members have redeemed miles. Re- 
demption for holiday navel 158 percent) 
is by far die most popular. 

d 

Road warriors are working longer, 
sleeping less and waiting in fine more 
than ever before, according to the Amer- 
ican Express 1998 Road Warrior Tech- 
nology Study. a recent on-line poll of 546 
business travelers in the United States 


who are regular on-line users 
and take at least IO overnight 
business trips a year. 

Sixty-five percent “"always 
or almost always" use a 
laptop on overnight trips to 
access or send e-mail — 84 
percent at least once a day — 
and 67 percent say they access 
the Tmemei at least once a day 
during their trip. Twenty-five 
percent say they usually" use a 
cellular phone to get in touch 
with the office. 

They typically work an av- 
erage of 1 1 hours a day. com- 
pared with 9.5 hours back at 
the office. More than iwo- 
thirds call home while awav. 


Forget the food, it’s tlte 
\ schedule and a reputation for 

. 1 safety and punctuality that 

% t counts when choosing an air- 

* "1 line, according to die OAG 

I B usiness Tra wel Li fesfy le Sur- 

•1 vcv 1 99S, published by OAG 

- . I Worldwide this week. The 

f survey is drawn from a sample 

• I of 3.000 business travelers 

f from nine countries across 

i North America. Europe and 

/ Asia Pacific. 

* Corporations have taken 
AtefroftirT more control of business 

travel: Nearly nine out of 10 
travelers are bound by some form of 
corporate travel policy compared with 
tuo-thirds in 1997. American and Aus- 
tralian companies are most vigilant in 
policing policies, being more concerned 
about enforcing class of air travel than 
choice of airline. Bui only three in 1 0 are 
restricted in their choice of hotel. 

Business travel, it seems, is nor for the 
young. The average age of road warriors 
is 47 years and only one in 10 is under 
35. Australia has the highest proportion 
of over-55s. And travelers are making 
longer trips involving more nights away 
in hotels (45 nights a year on average). 

Italians and Singaporeans are the most 
frequent international travelers, closely 
followed by the British and the French. 
Americans make more air trips than any- 
one else, but a third of all .American 
frequent travelers have not been abroad 
on business in the last 12 months. 

More people take laptops cm trips 
than ever before — six out of 10 trav- 
elers say they will use them in-flight and 
nine out of 1 0 in hotel bedrooms. Three- 
quarters had an Internet connection and 
more than half go on-line while they’re 
away. One third have use the Internet to 
get travel information: but only 10 per- 
cent have used it to book travel. 

Roger ColHs eon be reached bx fax 
at: \33-4) 93-74-77-92. 
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GETTING THERE 


AIR INDIA 


London to ; Round-trip in business class (or £811 (SI .350). Until Dec. 15. The Travel 
New York Bug, 144-171) 835-1111. 


CONTINENTAL 

AIRUNES/V1RGIN 

ATLANTIC 

Britain to 
United States 

' Round-trip nonstop flights from Heathrow to Miami for £1 82 ($303) and to 
Los Angeles lor £207. For departures between Jan. 1 and March Z5. Some 

1 conditions apply. Trailfinders (44-171 ) 937-5400. 

EMIRATES 

London to 
Singapore 

; Round-tnp (via Dubai) in business class from £1.484 IS2.470). Until Dec. 5. 
The Travel Bug. (44-171) 835-1111. 

KENYA AIRWAYS 

London to 
Seychelles 

Round-trip from Heathrow to Mahe. Seychelles (via Nairobi) lor £328 
, IS546) A stopover is allowed in Nairobi either way for an extra £31 
Minimum stay seven days; for departure between Jan. 1 and Marti) 31 
Trailfinders. (44-171) 938-3939. 


SINGAPORE 

AIRLINES/SILK 

AIR 


Singapore 


THAI AIRWAYS 


VIRGIN ATLANTIC 


THE HALKIN 


HYATT 


KEMPINSKJ HOTEL 
PLAZA 


THE PENINSULA 


THE PENINSULA 


TRADERS HOTEL 


TRADERS HOTEL 


London to Bangkok 


London to 
New York 


London 


Worldwide 


Jakarta 


Hong Kong 


New York 


Singapore 


Singapore 


■ Singapore Stopover" package is available to travelers arriving and departing 
. on long-haul flights on certain routes between North America. Europe and 
' Australasia Benefits include: first nighl hotel from SI and additional nights 
, from S30: entrance to the zoo; Night Safari; Tang Dynasty City, Sentosa 
Escapade. Volcano Land, the Malay Cultural Experience and other at- 
, tractions; 50 percent off sightseeing lours in Singapore and 50 percent off 
| Hertz car rental; plus shopping discounts at Changi Airport. Some conditions 
apply. Not for sale in Singapore or Malaysia peninsula. Until March 9. 

i Round-trip fares from Heathrow to Bangkok on new thrice weekly (Saturday, 

Tuesday. Thursday) evening flights for~£480 (S800), with fax, and £5 ID with 
' onward connections to Phuket Cftiang Mai. Chiang Rai. Minimum stay 
seven days. For departure before Dec. 9 or between Jan. 16 and March 31 . 
' (44-171)499-9113. 

Round-trip for £230 (S383). Until Dec. 12. The Travel Bug. (44-171) 835- 

! mi 

WHERE TO STAY 

’ Doubles for £250 (S416) a night with tax and English breakfast (normal rate 
: from £350) or a suite lor £350 (normal price £495). From Dec. 1 8 to Jan. 31 . 
, Slay between Jan. 2 and 31 and claim a £50 voucher to spend at nearby 
Giorgio Armani. 

\ “Great Deals" promotion offers up to 50 percent off regular room rates at 60 
properties worldwide (including 35 Hyatt hotels in Asia Pacific). Gold Passport 
j members staying two or more nights can earn up to three free weekend nights 
or 6.000 bonus miles with Hyatt's “Nights after Nights'* promotion in addition to 
I Great Deal rates. Until Feb. 28. 

, "Executive Meeting Package" for S95 a night single (Si 10 double) includes 
| standard room, breakfast, lunch, audio-visual equipment, meeting room. 
Minimum 10 persons. Until Jan. 31. (62-21) 251-0888 

j “Peninsula Plus" promotion offers singles for 2,700 Hong Kong dollars (S348) 
and doubles for 2£00 dollars, with room upgrade. American breakfast and late 
j check-out until 6 P.M. From Jan. 4 to Sept 30. 

i Singles/doubles for S420 a night (plus tax) indudes room upgrade. American 
I breakfast, and 6. P.M. checkout Jan. 1 to March 31 . 

■•Superior" singlesfor l 58 Singapore dollars (S95) and doubles for 1 68 dollars. 
| Until Dec. 31 .(65) 831-4282. 

■Celebration Package" for 168 Singapore dollars (S101 ) per room per night 
j includes a 50 dollar credit for food and beverage and a half bottle of 
j champagne, use ol fitness center with sauna, steam bath, outdoor pool; 3 P.M. 
check-out. From Dec. 1 to Feb. 28. 


Comal ed by Rocar Coius, Aimough the 1HT wiehjy cb*c»« ofreiv pleaw be foftw&med ihai some navel agents. may be unaware tf them, or ixuWe to book inem 
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A Renaissance Person 
wants hotels that offer 
an excellent deal! 



Rates starting from US$50 


Upgrade to next available room category 


• Free breakfast daily 

• Late checkout until 18:00 hours 

• Free pressing of up to 3 garments 


■ .V-- 


Offer, is available through February 16, 1999 at Asia Pacific Renaissance Hotels only. 
So cali today and ask for the “Renaissance Business Package" rate code “RENX.” 

It's time for a Renaissance. 



RENAISSANCE. 

HOTELS aND RESORTS 


Rates and package component wary by property op a space 
available basis and are subject to tocai e«c range rates Free daily 
toes Has: for one goes' only 

For reservations and information: 

Asia: Australia: 1 800 222 43 J Hong Hong.- 852 2525 9966 
Indonesia: 001 800 852 2434 Japan: 0120 222332 
Malaysia: 1 800 80770* New Zealand: 0800 44 1111 
Singapore: 800 852 3124 South Korea: 00798 852 12 436 
Taiwan: 0080 S5 5316 Thailand: OCrt SOG 852 2435 Tokyo: 
81 3 5405 1511 Europe; Austria; 0800 201 386- Belgium: 
0800 13219 Denmark: 80 01 Cl 13 England: 0800 181737 
Finland: 0300 14413 France: 0800 905 540 Germany: 
0130 812 340 Hungary: 00800 11914 Ireland: 1 8C0 252 627 
Italy: 1678 72090 Luxembourg: 0800 2270 The Netherlands: 
GS00 022 733" Noway: 800 11022 Portugal: 0505 44 1107 
Spain: 900 98 3917 Sweden.- 020 795 107 Switzerland: 
0800 552 620 Middle East Israel: 177 440 4475 
Internet renaisisncehoieis com 

Asia Pacific Renaissance Hotels and Resorts: 

Malaysia: New World Renaissance Kuala Lumper Hole! • 
Renaissance Kuala Lumpur Hotel • Renaissance Palm Garden 
Hotel • Renaissance Melaka Hotel • Renaissance Sanoa^an 
Ho-.ei • Manila; New World Renaissance Hotel. Makati Cry • 
Myanmar: Renaissance Inya Lake Hotel. ‘ angen • 
Korea: Renaissance Seoul Hole) • Hong Kong; Renaissance 
Haitour View Hotel • New World Reraissance Hotel. Kowtow ■ 
Japan: Renaissance Sapcom Hotel • Renaissance Towyc Hotel 
Giriia Tofau • Renaissance Gifu Hotel • Renaissance Naiuto 
Resort * Renaissance Okinawa Resort » Vietnam . r New World 
Renaissance Saigon Hotel, ho Cni Mmn Coy • India: 
Renaissance Goa Resort • Australia; Renaissance Sydney Hotel 

Otter Renaissance Locations: 

Europe: Austria: Vienna l2>. SaUburg • Czech Republic: Prague 

• France: Pans * Germany: Cnemmti. Cologne Dusseldorf, 
Hamburg. Karisi jhe. Leipzig. Munich * Russia: Moscow • 
Switzerland: Zun>:ft • The Netherlands: Amsterdam • 
United Kingdom: London Heathrow * Turkey: Antalya. Istanbul • 
Middle East Egypt: Alexandria • Israel: Jerusalem • 
Noitb America; Arizona. Scottsdale • California: Beverly Hills. 
Indian Wells. Long Beacn. los Angeles. San Francisco (2> ■ 
Coloraoo: Denver • Washington. D C. (2) - Florida: Orlando <2.\ 
St 5 eterstiuig • Georgia: Atlanta 13), lake Lamer - Hawaii: Wau' 

• Illinois: Chicago. Oak Brook. Springfield • Maryland: Ballimwe 
■ Massachusetts; Boson • Missouri- St Louis * New York. 
New York. While Plains * Ohio: Cleveland • Tennessee: Nashville 

• Te*35: Austin. Dallas 12). Houston • Washington-. Seattle * 
Canada-. British Columbia: Vancouver • Ontario: Niagara Falls * 
South America.- Brazil.- Sao Paulo * CariMteaa: Dominican 
Republic: Santo Domingo - Jamaica- Ocno • U.S. Virgin 
islands: St. Thomas 
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Herwig Biesinger 
Mercedes-Benz Team Leader, 
Emission Control, OTTO-engines 


• a 


His objective: more power from less fuel. 
His inspiration: pushing his manual lawn mower. 
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Can you imagine two energetic companies, both of whom believe 
that standing still means taking a step backward, leaping together 
into the future? We can. Because now the open. minds who developed 
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the “smart” city car that can be baaV^.a.Jt^xs. 

innovative thinkers respfrnsjbTe fo'h_ ; S^S^o|^g^o^c,e^'5SS^fe 
engineered with 72 percent tewhrh^^§f 
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Defense of Human Rights 
Ought to Be Automatic 


By E. J. Dionne Jr. 


W ASHINGTON — The’ United 
Stales needs a more consistent 
record cm homan rights, so each prorest 
and declaration against a foreign leader 
for his human rights record carries real 

Vice President A1 Gore caused 


■ ** , i ' 

' r. J ' 


rights and due process of law tran- 
scend all boundaries. t 

• The ioker in the “Asian values deck 

is that these values are always invoked 
by people who told political poww 
against those contesting them for it. 

via: President A1 Goie caused _a CondeMi^iMsof Lars 

SSsSl«&* 3 -«. 

erf tho« protesting Jepolia^ctf Prune. 'the United States gov- 

Minister Mahathir bm Mohamad. . . sa nd up for “human rights 

- Nor did Mr. Gore back down when s jro^doessra^P^ ^ „ u ^ways 
Mr. Mahathir’s enraged govonmenr at- aad d* ^Sd for inconsistency 
packed him for “gross wttrference m foe JSSl^noralism. Unfortunately, it 

*iemal affairs of .the b £ 

threatening "harmony and .stability, a- is rniema ,besefnaners— witness the 
justTuins a political leader's day to have ^^- irfTac j oa ’ s policy toward China. 
Scone JT le ^ not jaJ tas poln- ^^ngcr U.S. com- 

ical opponents tv beat -.than up. human rights- need to ,ac- 

VlTGote’s comments cane * * " feet: There 
meeting of the Asia-Pacific Robotic , >™ w ^ d g ies w1 ^ a, e United States 
Cooperation forum, known as APEC, m .. - ^ delators in defense of 

Kuala Lumpur. His words need to .he allies nseu _ ^ th gn towar d 

Iama nivnimpnt TvitWCCH 



One Diarist’s Germans 


By Richard Cohen 


W ashington — For veurs 

now. 1 have been hearing about 
Victor Klemperer's ^anes. For a 
lime, they seemed a mere rumor— the 
dav-bv-day account ol a Jew ‘® n . 
intellectual during die enure Nazi 
Kriod in Germany. The diaries were 
discovered in -he 1960s. = tad 


mosi of the Germans who Fmd ‘heir 
way into his d.anes are noi i rabid Jew 
halers Some of ihcm. in fa*- 1 .- ar * 

embarrassed b>; .be Naz. rec.me s 

ouner anti-Semitism and, with a Ol 
5™ of courage, .ell Mr. Klemperer 

S °™ S e u1mporum.. For as Mnnm 
, . _ tmnstator of the 


rcc:-eTedln.hel».,!r--^ of.be 

in the 1980 s, published in German' to points out. Mr. Klemperer s 

m uchexc..emen,and.nov.publ,sh of) ■ conuadicit t dj. 


much excitement 

here in .America — more than *00 
pac.es of an ordinary - life in extraor- 
ShLv times. As drama, they are plod- 
dine. As warning, they are chdfov 
Mr. Klemperer did not write J Jj iU 
Bear Witness’ " for publication. He had 




la Lumpur. His woros necu lu.ia. 
seen as part of a long argumentbetween 
advocates of democracy and leadersof . 
some Asian nations who,whenitserves 
their interests, claim thatbasic freedoms 
are a Western cultural unpori. lnese 
leaders use the slogan “Asian values 
to allow them to ran their countries ,- 
they wish, and do to theu people what 

* Thafis why oriie of the 


allies itselt wim “T toward 

our its interests, or with an eye towaro 

Franklin Roosevelt's decision ! ° 
wSsralin’s murderous regime » take 
down Hitler’s 

posed the greater nranediate_ threat to 

issSsassB 


and criticizing Mr. Gore’s speech dur- 

^fbS^and other friends 
from APEC, the business sector, the 
official sector, who came to us and 
practically apologized and they **« 
disgusted as welL” she told The Star, a 
Malaysian English-language daily, l 
can imagine the embarrassment of the 
3S. community here, they are totally 

flabbergasted.” . . 

What is flabbergasting is that those 

who enjoy freedom would be niovedto 

condemn a vice president who declares 
that other people deserve *e Ubemes 
Americans claim as inviolable. Jt ou 
have to hope that some do not prefer 
doing business in countries ««h au- 
thoritarian regimes, where messy 
strikes and other human rights demands 
do not get in the way of production. 

Human rights advocates in the 
United States tend to be divided mto 
niches — those who worry most about 


religious liberties, those who care 
about labor rights, those who bdon- to 
the traditional human rights orgam- 
zations. They span the political world 
from Christian conservatives to pro- 
unkin liberals, end include many 

people in between. . . . j. 

^Those who think human ngto de 
a hieher pnontv tn American 
oolicv-makTns need to son out their 
differences 'and seek a set of consistent 
principles that might be applied prai- 

UC The bipanisan congressional coalition 
that supports human rights — one 
of the powerful California duo of Rep- 
resentative Christopher c ^. J Repub 
liean and Representative Nancy Pelosu 
SdSiSSm - should take the initiative 
sotto^uch leaders as Mr. Mahathir can 
S lonKT Claim that America s insist- 
ence on freedom is sporadic, inconsist- 
ent and easily dismissed. 

T hr llinAwci-'W 


alwavs been an inveterate diarist, per- 
SS; even after the Nazis assumed 
power and it was foolhardy and even 
Hfe-threaiening to do so. He wrote 
because, among other things, he was a 
writer. He wrote because he uould 
nuzzle things out better that way. 

% the end. he wrote beeate * ■« »ns in 19 42 

his Peculi^. p«so™»l cou««M k Qn , n f acuo neoflhemorr 


experience conlradicts die 3 ^ n ‘ ons 

X* scholars as Daniel Goldhagen. 
whornadntains that the Holocaust was 
a product of a unique and particular^ 
rabid German hatred ot Jews 

■■eliminationist anti-Semitism. m 
Mr Goldhagen 's term. 

That assertion would come as news 
to Mr. Klemperer. Instead, he feds he 
lives in what was once the most be- 
nevolent and cultured of ail nations. 
He considers himself a German first. 
Tost and above all. He acknowkdges 
cultural anti-Senutism. ot Lourse. but 
not of the son the Nazis encouraged 
and implemented. "I am German and 
l^m 'waiting for the Germans to re- 


writing. That is my heroism. I will 
bear witness, precise witness. 

He was- by no means an ordinary 
German Jew] In the first place, he was 
a convert to Protestantism - *** 
only at the insistence ot the racist 
Nazis. His wife was also a Proftesjani 
and — another factor that set him 

“A"^L^du7„ 2 h W 0 h rld 


rn he wrote in 

In fact, oneof the more smkmg duiry 
entries relates the time in 19?S when 
Mr. Klemperer pulls to ‘o a roads^d 
restaurant just as a speech by Hemuinn 
Goerin®. one ot the top Nazis, is bein^ 
broadcast- “Not one of a dozen people 

"m-" 10 ' he ra f SIT* 

sinuie second.” he wrote. U jusj as 
well could have been transnnrtm «- 
,e„ce or . ft* ™ )%£*, 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


lain Ma 


A Swiss Lawsuit 

On Oct. 15 T Swiss Conser- 
vatives Sue Critic WhoTesttjied 
on Jewish Accounts ) you re- 
ported that Jean Ziegler, amem- 
ber of the Swiss Parliament and 
a “relentless critic of Sw^ss 
banks and their dealings with 
Hitler’s Germany,’ ’ was the tar- 
get of a lawsuit that seeks to 
charge him with treason. 

Hts offense, according to his 

accusers, most ofwh<»n are afH 
parently shareholders of large 

Swiss banks, isthat m hjstot* 
and in testimony before^ U^. 

Cl. . ■ L^unilnittFF . ht“ tie 


w indictment is a 
blatant effort to persecute a cit- 
izen for his opinions — a prac- 
tice that should be repugnant to 
every fitothinking society. 

One of the cornerstones ot 
any democracy is i the i ability to 
accommodate all forms of 
SDeech, unless it mates to vi- 
JleDk Regardless of how ab- 
horrent or evenmeorrectent- 
icism may be. the government 
^nseimheitherbe censor- 
ship not imprisonment 

Essentially, Mr. Zi e &fer s op- 
ponents seek to tarnish him tor 
exposing the- economic collab- 
oration of certain Swiss tanto 
ahd associated political 
widi HrtlerTs Gerniany. Ms - oj- 

pbqeats’ weakness is the facttnai 


history has recenrly recorded that 
Mr. Ziegler is correct. 

Two reports commissioned 
under the auspices 'off a U.S. 
diplomat, Stuart Etzensuu. 
have concluded — independ- 
ently of Mr. Ziegler s obser- 
vations — that there was an 
economic relationship between 
Swiss financial institutions and 
the Third Reich that transcen- 
ded the obligations of neutral- 
ity,. affirmatively aided and 
abetted a belligerent, and had 


auctuu » “ — -o — -- • 

no moral justification. 

In die face of these reports, it 
would appear 

. opponents are more interested m 
a witch hunt than in fecmgreaJ- 
ity. The more dangerous ques- 
Son facing the Swiss prosecutor 


is whether he is prepared to issue 
an indictment against those who 
sold Switzerland’s soul during 

the war. _ 

MICHAEL D. HAUSFELD. 

Washington. 

The writer is a partner at the 
law firm of Cohen. Milsiein. 
Tiausfchi & Toll, which led the 
class-action lawsuit 
Swiss Banks on behalf of Holo- 
caust sun’ivors. 

Canadians Only 

As a non-Canadian writer, 
I was amused by the claim or the 
Canadian minister for cultural 
heritage, Sheila Copps. that 
. “Canlda is also , the counn* 
most open to foreign cultures 


i - On the Cultural Rampant 
Celine Dion for Canada 
Meanwhile. Nov. 17 1. i .«mki 
paper her office walls with re- 
lection slips from Canadian pub- 

J Ss.nSgazines and the state 

radio station readmg. bony. 
Canadian authors only. 

DAVID ZANE MAIROW 1TZ. 

Avignon. France. 


Letters intended fur puhli- 
cjnon should be addressed 
‘ Leucrs to die Editor and 
contain die writer's signature, 
name and lull address. Letters 

shonld be hncl and are suhet i 

to edUinjt. We eaiuwl be n- 

sponsildc for du' return of nn- 

s, i heiteJ manuscripts. 


apart from many lews — he tod g« sionallv _ non -Jews exposed 

served in a front line uni'dunng iVmpa ihv for him and sent gifts ot this 

War I and won the Iron Cross . ^or JjXi — cigarenes. food, 
these reasons, he was excluded from or hat haJ neWS . n has 

some of the most oppressive anti- to*. ^ ^ comfortmg to 
Jewish measures, including. ; .l Holocaust to somethin- 

course, those .hat would havecos. him ^toj^Holoc: __ ^ ^ 

his life. He survived the war and It e pe ^ Jnti.Semitism. above all. But 
until 1960. a diarist apparently to the extr Klemperer is te lling us that 

'"Bui it is the diary he kept ^933 afrmdThey havenb 

to 1945 that commands our jttentK . «• D i s Vi dents have disappeared, 

h is foU of fascinanng detail, not just =-.. Eliminalionist anii-Semmsm 
what you might expect — a reference w ^ nlos ,i v imposed from 

to Knstallnacht. for instance, or -^ove The killers are not necessarily 

SSS Somc “ e merdV CO "' 

SS°slow!y asphyxiated the German- formjsis. ^ ^ |( means th3 , the 
Je S»ricrk.ofc 0=1 

some people were sem o con en- Itae «ml je». - a 

tration camps, but in the early ^ come , that will make but one appear- 

kilUna often proceeded slowly tus _ bul ^ aff0 ciiy that could be 

the livelihood, then the pude . . * ^ duplicated. Since it happened in one 
ultimately, the wiU 10 liw. p, e once . it could happen in another 

emiSTated. Some killed thcmjc Ives. P a&ain ^ is die lesson. 

The diarv tells another stoty as well p Holocaust. Victor Klemperer s 
- and may-be it is one peculiar to Mr tells us a little about 

Klemperer. M Sun “ralMe about Jews -bu.te. 
the most pan, he is not mtsfreate awful lQT abou t us all. 
his countrymen. He encounters r ,„. w -<i P«-« 

dinary anii-Semmsm, of course, out 
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Don't miss our next 

special heading: • 

■1 CHARMING 
* HOTELS IN PARIS 
Which will be.appeaiittg.on 

Not. 27 and Dec. tl 
Tor more information contact 
Danida Calmer - 

1 International Herald Ifobune 

Paris Td: +33 

Fax: +33 (0)1 4H393 70 
F^nyikdcasgiiei€ihtooiii 


U.S. A. 


B4JOYTHE SECUKTTY OF 
: OWNING YOUR OWN 
PIECE OF THE U^A- for 
as little a* $90 per monthl 

■ RiiUdvouf drawn ht ww »_ _ 
aurtMaUa mfu w«W.. 

Galt DicK Nuthmann - 
: 94S-975-0740 USA _ 



■AY THE SACRED HMOj 
abed ttorted tow* 

Ijaougtoii Ite wrii 

Sacod Heart ol Jesus pray to a Bart 

Jude. ol ottacte. 

sad Jude, hetw d tta t»p^ W 

far us. Amen. Say d» pray* 

a day. by die n«h *y. » 01 f a K2jJ 

be awmd it has 

lj tal Puticaion mg bepmweu w 
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Pejus** FtotUo to 
mMi m teal 

we ae obsessot afcourrastty .A 


Supemodels of 

Scandinavia 

. .'.toffl'SBB 
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London Ttfc.OTH 258 0090 
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“THANK YOU SAOKD HEART 

d Jbsub and S8BI judo to prayers 
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THE PROrcsaOHAL MOYERS 

100 YEARS OF 
PROFESSIONAL MOVING 1 

Paris 433 1 34 7S 92 92 
mndtorfintLcan 
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Se 0171 370 Hl» 
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5! Beauchanp Raw, London SW1 
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•ZURICH' . 
CaroirteE 5 ^^^ 
Tel 07 S • «3 30 m 


9T3r443-B3e7 Far. - 


i NO Deposit 
. NO Set Up Fees 
. NO Minimums 

• Instant Activation 

• 6-Second Billing 
. Fibre-Optic Networks 

• Ideal for Home, Office, 
Hotels and Mobile 

Tel: 1.206.599.1991 
| Fax: 1.206.599.1981 
Email: lnfo@kallback.coni 
1 www.kallback.eom 
417 Second AvBnue West 

c.iiiHi.WA 98119 USA 


FUNDING problems? 
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soluticws 

Conan 

BANCOR 

OF ASIA 

Bartatfc quarartew » ieciif Mtong 
tor ratte piosas 

VENTURE capital 
equity loans 

REAL ESTATE 

Long lam cctoleral 
Suopiiied Guarantees 
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(Ccmwswn Mtrert erty 
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Financial Services 
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VENTURE CAPITAL CONSULTANTS 
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Offices for Rent 


IF FUNDING IS 
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Tte 1600 mast traded starts of me day. 
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CARESSING THE DAMASK COVERLET 

IN THE TEMASEK SUITE 


he reflected misty-eyed on times past. Fifty years it had been 
since he had slept with his beloved wife in this very same suite. 
It had been their wedding night. How he wished she were there 
now. Half a century ago, and yet it seemed like yesterday. Tears 
sprang unbidden as recollections of their honeymoon, fresh as the 
Orchids on the bedside table, bloomed in his memory. The scent 
and soft colours of the room captured his reminiscences causing 
time to stand still. A gentle knock at th.e door roused him from 
his reverie. Opening it, he found a Bell Boy laden with shiny 
packages- ‘Is everything ri 8^ l > s ' r ? gently 

enquired. ‘Just thinking ( J about my late wife 

responded the gentleman,^ , S2g"!2^ , ^ somewhat forlornly. Tm 
not that iatef chirruped a voice in the corridor. And in skipped 
the lady in question, as girlishly as she had some fifty years before. 
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Bonn and London in Entente 

^finance Mirii&tersCallfor Growth-Oriented Policies 

■ — im bv Prime Minister Tony Blair and 


By Tom Bueride 
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ijONDON — Britain moved to deepen its 
rapport with the new. Social JDemocnmc jgv- 
^nent of Gemiafly and to increase British 
influence on European 

for efforts to stimulate growth and employing 
Finance Minister Oskar Lafontaine of Ger- 
- many,- in a visitlo London, refrained fr°m direct 
JKSsm of. European central banters, a mod- 
-^Tf'trnn— welcomed by British officials ~~ of his 
recart rhetoric calling for Ipwer 

British officials 

natives would not imdenmne pnce stabuity or. 

. lajontaine said “But uneni^oyiw®^ 18 . 10 ®^^; 

aixi we know what we iwed to ^ is erratic jots. 

Gordon Brown, the chaacdtor of die Ex-, 
chequer, said the joint call was coMistent mfti a 
SS^mdoI: by -the Group of Sew?J^, . 

tha t deflati on now posed a greatariskto mdn^iuu 

economies 1 titan inflation did. 

differed with Mr. Lafontameover recent German 

calls fxtaxhaimonizatkmihSJnjpe. ^ 

.&9SSSKSSSS 


^agssssisssK'-*- 

^S^SWussed an initiative to mote 

l^ggSII 

zl^^- r^mtfesto by finance mimstaa^from 11 

^^SgovennnHBS in th = E ?2fSiSonbv 



Paris Bourse Set to Join Club 

France to Hold Meeting on a Pan-European Market 

... — this alliance with the creation from January 


as^eyidence wa -H^uiative economic 
an i£S 'SSTS^tmt Central 

which wffl managemOTe^^c^or^ 

“Sidns adopting the single cunencyto 

1 ‘conduct ^ ° aon ^ t ^? J^^aability taking into 
following the goal of price staDuny^i*^“6 

of 

;^JSS3S5SpBSS£ 


JotaiyEjp^ASOMF™"^" 

tSS Lafontaine to London on Thursday, 
which agreed that deflation posed a great® .risk m 

sSSsssswiSfa 

3XS oft 

British officials welcoiml *e rettJJ ^ 
eration of Mr. Lafontaine, who dem^L^ 
that be was trying to pressure the 

into lowering interest ***:*?*£ fifSd 
earlier Friday, in Italy, to adhere to the oeoi an 

goage,” one official said. 


By Alan Cowell 

Sr* York Times Sen ice 

t nNDON — Struggling io avoid being side- 

^^Ss^Ssassssss^ 

indicatedThuraday iha 
Sedans stock exchange intended to 
alliance between London and “* n 

SSueedJ.o nab. »- 


The announceraem wuu^- - i( . 

gSftgS^oSS 

s *Ssas!ss ! 5«i“ 

s^aaississs 

Z±S£ but were also seeking to gain the im- 

timina and technicalities of the French entry ujo 
STSa Dominique Strauss-Kahn,. the 
ftenrfSce ministe?. said. “Pans .s joining 


Ihis alliance with the creation from Jannaiy 1999 

81 5SSS3KU London andFranl^- 
who welcomed die idea in pr^gP 1 ; 
to say whether the timing and tbe arrangement 
Se^ aTSanced as die Prennh offic^nnptoi 
^I-m afiaid I can’t ?onftmjnytong to 
that," a representative of the London Stock fcx 

C ^‘Thc"appeanmces are weU ahead of the reality 
at to ^S?^id an American banker. »ho 

issues tobere- 

S’SSSSSgjss? 

SS3KSKJ=K« 

and coins in the new currency are to be in 

cipal financial center in Europe. 

IS 

gsss.;is-i«riS* 

and Zurich. 
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By Elisabeth Rosenthal 
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Economic Turmoil Means 
Lower Expectations for APE 

Difficult Meeting Forces a ‘Reality Check’ on Goals 

miuc. thev issued a broadly worded pie 


Settles Of sy^P .^d ; 

j f^ saaflaa 

cold syrups, a 
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By Michael Richardson 

Intemutionul Herald Tribune 


■ — 1T« Me* Yi-rtTiiuf' 

^eS^’SflSSi® 

“Sc^d^fa^C-l 

gives us policies but no money, he sat, .’ 
SSwaCSu hosptal has to baye more patients 

trenir f sf^ll 8 Afer a'scSe^ofSws^per expose 


they ^ed a broadly worded pledge at 
the end oT heir meeting Wednesday to 
itfernutionuiHerani mounc a “cooperative growfii strategy to 

KUALA LUMPUR - As the Asia-Pacffic ' their commitment to 

Economic Cooperation forum enters ieIOJ j 994^1^ agreed to in Bogor. Iod°nesia,to 
vearaher a ■mnetimes stormy meeting hweof ^ ^ , n vestment 

national leaders and oitei r wUhin APEC by 2010 for developed nations 

^.^bl'e^despi.e Uiepressttreof 

eii K 

started to settle Thursday, NEWS officii said. **lt may look as ifitss 

some officials and analysis ^me sense, but wtafs significant is that it 

said that the buffeting the ANALYSIS ... moving forward. ■„«««», 

oroup had received might , fnr rh<> Noneiheless. the continued t3 ^^Pf nin L™’ ( ^ 
mm out to be a useful nrality check, for ^ ^ . t by president Bill Cjmtcm of *e 
organization and its critics a 1 ^- expec . United States as he visits Japan wtB 

“PraDle had unrealistically high ex Pf c . - „ odier officials and analysts warned, 

.ation^* raidWme Minister John Howardof ^^?SS^hol-tc>handle’’ issurapassed 
Australia. “They have undergone^ a realiy on '^J^ organizations by APEC .this 
check, but that doesn’t mean to say there's tiberaltzahon plan to eiimirurtetinffs 

still enormous benefit and a weal deal 10 be « $|.Snfllion mW-» 

^SSCI^d growth and The P" fgZKSSl '.hVfull 

Sss.hsjsjtsx sggi-’SKS^g 
tsr,sft£Si"«r tsattstsssssst! 

t&sd zssv Si- 

saassasiggSo 

“ SMS ?i* r ^ f ar^ord covering all tune sectors couid he 
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Very briefly: 


Nymex and Oil Market Discuss Link 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The New York Mercantile Exchange and 
London's International Petroleum Exchange, for the second 
time in a year, said Thursday they were considering a merger 


that would create a monopoly in energy futures trading. 
A merger would consolidate the Nvmex’s position 


A merger would consolidate the Nymex’s position as the 
world's leading energy market and would make it easier for 
the exchange to find new business overseas. 

“It'll give the exchange a foothold in Europe and any time we 
have a chance to get into other businesses and clientele it’s a 
good thing," said Michael Cardeife, owner and president of Arb 
Oil Inc., the largest independent brokerage on the Nymex, 
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Microsoft Starts to Sell Stake in RealNetworks 


GkifJilW Ay OwSugFnm OfijMtte 

SEATTLE — Microsoft Corp. 
began Thursday to sell its 10 percent 
stake in RealNetworks Inc., whose 
chairman complained before a Senate 
hearing this summer that Microsoft 
had tried to "break" his Internet mul- 
timedia software. 

Microsoft denied that spite was 
the motive for die sale, but it ac- 
knowledged that its relationship 
with RealNetworks had soured. 

“I think it’s lair to characterize it 
as a fairly rocky relationship for 
some rime," Anthony Bay. general 
manager of Microsoft’s Commercial 
Systems Division, said this week. 

The decision to sell will result in a 
profit for Microsoft If paid about 
$30 million for its stake in Real- 
Networks in July 1997, and the stock 
is now worth about $140 million. 

RealNetworks shares fell $4.75 to 
close at $38,125 on die Nasdaq stock 
market, while Microsoft climbed $2 
to $111.75. 

RealNetworks is the market lead- 


er in technology used to send sound 
and video over the Internet It com- 
petes directly with Microsoft’s Win- 
dows Media Player. RealNetworks 


says it has about an 85 percent share 
of die market 


of die market 

Microsoft took (he stake in Real- 
Networks in July 1997. At die time, 
the software powerhouse said it 
would work with RealNetworks to 
ensure that Microsoft's Netshow 
streaming software worked with 
RealNetworks’ RealAudio and 
RealVideo software, which Mi- 
crosoft licensed- Streaming technol- 
ogy allows usees to see and hear audio 
and video sect over the Internet 

But in July, Rob Glaser, Real- 
Networks’ chairman and founder, 
told a U.S. Senate committee that 
Microsoft’s video-streaming soft- 
ware had been designed to “break'* 
RealNetworks’ software. 

-Mr. Glaser, a former Microsoft 
executive, said some consumers 


crosoft’s video-streanung software. 

Mr. Glaser is one of a string of 
executives — including represen- 
tatives of Netscape Communica- 
tions Corp. and Apple Computer 
Inc. testifying at the government’s 
antitrust trial of Microsoft — who 
have alleged that the software giant 
wrote software to be incompatible 
with their products. Microsoft 
denies the allegations. 

Microsoft engineers said a bug in 
RealNetworks' software caused the 
incompatibility, an argument sup- 
ported by some industry experts 
who ran independent tests. 

Microsoft said it would keep its 
license for the RealNetworks tech- 


chines Corp. to integrate audio and 
video into e-mail. 

Tn September, RealNetworks lt- 


nology, which came with its 10 per- 
cent stake. But Mr.- Glaser said the 


found that his company ’s product did 
not work once they downloaded Mi- 


cent stake. But Mr.- Glaser said the. 
technology that Microsoft licensed 
had been rendered outdated in the 
“exploding" Internet market. 

In the past three months, Real- 
Networks has disclosed other; stra- 
tegic alliances. In October, it linked 
up with International Business Ma- 


in September, RealNetwoocs li- 
censed InteL . Corn’s stteaming- 
vide© techhoiogy for use in its me- 
dia player,. and said America On li ne 
Inc. would dismbuce its software to 
AOL subscribers. 

And!Netscape h^ released a new 

version .Of its Internet browser that ‘ 
inclodes- RealNetworks ’ multime- 
dia software.’ .. 

Mr. Bay said Microsoft ’s deal 
with RealNetworks set-up a delicate 
relationship with the two companies 
working together in some areas and 
competing iq others. .’ 

: Before long, it was obvious ihe 
two companies were headed in dif- 
ferent directions, Mr. Bay said. 

- “We ended up with sort of di- 
verging business strategies,'* Mr. 
Bay saxL We had a combination of 
a . competitive" and cooperative re- 
lationship and the balance had -sort 
of moved toward the competitive 
side.” - ' (AP. Bloomberg) 


Bridgete*'* 

NEW YORK — TEw-daDa 


steps to help pull me economy 

our of recession. • 

The govaning Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party said it had agreed 
form a coalition ;wMi the Liberal 
Party, which is hi favor of using 
deep tax cuts to pufl the eoqn- 
omy out of recession. 

Prune Minister Krizo Obu- 
chi said the parry agreed' with 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Technology Stocks Keep Wall Street Afloat 


• American Airlines Inc. agreed to buy Reno Air Inc. for 
$ 124 million in cash as the second-largest U.S. carrier tries to 
re-establish its footing on the West Coast 

• Pan AmSat Corp., which suffered a much-publicized satel- 
lite failure this year, said battery problems in another satellite 
had caused service disruptions and could lead to customers 
canceling contracts but would not affect overall business. 

• The chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, Arthur Levitt, condemned U.S. companies that re- 
veal market-moving information to securities analysts before 
releasing it to the public, saying the practice was “cheating, 
and a stain upon our market.” 

• Occidental Petroleum Corp plans to cut 500 more jobs 
over the next two years and reduce capital spending by 21 
percent next year because it expects oil prices to remain low. 
The latest job cuts bring Occidental’s three-year total of job 
eliminations to more than 1 , 000 . 

• BMW Manufacturing Corp. has suspended tours of the 
plant's South Carolina assembly line until next year to conceal 
preparations to build a new sport-utility vehicle, the X5. 

Bloomberg, Reuters 


by Oar Stuff From Dupiifckr* 

NEW YORK — Share prices rose 
Thursday, led by technology 
companies on optimism about the 
sector's growth prospects. 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
closed 14.94 points higher at 
9,056.05, and the Standard & Poor's 
500 index ended 8. 13 points higher 
at 1,152.61. Gaining issues out- 
numbered losing ones by a 4-to-3 
ratio on the New York Stock Ex- 
change. The strength of the tech- 


nology sector showed up in (he Nas- 


daq composite index, which rose 
22.22 points to close at 1,919.66. 

“The leadership is clearly the In- 
ternet stocks, and they will move 
higher," said Dan Yen), president 
of Awad & Associates. 

Several recent initial public of- 
ferings of Internet issues have 
skyrocketed, and other stocks are 
rising on optimism that the year-end 
holiday season will bring a boom in 
on-line shopping. 


Biuefly rose 3 7/16 to 11 5/16. 
after the Internet designer outlet 
store said ithad signed an agreement 
to be a featured retailer on the Web 
site of Lycos. 

Intel rose 3 to 112% on signs that 
demand for personal computers 
would strengthen through year-end. 

Bnt gains in the broader market 
were limited by a report from the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Phil- 
adelphia that showed a decline in 
business at regional factories in 


November. It was the third straight 
month of decline, a sign that Uik 
manufacturers are still suffering the 
' effects of the global economic, slow- 
down. 

“Clearly; the Philadelphia man- 
afactariag index nqxjrt shows a con- 
tinuing decline in activity, and that 


US. STOCKS 


High-Tech Security: Look Here to Log On 


Rv Paul Flnren identical DNA, said John Siedlarz, 

in^,!Z^?lne president oflriScan, who wasshow- 

casing his product at Comdex, the 

LAS VEGAS — They say the annual computer trade show in Las 
es are a window onto the soul. At Vegas. 

undex this year, eyes can The main use for such 


Comdex this year, eyes can 

actually open windows. 

IriS can Inc. of Marl ton, Wii'ri 
New Jersey, has developed /«7k 

technology that identifies /M>/ J 

people by the patterns of , 0 

their iris. Iris recognition ^ 

rivals DNA tests in reliab- 


“biometric identity" tech- 
nology is for security. The 
focus right now is for busi- 
ness applications, and the 
price is supposed to come 
down to about $1,500 per 
unit by the first quarter of 


ility, the company claims, and yet 1999, down from an initial price of 
identifies an individual in seconds $ 10 , 000 . 


using a video-based imaging pro- 
cess. 


“Security has always been pass- 
word-oriented, and that’s not good 


The IriScan product can even dtf- enough anymore with the Internet,’ ' 
ferentiate between twins with said Frank Dzubeck, president of 


Communications Network Archi- 
tects Inc., a consulting firm in 
Washington. “What we see today is 
the start of an entire industry bared 
on biometric security.” 

IriScan software runs on any 
Windows-based personal computer. 
A tiny camera mounted on the side 
of a computer scans a user’s, iris 
before allowing the computer to be 
turned on or giving access to certain 
files or network privileges. 

Biometrics is also advancing in 
voice-print technology. Verkel 
Corp. of America, based in Chicago, 
in a partnership with Ingram Micro 
Corp. of Santa Ana, California, has 
developed Voicecrypt, a program 
that identifies users by voice. ' 


points to a near-term decrease an 
corporate earnings,” said James . 
EUman. portfolio manager of AIM 
Global Financial Services Fund. 

The report lifted Treasury bond 
prices because it suggested that there - 
was little risk of inflation and mare 
chance, for further interest-rate cuts 
from the Federal Reserve Board. 

The price of the benchmark 30- 
year issue closed 9/32 point higher 
at 100 4/32, sending the yield down . 
to 5.24 percent from 525 percent 
Wednesday. 

Analysts; noted that trading 
volume (hiring the recent stock rally 
had been light, a sign that investors 
may not be convinced that all the » 
. market turmoil was oyer. . . 

- “It’s not ared flag yet, but.it.may _ 
be waving a little bit ofayellow flag 
in our face,” said Charlie Crane; 
chief investment, officer at Key As- 


tfce Liberals’ policies m prin- 
ciple, raising hopes that the 66 - 
atition would agree to cut the 5 
percent - ccaisumptipn tax. 
which many. . economists have 
said is stifling consumer spend- 
ing and prevorting a recovery. 

* *There was an incredible de- 
mand for the Japanese yen 
against both the dollar, and the 
Deutsche mark,” said Jeff Yu, 
senior trader at Sanwa Bank. ~ ./ 
- The government -stopped 
short of saying the consumption 
tax wcadd be emt, however. The 
secretary-general of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, Yoshirc 
Mori, said that for the moment^ 
the LDP was comnrittedonly to 
tacnig the proceeds of the tax to 
bolster welfare spending. 

The dollar foil to 1 1 9.60: yen 
in 4 PAL trading from 121.60: 


set Management. ‘"Hungs Ske the 
lowish volume and the speculative 


towish volume and the speculative 
frenzy in Internet slocks are signs ' 
that are deserving of our respect.” * v 
• (Rcuicrt; BlotnrzfMrrg. 

a -. e -i •’ 


Dealers said traders buying 
yien with marks also had pushed 
the' dollar briber- against the' 
Deutsche mark and agantttrnbst 
othorEuropcan currencies. 

TbedoDarroseto 1.6J159DM 
from. 1,6766 DM and to 5.6555 
Frefflch ' ftafitis from 5.6185 
francs. -It also rose tb 13867 
.Swiss francs- .from: 13795 
francs. Hie pound dipped to 

$1.6655fiom $1.6707. 

- The -Bundesbapk’s decision 
to leave rates unchanged after its 
policy-making cboncil met also 
supported -the doflar against the 
Gorman .currency. The dollar^ 
also got a lift froth news that the 
fib reSearcfr institute's index of 
Westem Gennan business con- 
fidence fcH in Ocfoberto its low- 
est ^^mctv&asrtibcr 1996. 
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WMiapen W 112532, up 375 


HI GRADE COPPER (HCMJQ 
2&OOOKIS.- aril per Ol 
H orn 7150 709Q 71.00 -OJ55- 

Dac98 72-00 JVM 71.15 -040 

JWI99 7180 7145 7145 JLOO 

Ftbt9 71-80 7155 7150 -060 

Mar 99 71B0 TIM 72.10 4L60 

Apr 99 72.90 7240 UM -0J0 

May 99 73.10 7270 72J3 -040 

■ton 99 7X65 73JM 7X00 4U0 

-M99 7X80 7X15 7X15 -045 

EsL sdte NJL Wete rate 9.922 
MMftapeaH7U579, ep72 . . 


EURO DOLLARS (CMERJ 
SHnSfcMlsirilOOBa - . 

Dec 98 9486 9480 9461 41X13 46X238 

Jon 99 95XB 95X12 95X12 -0JM 1X173 

feb99 «11 9557 95X17 .^jOri X 2 SB 

A/** 99 95.15 9X11 95112 JUST MMOB 

Apr99 9115 4L05 688 

Star?? ' 95.17- 4L05 ' 

Jun99 9i23 95.13 95.14 XU37 415L541 

SepW 9522 95.11 95.13 -0X8 330215 

D«C 99 95XD 9191 9491 -030 277XK8 

MarOO 95.12 95X13 95X13 -0X17 Z1X974 

EArate 4SS934 Wufft sate 589,513 
VMteOMaMXm24A<riT4X029 - 

BRITISH POUND fCMER) 


HEAT1MSOIL CHMEAJ 


67X91 66773 <7X22 +5J7 


Daw Jones Bond 


20 Bands 106.17 

iBUrames 10X03 

10 Industrials 10X51 


50966 UStetUftllSAb +4to 
1 9638 Ft, 5t» 5ftft 

15OT H»ft 10*ft 18W +*ft 

13606 ft V, Vft -ft, 

11881 49» 48ft Oft + ft 

10357 «** 47+, 47ft -Vft 

10045 A S» 6 _ 

BW7 68 66ft 67raft +]« 

MB 4ft 9ft ft* 

6670 161* 15ft 15V* -ft. 


SOYBEANS {CBOT1 

&000 bn mkBaan- cents per bushel 

Jon 99 586ft 57B 582 -2ft 7M26 

Mar 99 595ft S87V* 591 -2ft 29J16 

May 99 1 603ft 596ft 599ft >216 11559 

M99 611W 604 608 *116 1&734 

Aug 99 6C <07 6081* -1ft IJR1 

Est. Site 44000 Wan sete 40273 

Win open M 142XDA op 2jxn 


Trading Acfivily 


Nasdaq 


1711 15)4 
1269 1545 
549 ja 


TBWitssues 

New 

New low* 


1829 2044 

MM 19 H 
1480 ran 


WHEAT (CBtro 

5XS10 Da nHnan- cants per baxM 

Dec 98 294 287ft 291 4 4X288 

Morn JJOM 306 307ft -2 55778 

May 99 31816 316 317ft , 1 ft 7J09 

JU99 329 32SV> 327ft -1ft 19X107 

Est. rate 22 X 100 VMS sate 24684 

Wads open M 133L2B8, op 23 


SILVER (NCM1Q 

4000 nuy «&- oeMs per Ira* «■ 

No* 98 4942 -21 60 

Dec 98 <01X1 4940 495X1 . -22 .33441 

Jan 99 497.2 . -2J 08 

Ate 99 SU5 500-0 500J -12 22,981 

M« 99 507X1 50X5 50X5 -XI X110 - 

JelW 507.0 50X5 50X9 -2J 4683 

Sep 99 507J. -2.1 U69 

Dec 99 5140 5100 5100 >1.9 4*46 

EsL sate rCA. Weds sate 14327 
Vfcd* open H 76581 off 816 


6X500 paute. S pw pound 

D«S 1-SS2 i - 4 ® 4 l-teMHUMM' 49JQ5 

AteW 1JW» 1-6570 1-65*8-0.0022 L840 

Jw99 1M532-O0028 1J02 

EU^rarieaAlB Wadi sate 4731 
Wads open MXUM& riff 513 


D«» 3560 3465 3477 +0JJ6 408*1* 

, 3690 36.10 . 3614 +ftfll 50252 

2 ®.1S 37.1 S 37X9 ■ 4UM 29^49 

M«99 3070 W.Vq- 37X9 -0X19 21746 

Af*99 33JV 3K49 J 849 -007 II, M 

- 0 JW MSS 

Jon 99 4025 39.69 .3969 91887 

EsL Bte NJV. Weds sate 58744 

VMS opn M 190860 MI0 

UGHT SWEET CRU DE (HMERl 
i^ao&M.-<toEnHbu. V *■ 

1255 Uoo 12X6 4J.09 3*887 
Jan 99 1X98 1248 12JO -006 130023 

Feb» 1330 HOS 13XB- -107 Sw 

Mat 99 _ 1X65 1342 1X45 -my 3S847 

Apr-99 laVl 13J3 117S imau raSS 
-M«99 UW 1+01.1410 *0X17 16.746 
at varies HA NWt Sdtas 229^30- - 
WedsopenM 90X731, oft 1M6 • ' 


Market Sales 


261 

Pure. 

ES 

289 

NYSE 

Tote 

tea 

67433 

12 

Arnex 

2X40 

xre 

u 

15 

Nasdaq 

In masons. 

91BXS 


livestock 

CATTLE (ONE ID 

4000 lbs* oents per Rl 

Dec98 62*0 61-50 6X2S +025 3X264 

RW99 6X15 6130 4X12 +0.10 3S642 

Aar 99 6535 6462 65.10 -QXQ 20704 

Jen 99 6XB5 6130 6X75 +0.13 10,906 

Ate 99 6X85 6145 6X75 +0J5 6*482 

Oa99 6655 6435 6650 +0.15 US5 

Era. rate 2ftl 17 Weds tote I L4W 
Weds open M107jn9. 08 900 


platinum mme» 

SO tray at- doftm per trof es. 

Jan 99 36X00 35450 J6230 +950 14360 
Apr 99 36X30 359X0 3dXX0 +8.90 tit 
MI99 36X70 +8.90 1 9S 

Od 99 365L00 +X90 993 

EsL Brim HJL Weds tdes 2466 
Weds opte M1AI65L Op 176 


□oh Pierirn 

LONDON METALS OJVO 
DoflaapernMfdelon 
teteOMGnM 
Spa? 1297 Ms 129Sj00 1303ft 1304ft 

ftrwri J307.00 J30UO 1317X30 13171ft 

Copper Crabades OflgR Crate 
Spo! 1568V* 1369ft 192ft 1573V* 

Miwnl 1394ft 1595ft 1599X10 1 SOLDO 


■ CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER). 

1 W90 ddBan; tper Ota. db 

-8457 +0X1016 56812 
Mar 99 .6470 ju* 0 MtO+eMU 'SASW 

J«|99 6468 MX 4463+00016 UM 

EsL Mte 4649 Wads Brio* 2LOOO 
. EMS Open M 6034& op 297 

0»»WANIWAMC<CJWeXD 
123U>ap mate I per rate 

DflCW JM0 -5926 J932'4UKU] tuna 

MorV9 Ml ._52S1 SK64JX41 jS 

JWW ^7^0041 L170 

EsL eafts 14842 Weds sate 1494 s 
fttetf* open 8*9*771. off J.W9 .] 

12-5 ^UonjgvSpylOB yen 

Doc 98 J847Q J203 J&S9 4-JVT06 t umc 

Am 99 ME) 8571 SS71 +B110 12S2 

Eit rate 20782 NWS Mas &30J 
Weds open H3&S3L od L109 


NATURAL BAS (NMEJD 


+0009 . 39,874 

Jan 99 2J45 2280 2X24 4L0Q2 45.773 

-2JW Z2SO Ss«8 

-0.010 S 


Apr 99 " 2J90 X1*0 1180 AjOOI IX4I7 
MW99- 2:165 XlSp Z16Q XL0CQ 1U7M 


Dividends 

Company 


Company Per Amt Rk Pay 

IRREGULAR 

AnUnsurMtgB5 _ .1511-30 2-1 

AmlRsuriwraBo . .05 u-3o 2 ? 

Banco Co kuAta MXM26 11-25 12-11 

Crass TbiriMfRuy _ JJ806 11-30 12-14 

FS Eagle FdC Cia4031M8 Tl-TS 
Cr Otw porawean dess Y. 

Fst Eagle Ind Fd C C1X1717 11-18 11-18 

PerraianEpsin - JKD9 11-30 12-14 

San Juan Bastn - .0322 11-30 12-14 

rifaOlwTOfinfg - .1011-30 12-15 

STOCK SPUT 
Time Warner 2 fori spKL 

REVERSE STOCK SPUT 
in Home HecKttl 1 for 3 reverse spH efhdfte 
NO*. 27. 

INCREASED 

CampbeBSaup O .22 l-G 2-1 


Company Per Amt Rec Pay 

REDUCED 

AOnwrioaSea 9 JO 11-30 12-31 

G 4 BMeliag 0 -31 12-15 1-1 

INITIAL 

CNA Surety - -0B 12-1 12-28 

REGULAR 

Chat™ Common - AS 12-29 1.1S 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER1 

SUMO Bn.- arts per Bl 
tea » 6905 t»M 6 MO -ai2 V02 

Joan 7145 7050 71 JO +0.1S 4962 

Mar 99 7135 7095 7137 +007 2359 

Apr 99 72M 7\ji5 7200 -«B 909 


504ft 505ft 

SOZft 50X00 


477500 4J85JM 
4245XB 42SDU00 


Apr 99 7241 7145 7200 -0.05 909 

Mot 99 7210 7240 7100 -AW W30 

AMg 99 74X15 7385 74X15 -0XA 4T7 

Era. rate U03 WUTS rate L864 
WBfcOPMW 11 JO* op 19 


Spot SM9Q smoo 

ftrrrart 5660 JM 5O0XM 
zmcQpedaiMerate - 
spot 967.% reauo 
Foraced 98400 985.00 


SWISS FRANC «CMER) 

I2MK5 fninta. S par fhrac 

0*c9B .7390 .7712 -7221*41)040 3 r.ua - 

terW J3SS 3280 ^5^ 

J344-OOS0 . 23 

fetsaki m«4 Weds tees 
.Weds opan H M49L up X499 


ft 


- ' t A 

7- . c 

«■ -- ’ M +. 

* ■- 

wr .t*r 

* -« i < St 

«4. ^ t rgu 

*1 

’ V . ML- 

5 t. 


| 1 

•• & 


** r «. 
' ■ \- tr- 

’• « .n- 


r 


4 M X 

fS ii 

:.v- *• 

•• i «?.■ 


■t'i. 




is-' 5 * ;>V 
■SfcS; 

jjj 

4 r -p 

Jiw f:S. C7S-- 



*}$( 

■TH .3 ■- /■< V- Ml* 
■tot* >1930 33RJK 


It -■% -is 


: • i* H 

am 

s. ' * 1 *Rfc- 


MBOCANPESDOCMEfO 


E 'Town Corp 
KefCorp 
Wareh McLennan 
Ntril AustraEa Bk 
0 CE Energy 


CampbeaSaup 
Communfty Bk VA 


Fit fin Cp IN 
Fst Midwest Bncp 


FstVirghuaBks 
FstMcritCWp Q .1 

Three PJevn Fin 0 .11 

OMITTED 

Fqfcra afc MB S t d 

d- UUQliHUtng cosh dhtdends. 


.15 11-27 12-11 
M 13-8 1-4 

24 12-25 1-2S 
32 12-31 1-71 
.IS 11-37 12-21 


0 .11512-14 


Pause 5ft: CONG 
OuakerQwni 

Saafs, 

ShoreUneFli 
SanestalnN 
Slategfind 
WatoKDlnc 
YPF SoeAncHBina 


0 51 12-4 12-18 
D J35 12-1 12-15 
Q JO Ml 2-12 
b) ^4 11-25 12-28 
Q 5325 1-8 1-29 

Q JS12S 12-14 1-4 

Q M 12-1 12-10 
Q -Z7 1-21 2-16 
0 M 12-70 1.7 
Q .19 1-15 1-29 
Q ,23 12-17 1-4 


HOCS-Lhb (CMERJ 
40000 Rnl- ants per B* 

Dec« 37.17 S75S 3142 J105 14029 

Feb 99 3947 37.92 38XM -1XQ 14176 

Apr 99 4140 4137 4175 -UO Ufl 

Jun 99 SUO 5230 5242 -1.13 MO 

Jut 99 5450 SUS SIM 4L8S 1.7*4 

EsL rate 1 4607 VMS sate 81)6 
Wads open lot 415J9, up 207 


HJflh Low Oara Chpe OpM 


5*5 09390 O99O2 +J00TQ 1^521 

Mraw sons srrm som -rmmm &m 
JB772+XM0T5 2.1S9 
EsL sate UMWod* sate U44 
WMb open H 2&871, 19 122 


.18 11-30 12-15 
.17 12-4 12-15 
.15 12-16 1^ 

31 12 IS 1-4 
31 12-77 1-4 
3211-25 11.30 


PORK BELLIES (CMER} 

40000 te.- ants pern. 

FS699 4445 4X50 4087 ten*. 4254 

Mar 99 4435 4340 4M7 +8.1S S39 

May 99 4S35 45.1 S 4531 WRlt -339 

EsL ute 1557 Weds sate MB8 
Weds open M 531 7. up 69 


Financial . . . 

US T Bl liS (CMER) . 

51 eriBw-pDoMWpra. 

Dec 98 W74 9S71 9571 XJ.Q3 1429 

ter 99 9539 9534. 9634 *05 1 360 

Joo 99 96.10 uadi 30 

EA sate B7 Weds rate w 
wed* open M 1019. oNl 


o-ttanrafcb-a pa ngnudeap nRri te 
stoft'ADfcwoyBitoMOtegMtete 
guraraWy: u-R Wi i S p » seeraig nwraT- 


o 5. stock Tables Explained 


Soles figure* are unofflaoL Yearly highs and lows reflect me previM* 52 nwte phis Die 

currant weeKbiri not BieicrieatiiiiSng day. Wbereaspbt or stack (ReUndaiaountingiQ 25 
paiccnf or mtehos been paiiLltioirecnhigh-lmrgnsecnddivldondafBslwran fertile now 
stocks only, Unites ettwrarfse noted rates of dividends ore annual [fcbwsffliWS based an 
Itie latest declaration. 

a - dMdend abo extra Is), b - oraroal rale nf dividend plus sftot cWdewL c - liqaidafintj 
dividend, cc ■ PE exceeds 99.dd - cdUM. d - new yearly kw„ rid - jgs bl BW lost 12 months, 
e - dividend declared or paid in preceding 12 months. ( - annual rate increased on last 
dedarafian. s - dividend in Canmflan funds subject lo 15% non-ni^denCBtn*-^ I - iflvWend 
dedored oner ipSt+jp or stock fivMend.) - dbridend paid iws rear.cn&*l f* 0 ™ 1 no 
action token a! kraest dividend meeting, k ■ dMdend dedared or paU Ws year, an 
ocauwfcdtve issuavrtm dividends in arrears, re - annual mt*, reduced on^ Itededaniiioii 
n - new ss« in me past 52 weeks. The high-taw range begirit °* tiwSog. 

nd-ncst day defivery. p- initial dividend. onnuM rale imtawwq.p/E-priC6^«» T * 1 lP , w«- 
q -dosecLaftd mutual fund, r- dMdeaddadaiedor paid in precedioa ISmon®*- slock 
dhidend. s - slott *pUL OMdond begte wtm dale of spid. sis - sda. t- dWde™ paid m 
stock in preceding l2mgn1t«.e s« n*a iwl cosbvotooorEx-dtvkftmlorra-<fat 1 ^* <ionq a>t - 
d - nw ywrtylugiL f-ira<Rng bolted iri ■ to bonkniplcy or recehrerswporbowmasjiiwl 
underlteflffliJintelcyActorM«ilteossoi«dl>ysi»OicBmte»a» 5 .ratf-ii4»S™b7ted 
wj . when issued raw - wim wwraws. * • e*xv»ldena or ex-fta«s. aiKs ■ e»+S* ,, * u non- 
m - *mwt miranls. y- re-dividend and sates in bin. yld . yfew. i . sates In W> 


Food 

COCOA (NCSE) 

10 reeMc tans- S pra Ion ' 

OtCW 1476 1465 1467 *16 1142 

Mar 99 1908 1494 14«5 -71 42434 

May 9« 1533 15Z1 1521 -20 11461 

M99 1559 15M 7546 -30 UB 

3*p99 15*2 1573 1573 -19 UOO 

Doc 99 1612 1603 1603 -19 &2W 

EsL sate 4000 Wtds sate 2,120 
WWTS open M 71,914 w 150 


5 Yfr TREASURY 834777 
noamonfta-pbfciflbsonoopcj .. 

D*C98' IIXXH 112-44112-46 ---1*217.989 
Mar 99 113-24 113-0* 113477 -14 68469 

Jun 99 11347 - -16 . 125 

Era. wrira 99.9W w«tfs sate n 6X04 

VfttfS open fc* 354604. up iM9 . 


Wteimt STOBJIW (UFFE) 

£500000- pH oM 00 pd 

Wf§§ 91740 93380 UndL 164814 
JRTW 94-180. 94.130 94UQ UndL 144«U 
SM99 94358 94390 MJIsJbSE itfifi 
□ac99 9432B 94370 943wHtWKlSS 

VSfB 2*^5 JJ3S +OJ710 113331 
Jw»00 -M3SQ 94300 94330 +4unn mTdr 
sap oo «*3»M35P KSoiSSa SIS 
Docao 94230 94300 9*220 Ja$g 

- 96*402 

Prev-apenM.- l,M7Jw up JL204 . 


&L Wte TLA. Waft rate 79.04 
WraMopenM 244109, up £316 

unleaded sasoune {Mnem 3y^ j ' 

S' 55 377* -+4L53,'ZUH5 . 

3tJa +a4S 

4030 43XM . 4021 +035 6410 

mSHS 4] JS 4L53 +0.35 ;6250 

JV&» US ,<U& 

MM <546 4SJ3 +00 7JW 

« 4tl1 1*2 tSS IS 

.essiftn 

BASOtLOPE) 

10*75. 10175- 104X10 ■ *135 5HM3 
.•jff j?- TlgJOO 10835 10X75 +133 3U03 

'SB 

+, - aj 

fiw.qpen ML- 160356 up w' 

B meretLOPto W. 

ffl" ]*■« 1142 1149 —0.0 a 9*428 

B S jg «SS 

%% IIS as gsaa 




x ^ 

•SUt 

“Ste 

p-- 


: *■: »«k 

. r * beg 

; 6 'C rS 


jSw SS S-2; 'HS’+wi 1M« 

+MST-.6WB 


S&+ evio 

■ .jt,, 


'.im 

#£ a 

.*■* -n 
■r: “■»*■ 
.if, 

•&' -’.ore 


gteM^DROMWaiRB 
Dee 98 


WYRTREA5URYKB0T} 


DK» 71*22 r»g 71B49 -06 39*400 

Mar 99 11037 UB-T* 118-18 -06-120936 

Jun 99 .118-05 -05. U02 

Est rate 130000 Weds rate 232074 
.WMhapan WS2A13& up 81/747 . . 




COFFEE C (NOE) 

37jmte.- reiiN ptr Bl ^ 

Dec98 11135 U876 11095 +035 L915 
Mar 99 1W50 10020 11005 +005 1&5M 
May 99 IUOO 10800 11Q.0S -045 i!59 

MW 11050 11 OX® 11050 -088 2152 
sap re nun moo iiij5 -ass u?< 

EsL rate 4740 Warn sate 8429 

Wrtfs open tat 3M715 off 


C8peX4UO(L0OOsris&22adllriISO|K8 . 

Dec 98 1280* 122-17 127-37 an*. 6TW38 
M8T99 127-» 1274)9 127-18 an* 231*922 
Jim W 12706 127-00 127-07 +09 3348 ' 

Sep99 .126-18 +01 4409 

Era. rate «KUN» sales 62206Z 

We* Open W 150563,^ *298 


JLSVjfOTi-cxaflsiaw 

‘ 4340 

ML572 
0X484 
83003 

mss 2£fg 

terO) 96280 96350 ^6375 +0855 -1Q-17S 

’ ‘ 

rtet. open at; 3471 061 up 21344 


p^!L! T ^ OTmso,,72il1 +i48 ■ SSI ■ 

'•K^asisaf' - 

H*5W8<UFFE) - * - 
® Wrbktaxpnfci • -, w • - 

« 5 » S 25 '-g&> JteSRO+iasj) 184314 - 

Si! 




1 ’’wS ■.*££ 





SDCARWORLD II (NCSn 

113000 te.-cate per b. „ . • 

M »99 M U 9 U 3 0(3 9*310 


May 90 855 843 4*4 009 143W 

JolW 857 S4S 441 0.11 JJSg 

Od 99 473 864 AM 006 I2J92 

Era sate 17^(0 Weds tote 12421 
Weds van IM 142311. up X7Q7 


LOKCelLT ajPFE) 

tmOU-ab&32mbafKiapct 

D*e« ii&re 11633 n*24 -otto nxwra 

M0T99 1)*g 1UUZ -11*41 -0X79 6013 
ESL Kite 444)9. Pan. sate 45.M5 
Piev.apen 88.-1205)5 up 1342 

CCRMAN 60V. BOND (UFPE2 

DMZSUM-pbawnpci 

Deere NA NA 11X68 +037 4369 

Era rate nra. Ptn.scte 0 .... 

Pte apra mu no- 


~30jWfTH H80B (MATlfi 
FFS rtlton.pt* oil 00 pd 

£8 sg as-.as-jg «£ 

si ffias-BtS-ffi. 

SS S8 313 

JW.00 9454 9*54 9654 law 

OapOO . 9645 9646 . *45 + §52 
,&L*ate7323 . ' * ,5S 

OpwM.1 72376 D0UU . 


37110 ,+UTLO- 1BUM-. 
3722X3 +101J nW 

- 3249 J. + 1800 - 


Comm «% (ndeices 
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wnomrreijRouiuaiPfe . 

. Deere '<*»§ U <SmSh3» On* imn 
Morre re*W 96370 


.[Wwr- ■ 
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ptfa.-ir' x 
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EUROPE 


l{ Telecom Italia’s ‘High-Tech Junkie 9 

ENI 9 s Tnmaroimd Artist Takes Over at Troubled Phone Giant 


By Yaroslav Trofimov 

Bhimbtrx Newt 


ROME.— Franco Bemabe, who 
took over Thursday as chief ex- 
ecutive of Telecom Italia SpA, 
knows more about turnarounds 
ihgu about telephones. . ’ 

Mr. Bemabe, 50, -comes to Tele- 
com Italia. Italy’s biggest com-, 
pany, from the stale- nm Erne 
Nazionale Idrocarburi .. SpA, 
Europe’s No. 3 oil company. In six 
years as chief executive, Mr. Ber- 
nabe took ENI public and made it 
. profitable by 's elling • marginal 
/I. units, setting up foreign alliances 
£2 and slashing costs. He faces similar 
. challenges at Telecom Italia. * . 

Italy’s dominanr telephone-ser- 
vice provider misled investors 
about its earnings and suffered 
from management mfighting as al- 
. Iiances unraveled in the year since . 
the state sold control. Investors now 
expect Mr, Bemabe’ s management 
"talent to outweigh his lack, of ex- 
perience in telecommunications. 

‘‘Bemabe has already shown he 
can transform an Italian - state di- 
nosaur into one of the world’s most 


efficient oil cor , 
he can puli hoffagahC ’ said Maria 
Fontana, a fund manager at Royal & 
Sun Alliance Fondi in Milan. 

Since last Thursday, when spec- 
ulation surfaced that Mr. Bemabe 
would be named chief executive, 
ENI’s stock has risen 8.8 percent. 
Shares in theformer state telephone 
monopoly, which was sold to the 


public in October 1997. fell 22 per- 
before 


cent in the next 12 months before 
rallying 51 percen t on hopes that a 
new CEO .would put things right. 
The stock closed Thursday in Mi- 
lan at 12,880 lire ($7.59), up 310. 

Mr. Bemabe said in a Italian 
newspaper interview that he had 
been attracted by the -’challenge'’ 
of repeating his ENI performance, 
at Telecom Italia. 

“At 50, a man has to change a 
'wife or a job — and I’m very fond 
of my wife,” he said. 

Mr. Bexnabe’s friends call the 
executive a * ‘high-techJunJde” be- 
cause of his passion for the Internet 
and for introducing new technol- 
; ogy to raise productivity. 

■Mr. Bemabe owes his new job to 
the Italian TVeasury, which is Tele- . 


com Italia’s biggest shareholder, 
with a 5 percent stake, and owns 37 
percent of ENI, where it appoints the 
majority of board members. 

Treasury Minister Carlo AzegJjo 
Gampi announced Mr. Bemabe’s 
new job Saturday, while Telecom 
Italia’s board formally made him 
chief executive with “wide-ranging 
management powers” Thursday. 

The government feared that fu- 
ture sales of state companies would 
be undermined after Telecom 
Italia’s stock plunge last month left 
its 1-5 million retail investors count- 
ing losses a year after taking part in 
the nation’s biggest state-asset sale. 

Telecom Italia, the world’s 
eighth- largest phone company, 
trails its rivals in forging alliances 
with foreign partners. Planned 
links with AT&T Corp., Cable & 
Wireless PLC and Unisource NV 
all collapsed this year amid con- 
cern about the stability of Telecom 
Italia’s management, even as rivals 
such as Deutsche Telekom AG and 
France Telecom SA encroached on 
the company's turf in Italy. 

At Telecom Italia, Mr. Bemabe 
will find a restructuring agenda 



The ftrv* 

Franco Bemabe, Telecom 
Italia's new chief executive. 


already in place similar to the one 
he implemented at ENI. In Septem- 
ber, the phone company an- 
nounced plans to sell telecommu- 
nications equipment, cable, 
insurance and real -estate units, 
slash 8,000 jobs and cut costs. 

Last month, Telecom Italia's top 
management warned labor unions 
that 1 999 profit might decline, then 
denied the report when it was 
leaked to the press, and finally had 
to acknowledge its authenticity. 


French Bank 
Posts a Gain 


• I.i||lil/ ' ■ lur \fcit- h.m lM y •«. tm ' 

PARIS — Sociere Generate pos- 
ted a slight increase in nine-month 
profit Thursday despite the impact 
of trading in Russia and Asia, and 
the second-biggest bank in France 
said the worst Impact from emerg- 
ing markets had passed. 

The bank’s shares rose sharply, 
finishing on the Paris Bourse at 780 
francs (Si 38.83). up 35. 

Operating profit was 2 1 .6 billion 
francs in the period chat ended Sept. 
30, up from 1 1 .4 billion francs a year 
earlier. 

Any third-quarter losses in Asia 
and Russia could be mostly covered 
by what had been set aside^from first- 
half profit, the bank said, with only 
limited further adjustments likely for 
commitments in Malaysia. Thailand 
and Indonesia “unless the situation 
deteriorates.” In the first half. 7.3 
billion francs were set aside for 
losses on assets, including 3. 1 billion 
francs for Asia and 2.5 billion francs 
for Russia. (AFX. Bloomberg) 
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An Iranian Barbie? — X s - 


France Telecom’s Share Issue Is Oversuhscril 


llrll 


■Ctmftted by Ow Stuff FmttDbparkn 

PAklS — More than a million 
small shareholders have reserved 
shares in the second portion of the 
privatization .of France Telecom : 
SA, Finance Minister Dominique 
Strauss-Kahn said Thursday. -. 

“The operation is proceeding in 
the best way possible,” and die num- 
ber of requests for shares exceeds 
expectations, Mr. Strauss-Kahn 
sauri. The share issue for institutional 
investors is oversubscribed, be said. 


France Telecom and the French 
government are selling 41 bilbon 
francs ($734 billion) of new and 
existing shares in the company. The 
sale, including existing shares sold 
by the stale, new shares and con- 
vertible bonds, is intended to help 
France Telecom fund international 
expansion and indirectly reduce the 
French government budget deficit 
More than 4 million individual 
investors bought shares last October 
when die government sold about 2S 


percent of France Telecom ahead of 
the opening of the European Union 
telecommunications market to com- 
petition in January. 

The new share flotation, to be 
coupled with a 5 percent capital 
increase and the sale of a 2 percent 
stake to Deutsche Telekom AG, will 
allow the government to reduce its 
stake in the company to 62 percent 
from 75 percent. Tbe sale is ex- 
pected to bring 26 billion francs into 
government coffers. 


Shares were offered to small share- 
holders at 182 francs last year, and the 
price soared, peaking at 489.50 francs 
m August. 

They have since fallen, but on 
Thursday they closed in Paris at 
404.90, up 14.80, still more than 
double the original issue price. 

But Deutsche Telekom is suffer- 
ing from the arrival of competition 
and said Wednesday that it would 
cut prices to curb a loss in long- 
distance income. (AFP. BlfMvnhcni) 


Bluomberg News 

TEHRAN — The government 
said Thursday it would make brother- 
and-sister dolls called Sara and Dara 
io replace Mattel Inc.’s “culturally 
invasive” Barbie and Ken dolls. 

Iran will introduce tire dolls in 
February on the 20th anniversary of 
the Islamic revolution, the official 
Iranian press agency. IRNA, report- 
ed. Barbie and Ken were banned 
from Iran in 1996. “Sara and Dara 
will reflect strict Iranian society.” 
IRNA quoted Majid Qaderi of Iran’s 
Institute for Intellectual Develop- 
ment of Children as saying. 

Although Barbie and Ken were 
marketed as “friends.” Sara and 
Dara will be sister and brother to 
conform to Islamic laws on social- 
izing between men and women. 


• KPN NV, a Dutch telecommunications company, plans to 
ream up with Qwest Communications International Inc. of 
the United States to build and operate a high-capacity Euro- 
pean fiber-optic network linked to Qwesr’s North American 
backbone. The venture would propel KPN into the market for 
carrying Internet communications. 

• Storehouse PLC reported flat first-half earnings and warned 
that full-year profit would be down. The British retailer said 
pretax profit for the period ended Oct 10 was unchanged at 
£38.7 million ($64.8 million) as total sales rose 2 percent, to 
£648.3 million. 

• Merck KGaA plans to take over CN Biosciences Inc. of the 
United States in an offer valued at about $150 million. The 
German pharmaceuticals company also said sales in the first 
three quarters of 1 998 rose 3. 1 percent, to 6. 1 billion Deutsche 
marks ($3.66 billion), helping net profit climb 43.5 percent, to 
548 million DM. 


• Nokia Oy said a fire at one of its plants in northern Finland 
would nor stop the production of mobile phones or networks, 
although it said the production of fixed phone networks would 
be halted for a few days. knurrs 
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^ awa and Daiwa, Predicting Losses, Seek Aid Toshiba Posts 
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W-, Bloomberg Nn,y . . 

TOKYO — -Sanwa Bank Ltd. and 
Daiwa Bank Ltd, two of the largest 
Japanese lenders, said Thursday that ' 
. they w6uld post lossesthis year and. 
needed; a combined 900 billion yen 
bdGori) in government aid to 
weather a deepening recession. 

Sanwa and Daiwa — the first of 
sevefal battered Japanese banks ex- 
pected to appeal for public money as 
they report dwindling profits or post 
losses-— also said they woukTciif 
jobs and close branches. 

: Ffofits at the 19 national Japanese 

anlcc are TnmMinn •« tk. 
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banks axe tumbling as the c mn^ *< 
afthe postwar peri- 


worst racesaionoi rxw „, u *«*,_ 

od leaves cash-strapped companies 
unable to make loan repayments. 
Crippled by more Than 30 trillion 
pin write-offs of bad loans bvfirthe 




past four years, the banks have little 
■choice bat to appeal for a slice of the 
25 trillion yen tne government has set 
aside to stave off bank collapses. 

.“We’re trying to. write off as 
much as possible now.' * said Masaki 
Hashikawa, general manager of San- 
wa Bank, ‘‘so, that from the next 
. business year we’ U be able to dispose 
of 'our badloans completely on our 
own.” Sanwa, Japan’s fourth- largest 
lender, said it would seek about 600 
"billion -yen in public, money. The 
bank reversed its foJl-year forecast 
for consolidated current; or pretax, 
results .to ti loss of 490 billion yen 
from a previously expected profit of 
170 billion yen. lt 'wiU write off 800 
biUioh yen in bad looms. 

Daiwa. the 1 2th-largest lender, 
said it would ask for about 300 bil- 


lion yen. It forecast a consolidated 
current loss for the year of 180 bil- 
lion yen, reversing- an expected gain 
of 22.5 billion yen. 

Analysis said the amounts the 
bonks had requested was conser- 
vative. 


•■They’re being veiy cautious.” 
Lockrow t 


said Michael Lockrow of Thomson 
Global Markets. “They don’t want 
to be seen as too hungry' for public 
moaey , because they’re still not sure 
about the conditions attached.” 

Sanwa reported consolidated net 
income of 23.3 billion yen for the 
half-year that ended Sept. 30, up 
from 8.7 billion yen a year earlier. 

' Daiwa, which" did noi report con- 
solidated figures, said parent-com- 


pany net profit rose 59 percent in the 
first half, to 10.7 


10.7 billion yen, while 


current profit fell 6 percent, to 7.1 
billion yen. 

Sanwa* s shares rose 9 yen to 
close at 1 .064; Daiwa fell 7 to 224. 

Sanwa said it would cut 683 po- 
sitions from its staff of 1 4. 1 88 by the 
end of March. If will close 11 of its 
346 domestic branches and seven of 
45 overseas branches and offices in 
the same period and close or com- 
bine a further 60 branches over the 
following three years. 

Daiwa will cut more than 200 
workers from its staff of 7.915 by the 
end of March and eliminate 400 
more positions over the following 
two years. It will close seven of its 
J 8 J domestic branches by the end of 
March and eight more by March 
2001 and will close its six overseas 
branches by March 2000. 


Loss as Chip 
Prices Slump 


r.wyitinf t«v On- Sli:, Fi,w r*>i vn ft-» 

TOKYO — Toshiba Corp.. the 
world's largest maker of notebook 
computers, on Thursday reported a 
first-half loss for the first time in 23 
years because of a global slump in 
prices for memory chips, computer 
peripherals and electronics. 


Toshiba posted a group pretax loss 
tS33/.7 million). 
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Tokyo to Sell NTT Stock to Pay for Stimulus Plan 


• Blpombent Nnti 
TOKYO. — Japan next month 
will sell as many as 1 million shares 
of Nippon Telegraph & Telephone 
Corp., the world’s largest phone 
company, to help finance the gov- 
ernment's latest economic-stimu- 
lus package, a person familiar with 
the situation said Thursday; 

The Ministry of Finance will de- 



beginning 
the source said. 1 
The sale will he announced Fri- 
Ly, he said. 


The Japanese government stHl 
owns 65-5 percent of NTT, a 
former government telecommuni- 
cations- monopoly, and last sold 
shares in the company in 1 988. 

The new sale; which could raise 
almost '900 billion yen ($7.41 bil- 
lion), will 5e the fourth since the 
shares were first sold in 1986. 

.The move r reported in the Nihon 
Keizai newspaper, triggered a fall in 
Japan’s benchmark stock index 
from a two-month -high reached 
Wednesday as investors warned that 
the sale might hurt other issues. 

The Nikkei 225 index closed at 


14,254.46 points Thursday, down 
244.77.. 

"Any new share issuance of this 
size could kill off a market re- 
covery (hat has been fragile at 
best,” said Stephen Bronte, man- 
aging partner at Stephen Bronte 
Partners. 

This week, the government an- 
nounced a tax-cut and spending 
- package valued at 23 trillion yen 
that was designed to pull Japan, the 
world’s second-largest economy, 
out of recession. 


Some of the money to pay for the 


package will come from the NTT 


share sale, a Ministry of Finance 
official said. 

NTT's financial health is dete- 
riorating as a result of pension- 
fund shortfalls and other expenses. 
The company said this week that it 
would.report its first-ever half-year 
group net loss under U.S. account- 
ingrules. 

The planned slock offering “is an 
obvious incentive to sell while you 
can.” said Sachio Ishikawa. a man- 
ager at Chuo Securities Co.'s equity 
division. The shares will be sold in 
Japan, Europe and the United States, 
the ministry said last month. 


of 41 billion yen 
compared with a profit of 8.7 billion 
yen a year earlier. Sales fell to 2.50 
trillion yen from 2.64 trillion yen. 
The resu Its included the performance 
of Toshiba's 307 subsidiaries. 

The group results showed that 
while Toshiba’s computer business 
was more profitable overseas than at 
home, losses on microchips and con- 
sumer electronics were heavier at the 
group than at the parent level. 

The main problem facing 


Toshiba. Japan’s second- largest 


chipmaker behind NEC Corp.. is the 
60 percent collapse this year in 
prices of 16-megabit and 64-mega- 
bit dynamic random-access memory 
chips used in PCs. the result of glob- 
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APEC: Harsh Economic Reality Forces Many to Lower Expectations of Group 
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reached in 1999. ; 

But Japanese officials said 
privately that as far as Tokyo was 
concerned, the nine sectors must be 
part of . another comprehensive 
round of global trade negotiations, 
one that will only start in. 2000 and 
probably will last for several y ears. 

The APEC summit meeting also 
passed along two other issues of im- 
portant® to governments, and "the 
private sector to other organizations. r 

A study, of currency .traders was 
referred to an iU-defihed interna- 
tional task force, and a blueprint for 
global financial change was shuffled 
to an expanded version of the Group 
j£22 nations, which links finance 
^P&usters and central bankers from 
developed and 'emerging countries, 
some in the; APEC region and some 


tootberparts ofthe world. 

. APEC’s unity and clout — its 21 
members account for more than half 
of the world's economic output and 
trade— took a hit when Mr. Clinton 
last weekend canceled his trip to the 
Kuala Lumpur 1 •* meeting to handle 
the U.S. confrontation with Iraq. 

■ • When Vice President Al Gore — 
at a business 'conference on the. side- 
lines of the meeting — praised the 
refomasi, the movement that is 
cainp^gniira to brmg down the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Mahathir 
bin Mohamad . of Malaysia, the 
chairman of the summit, Malaysian 
. officials were outraged! 

Many other APEC nations, eveii 
those normally in step, with Wash- 
ington, criticized Washington for 
bringing politics to a forum set up to 
promote economic cooperation.. 

. But Prime Minister Jenny Shipley 


of New Zealand, whose country will 
host year’s APEC meeting^, said 
that she did not believe the issues of 
human rights and democracy raised 
by Mr. Gore had disrupted the work 
of the summit. 

■‘We were not distracted,” she 
told Reuters Television, even 
though “the public rhetoric may 
have led you to believe that." 

Still, many business executives 
remain disillusioned by APEC's pri- 
orities and performance. 

Jeffrey L.S. Kao, chairman and 
chief executive of the Taiwan com- 
pany China Trust Commercial Bank, 
said APEC was not organized to deal 
with major financial problems be- 


cause trade and foreign ministry of- 
ils. This 


ficials dominated its councils. 


should be changed by integrating 
sly into 


finance ministers more closely 
the work of the group, he added 


“This region has a massive need 
for injections of long-term capital and 
equity investment,’ * said Victor Fung, 
chairman of the Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council. “We have 
pushed very hard for APEC gov- 
ernments to implement a nonbinding 
code they approved in 1994 to en- 
courage investment. Yet the code has 
noi yet been implemented.” 

Gareth Evans, die former Australi- 
an foreign minister who was chair- 
man of the first APEC ministerial 
meeting, in Canberra in 1989, said the 
group had “dropped the ball" in an- 
other area vital to the business com- 
munity — reducing trade and in- 
vestment costs by mutual recognition 
of technical standards and harmon- 
izing customs and investment rules. 

“It seems to have got endlessly 
bogged down,” he said, “so we are 
only getting small results.” 


vice president. Kiyoaki Shtmagami. 

That meant Toshiba, which got 22 
percent of sales from microchips, 
had a 31 billion yen operating loss 
on the business, from profit of 47 
billion yen a year ago. 

Slumping domestic and Asian de- 
mand for consumer electronics — 
where Toshiba got IS percent of sales 
— and price drops for PC peripherals, 
such as color tubes and licmtd-crysial 
displays also weighed on Toshiba. 

Analysts said Toshiba was nor 
cutting costs quickly enough to 
combat plunging prices for memory 
chips or the decline in demand for its 
power-plant equipment. 

“Toshiba’s restructuring efforts 
are backward-looking compared to 
the shareholder-driven approach of 
U.S. companies.” said Naoki Sato, 
an analyst at HSBC Securities Japan 
Lid. “Its fixed costs are still too 
high, and it needs to shed more em- 
ployees.” Toshiba employs 1 86.000 
workers. In September, it an- 
nounced plans to slash more than 
6,000 jobs, or 9 percent of its work 
force, in the next two years. 

Toshiba expects performance to 
pick up in the year to March 2000 as 
memory-chip prices rebound and 
Toshiba raises the proportion of 
fton-D-RAM products in its micro- 
chip output, Mr. Shimagami said. 

Toshiba’s shares closed 18 yen 
higher Thursday at 653. 

(Bloomberg. AFX i 


• Korea Asset Management Corp.. the South Korean in- 
stitution that manages the banking system’s bad debts, said it 
would settle all nonperforming loans within five years. The 
Financial Supervisor Commission said nonperforming loans 
of financial institutions totaled 70.8 trillion won (554.71 
billion) at the end of June. 

South Korea's corporate bankruptcies fell to a 25-month 


-upt 

low of 1,036 in October from 1.085 in September and a 


monthly average of 2.225 in the first nine months of the year, 
as interest rates declined and bonks supported cash-strapped 
companies, the Bank, of Korea said. 

• Japan's auto production and sales fell in October. Toyota 
Motor Corp.’s production fell 12.1 percent, to 285,576 
vehicles, as sales slumped 17 percent, to 141.897. Nissan 
Motor Co.'s production fell 6.4 percent, to 1 29.094 units, and 
sales rambled 14 percent, to 61,857. Honda Motor Co.’s 
output fell 3.7 percent, to 1 14,714. as sales sank 20.4 percent, 
to 55.794. And Mazda Motor Corp. said its production 
declined 5.9 percent, to 68.789. as sales slipped 7. 1 percent, to 
22,631 vehicles. 

• LG Electronics Co. and LG Semicon Co. will merge their 
$600 million liquid-crystal display businesses and seek a 
foreign partner. 

• Daimler-Benz Asia Pte/s Southeast Asian vehicle sales in 
1998 fell as much as 40 percent from 1997 because of the 
economic crisis, said Ludwis-Holger Pfahis, the regional 
president and chief executive.” 

• Japan’s trade surplus rose for the 19th consecutive month in 
October, expanding 23.9 percent to 1 .37 1 trillion yen (S 11 .27 
billion), the Finance Ministry said, fueling concerns about a 
worsening trade imbalance as President Bifl Clinton arrived in 


Japan for a summit meeting. Japan's surplus with the United 
States widened 31.9 percent to 719.7 billic 


percent to 719.7 billion yen. 

• ABN- AMRO Asia Ltd.. Bear Stearns Asia Ltd. and 
Nomura Securities Co. cm more than 70 employees in Asia 
as investment banks sought to trim costs amid a downturn in 
emerging markeis and a deepening recession across pans of 
Asia. Re-iwry Btiumtk-ni.AP.AFP 
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Washington — as investors 

were largely shrugging off the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board's rate cut this 
week, they were going bonkers over 
Amazon.com Inc„ the Internet re- 
tailer. 

Why? Well, Amazon, which 
already sells books and music, an- 
nounced it would now sell video- 
tapes too and would open a holiday 
gift center with items ranging from 
toys to software. 

The mere intention to sell these 
things lifted Amazon's stock by 
$22. 25 on Tuesday and S15.50 on 
Wednesday — a total increase of 25 
percent. In the past 12 months. 
Amazon has soared from $24.25 a 
share to $164. 

In early trading Thursday, 
Amazon's shares were up S5.625 at 
$169,625. 

Amazon is not the only Internet 
stock that has shot into the strato- 
sphere. 

Three weeks ago. eBay Inc., a 
service that finds buyers and sellers 
for memorabilia, stamps, coins and 
the like, went public at 5 1 8: on Wed- 
nesday. it closed at $ 147.50. In early 
trading Thursday. eBay's shares 
were at SI48. up 50 cents. 

Yahoo’ Inc., a search engine that 
has become a major Internet des- 
tination. rose $13,375 Wednesday 
to $190,125 a share — up from 524 
a year ago. In early trading Thurs- 
day, Yahoo! 's shares were at 
$194,875. up $4.75. Its market cap- 
italization. or stock price rimes num- 
ber of shares outstanding, is about 
S18.8 billion — more than Gannett 
Co., which publishes 87 daily news- 
papers (including USA Today) and 
owns 20 television stations. 

So. are investors completely 
crazy? 

Not completely. Half-crazy is 
more like it. 

They are certainly right about the 
Internet. It's not hype. It's the real 
thing. It's changing the way the 
world shops, does business, com- 
municates. educates itself and en- 
tertains itself. A study by Boston 
Consulting Group released Tuesday 
found that retail sales on the Internet 
were growing 200 percent annually 
and would exceed S 13 billion this 


JAMES K . CLASSMAN/ ON.INVESTINC wX 
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year. But that is less p • • 

than 1 percent of the 
U.S. total, so the po- 
tential is enormous. ^ 

But the Internet .. 
will crown both ‘ fflj 

winners and losers. 

"The internet will V- . 

have a dramatic iro- t&mp fx 

pact on the econo- " *■ ■■ •/ -v 
my, creating and de- 100 
straying share- 
holder wealth in his- 
toric proportions,”- 50 
writes Bill Whyman -. ,-^s 

of the Precursor 
Group, a research 0 

division of Legg May *9/ ' Jaa'98 

Mason Wood Walk- same a****? 

er Inc., in a new re- — 

port on the effects of 
the new technology. "The impact,” 


Amazon.com 


Share price , $ : . ■ ■ 


" ■* • stocks is that nearly 

all of the compa- 
nies are losing 
■ ‘V : ■ money. Trying to 

ig|MKr-T V : divine a reasonable 

jjjffiltT' - pri ce for a stock is 

not easy, but it be- 
; • Jl ; gins with looking 
e. $ ■’ Dj/t w. ■ at profits. If there 
v/ *' aren’t any, you 

• E lir ■ have to make some 
. ", . pretty wild 

D..." j • guesses. 

" For ; example, 

. last year, Amakin 

* lost $28 million on 

; ■ sales of $148 mil- 

’s* • ' 7#ev.' lion. This year, the 
• • -v « company is expexr- 

^ ted to lose $70 mil- 
lion on sales of 
$500 million. Profits, one hopes, are 


Mr. Whyman writes, “is universal just over the horizon, but they may 


and. overall, positive for the econ- 
omy.” 

But believing in the power of the 
Internet is one thing. Figuring out 


never show up. Even if you are sure 
they will, how do you value Amazon 
today? . 

A high-technology company that 


which Internet stocks to buy — if is earning $1 a share and increasing 


any — is another. 

The basic problem with Internet 


its profits at 20 percent a year may 
trade at $30 — a sensible price/' 


Very briefly: 


• Venture-capital funds pumped 
S550.8 million, a quarterly record, 
in the third quarter into 1L4 rel- 
atively new companies based in the 
New England region of the United 
States, continuing their bets on soft- 
ware, communications, medical 
technology, retailing and education 
as the money-makers of tomorrow. 
The total was more than one-seventh 
of the S3.77 billion that went io 708 
companies nationwide in the July- 
Septeraber period. 

• Investment opportunities in 
Asia are likely to rise next year, 
helped by liberalization of capital 
markets and other financial reforms, 
managers of Morgan Stanley Dean 
Winer said at a news conference 
marking the opening of the firm’s 
Singapore office. 

• Business leaders representing 


more than 150 corporations met in 
Boston to urge the adoption of “so- 
cially responsible” . corporate 


policies and practices in;the United 
States and abroad. “We have a bot- 


Staies and abroad. “We have a bot- 
tom-line interest in making sure that 
the markets we serve are econom- 


ically healthy and growing,” said 
Henrique de Campos Meirelles, 
president and chief operating officer 
Of BankBcston Coip. and the key- 
note speaker at the conference. 

• LLS. investors have capitalized on 
the financial crisis in Asia by spend- 
ing more than S10 billion this year 
on distressed real-estate and bad- 
loan portfolios in Japan. South Ko- 
rea and Thailand If it continues, the 


spree could rival Japanese spending 
on U.S. properties aurine the 1980s. 



on U.S. properties during the 1980s. 
according to a report by E & Y 
Kenneth Leventhal Real Estate 
Group. The Boston Globe. AP. Reuters 


profits, if’s anyone’s guess. j 
■ Try this analysis. Let’s say that, 
two years from now, Amazon has 
sales of $2 billion and earnings_of 
$100 million — figures plucked 
from, the sky. With about 50 million 
shares outstanding, that’s $2 a 
share. 

At a price of $164 a share, 
Amazon's P/E ratio, looking for r 
wand to «*n»ng s in 2000 , would be 
about 80. B ut if its namings continue 
to grow at, say. 50 percent a year, 
dien by 2005 they will be $15 a 
share, meaning that someone who 
pays $164 today will be getting a 
return on that original investment of 
10 percent — and rising . Thar 
doesn’t sound out of line. 

Do those calculations sound nuts? 
Well, consider how fast profit can 
grow at a high-tech company. Ai 
Microsoft Corp., earnings have in- 
creased from 6 cents a share in 1988 
to $2.25 now — an annual growth 
rate of close to 50 percent 

Still, the level of profit for 
Amazon, or practically any other 
Internet firm, is mere conjecture. 
There are reasons to worry chat the 
nature of the Internet will make 
competition so deadly that profit 
will be difficult to achieve. 

Amazon, for instance, seems well 
on its way to becoming what Mr. 
Whyman calls an “imennediary” 
— the cyberspace equivalent of a 
physical shopping trial 1 But the In- 
ternet makes prices so transparent, 
barriers to entry so low and switch- 
ing to new vendors so easy dial 
profit margins will almost certainly 
be squeezed severely. " “That’s 
already happening with bookselling, . 
where Amazon, despite its growing 
volume, is-not making money. 

The Internet has reduced costs for . 
die businesses that operate there. 
Amazon did not .have. to build or 
lease 100 brick-and-mortar outlets 
Go achieve $500 million in sales. But: 
Mr. Whyman points out that Internet 
savings have not gone to the bottom 
line; instead, they have been, won by- 
consumers. 

Add to this uncertainty the lofty 
valuations of companies that have 
no history of earnings. When the 


Washington Post Sen-tee 
WASHINGTON — On pa- 

ner. they sound jusr about per- 
fect. They are stocks that Value 
Line Inc. predicts will oulper- 
form the market in die next six i 

ro 12 months and “for the pull 
to 2001-20037 and that have 
“safety ranks” of at least 3. 
which is considered average. 

I screened the list fiirther by 
requiring a price-to-camings 
xaoo of less than 16. • 

Here are the nine winners: 
Applebee’s International Inc., 
restaurants; Brown. Group Inc., 
a shoe- retailer, CKE Restau- 
rants Inc., a Fast-food chaim^v 
Carlisle. Cos., a consrructa#^ 
materials maker; Gerber Scf' 
entific Inc., a builder of auto- 
mated manufacturing systems; 
Newport Crap., a maker of 
fiber-optic components; Stan- 
dard Pacific Coip., home- 
builifing: Stride Rite Corp.. a 
children's, shoemaker, - and 
Transoceau Offshore Inc., 
drilling. 

Remember, no guarantees. 

— JAMES K. GLASSM AN 


market closed Wednesday, for ex- 
ample. Amazon had a market cap- 
italization of $7.8 billion. Thai was 
twice the combined value of the two 
largest conventional booksellers in 
the United States, Barnes & Noble 
Inc. and Borders Group lnc. 

Those two chains, with mordk Vm 
2,000 stores, last year had-sales oy $5 
billion and earnings of $140 million. 
Amazon, with no stores, will have 
one-tenth the sales and a loss of $70 
milli on. 

Still, I will admit ihat I love 
Amazon. If I could own individual 
stocks ( and I can’t because it would 
present conflicts with my writing), I 
would probably buy shares, even at 
these levels, simply because I’d like 
to. be a partner in such an innovative 
company: I would reserve some 
cash, however, for the next dip — if 
i t ever comes. . 

p E-mail address: 
jkglassman&jaol. coni 
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ers Flock to Asia 

ftmidCrisis 9 They OfferVehicles for Limiting Losses 


By Philip Segal 

Insemaswnal Herald Tribute 


HONGKONG — For purveyors of new ways 
lo manage risk, Asia is fertile ground—' a region 
thrust suddenly into an environment of deep, 
recession, shrinki ng credit and volatile markets 
after years of fantastic growth: 

The specialty-insurance companies, banks and 
brokers of the world have noticed. They are 
bombarding fund managers and company treas- 
urers in Asia with new ways to., manage risk, 
many of which have been tried and tested in 
Europe and the United Stales bat are new to thfe 
region. r • ; ■ : ’ 

- The sales forces have a. repdy audience, be* 

, cause while analysts may recognize in hindsight 
the harbingers of the economic crisis that -erupted 
Jar July 1997, almost none predicted a financial 
■sock of the magnitude Asia is now experi- 
encing. 

“What’s good for us is when people’s per- 

6 There are good companies 
over here, and they should sdB 
be getting access to capital.’ 

ception of risk is higher tiWthe real risk,’* said 
Bryan Bowers, managing' director at the newly 
opened Hong Kong office of Centre Solutions, 
Zurich Insurance Group’s risk-management spe- 
cialist ■ 

“Like eyerywhere-in the world, there are good 
companies ana bad companies” in Asia, he said. 
“There are good companies over here, and they 
should still be getting access to capital.”: ; 

When he worked in his company’s New York 
1-estate office, Mr. Bowers handled several 
in which he insured developers against a 
n portion of any declme in aproperty’s value. 
The developer paid a hefty premium bur could 
gain two advantages: Bankers would be more 
willing to extend credit because the insurance 
company was helping to share , the risk, and the 
developer could getapartial rebate of the premium 
should there never be a claim on the policy.- - 
Hong Kong may prove a good place to peddle 
such a product In the third quarter alone, the 
Jones Lang Wootton capital values index for 
Hong Kong office space fell 19 percent, and the 
index is down 55 percent in the 16 months since 
the start of the Asian crisis. :i / ■ 

Mr. Bowers also suggested dot Asian compa- 
nies would benefit from new forms of financing 
for trade. 


Even Indonesian exporters whose earnings are 
in foreign currencies have suffered a credit crunch, 
as banks in the country have shut off financing for 
imported components. Instead of a traditional 
loan. Centre Solutions might provide the exporter 
.with an insurance policy against its defaulting. 
~ ie coverage might make foreign bankers con- 
' £>£ Vie exporter less of a credit risk. 

_ j£ State Street Carp., the new Asian aware- 
ness of the dangers of fluctuating currencies has 
: provided an opportunity to sell currency man- 
agement products. 

"For yeats we had investors in emerging mar- 
kets who didn’t care about currencies,” said Paul 
.O'Connell, president of Emerging Markets Fi- 

- nance LLC, an American econometrics firm 
working with Stale Street to develop trading and 
.risk-management products for Asia. The drop in 
Asian currencies has doubled the losses of foreign 
investors from stock declines, he said, as the lower 
currencies have further cat Asian stocks’ values 

• when measured in dollar terms. 

State Street offers a computer-software 
product designed to help traders determine the 
best currency hedge. It men allows them to place 
a currency order and track its execution. 

' Sunon Wilson-Taylor, vice president for cur- 
rency manag ement. in State Street's London of- 
fice, said, * 'An investment manager may be in 20 
foreign markets but may only want to hedge six 
that are fairly representative of all of them. 

' Another State Street product draws on the $4.5 
trillion in securities held in custody worldwide by 
thebanking giant. It provides a database showing 
capital flows in and out of 60 countries around the 
' world. Previously, investors might have had to 
wait weeks until central banks released such data, 
but the bank offers it on a three-day delay once 
trades are settled. 

' The information has yielded a major surprise. 
In the first eight months after the start of the 
Asian crisis, foreigners on average remained net 
investors in nearly all Asian countries, according 
to Mr. O'Connell. Such information might have 
lessened the panic among fund managers last 
year. . 

Another beneficiary of the appetite for risk 
management has been Asia's nascent market in 
credit derivatives, which began in 1996. 

Traded completely over the counter and al- 
. most entirely among banks, the market grew at its 
fastest rate ever in the third quarter, one trader 
said. 

The market typically works like this: A bank 

- seeking financial protection pays another bank to 
help insure it against loss resulting from default 
by af borrower or issuer of a bond. In the case of 
Hong Kong, a bank nervous about repayment of 


Goldman Plans 
Asia Expansion 

' >.'i«yqf p i/N l l nr Sfiitf Ffttii IlxfJlt br\ 

SINGAPORE — Goldman. Sachs & Co. 
is creating a multimillion-doHar fund to buy 
Asian assets and plans to expand in the 
region, according to company executives. 

John Corzine.a co-chairman of the Amer- 
ican investment bank, and Philip Murphy, 
managing director for Asia, were quoted 
Thursday as saying Goldman would station 
top employees in the region in its pursuit of 
mergers and acquisitions. 

"We have an enormous amount invested 
in this city and Asia generally,” Mr. Coreine 
told Singapore media during a stopover after 
the .Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
summit meeting in Kuala Lumpur. 

**A recovery fund would be an incremental 
aspect of an already very large presence in 
Asia,” he said. "We do not want to be seen as 
sweeping in to pick up cheap assets.” 

Mr. Corzine declined to give figures for 
the fund, but said that Goldman "typically 
likes to start small” and that the fund would 
tap private equity mostly from the firm and 
its clients. 

He also denied rumors that Goldman is 
planning layoffs among its \ .500 employees 
in Asia. 

Goldman signed a 1 2-year lease Thursday 
for 190,000 square feet (17.100 square me- 
ters; of Hong Kong office space in Cheung 
Kong Center. It was the longest commercial 
lease ever signed by Hutchison Whampoa 
Ltd., which owns the complex. 

Goldman has 600 employees in Hong 
Kong , and Mr. Murphy said the company 
would grow to fill the extra space. 

"Four or five years ago we pulled back a 
bit in Asia," he said. "Thai will not happen 
again.” 

Mr. Corzine said thai Goldman was still 
wary of investing in ihe banking sector. 
"There needs to be a restniciuring of ihe 
banking system at market clearing prices," 
he said. (AFX. AFP. Bloomberg! 


Behind a Summer Sell - Off 

As Its Investors Sold, Coca-Cola Enterprises Bought 


a bond from a shaky Chinese company could 
transfer some of that repayment risk to a third 
party for a fee. 

Credit derivatives may be insuring more than 
$ 1 00 billion in credit payments already, according 
to some estimates, ajihough trading has slowed in 
die past month. 

The avalanche of trades this year has created a 
backlog that banks are seeking to settle before the 
close of their financial year. 


B.y Constance L. Hays 

.\i-i li*-i J inir\ sVm. i 


NEW YORK — While much of America spent 
its summer vacation lying on the beach or re- 
laxing on a moumaintop, some key shareholders 
of Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc. spent theirs in a 
flurry of trading on the stock exchange. 

Early filings for the third quarter show that at 
least one big mutual-fund company, a money 
manager and a trust company with significant 
positions »n Coca-Cola Enterprises sold nearly all 
their shares during that period. Another mutual 
fund is said to have sold 10 million shares, possibly 
in a private deal. The buyer of at least 14 million of 
the shares on the block was the company itself. 

Two factors helped prompt the selling. In late 
July. Coca-Cola Enterprises, which is Cocj-Gola 
Co.'s main bottler in the Uni red States and parts 
of Europe, announced a $5 billion capital-spend- 
ing plan that alarmed some investors, particularly 
when the company said it would not sum show- 
ing increased positive cash flow until next year. 

'Then the stock market, rattled by global’ eco- 
nomic crises, fell into an August swoon that carried 
the stock price of Coca-Cola Enterprises down, 
along with those of many other companies. 

The biggest sellers included Prudential Mutual 
Fund Investment Management, which sold 
slightly more than 6.2 million shares, valued ar 
S 158.9 million, at the end of August. The com- 
pany had held those shares since June, said Tim 
Biggs, a spokesman for Prudential, but he de- 
clined to say why Prudential had decided to sell, 
Prudential still has about 242.000 Coca-Cola 
Enterprises shares in irs portfolio. 

.Another big seller was Bessemer Trust Co., 
which sold 2.9 million shares valued at $73.3 
million, according to its most recent filing with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission. The 
company, which has been a long-term share- 
holder, still has about 46.000 shares. 

The word on Wall Street is that Putnam In- 
vestment Management, the second-biggest share- 
holder in Coca-Cola Enterprises, quietly sold 
about 10 million of its 1 5.8 million shares in the 
third quarter as well, possibly in a private deal. A 
spokesman for Putnam, which is pan of Marsh & 
McLennan, refused to comment. Meanwhile, fil- 
ings show (hat Warburg Pincus Asset Manage- 
ment sold 90 1 . 1 67 shares in the quarter for S22.7 
million: the firm kept 9.600 shares. 

Where did all those shares go? As it turns out 
14 million were bought by the'eompany itself, for 
S404 million; it issued debt to pay for "them even 
though it was already heavy with debt from ac- 
quisitions. The company frequently uses its own 
stock in acquisitions, which can mean tax-free 


deals for the owners of companies it takes over. 

Interestingly. Coca-Cola Enterprises went on 
its shopping spree without fanfare, though 
companies often publicize buybacks, since die 
purchases can give the slock a lift. The first 
mention came in late October, when it released 
third-quarter earnings. 

The company’s most recent stock-repurchas- 
ing plan, aimed at reclaiming 30 million shares 
altogether, was authorized in April 1996, a com- 
pany spokeswoman said. But until Jan. 1 of this 
year, no shares had been repurchased, because the 
company was reluctant to take on more debt. 

While l million shares were bought in the first 
quarter — preceded by a detailed news release — 
that move was dwarfed by the activity that came 
in the third quarter. 

"To me. that's not the way to use shareholder 
capital.’ ' said Albert Meyer, a consultant in In- 
dianapolis who previously criticized Coca-Cola 
Enterprises. "And it’s capital they don’t have, 
because thev had to borrow to do it.” 


Coca-Cola Enterprises snapped 
up at least 14 million of its own 
shares in a falling market. 

Like merger activity, corporate share repur- 
chases are at an all-time high. Last year, companies 
spent S 1 8 2 billion to buy back their own stock, said 
Laune Hodrick. a professor of economics and 
finance ar the Columbia University business 
school. They do so to invest in the stock when it 
appears to be undervalued, or for tax advantages, 
or as a deterrent to possible takeovers, she added. 

Margaret Carton, vice president for investor 
relations and planning ar Coca-Cola Enterprises, 
says thar share repurchases have long been pan of 
the company's strategy and that the third quarter 
was merely an example of that strategy in action. 

The company's decision to lake on more debt 
to do that, though, may noi sir well with every 
investor. "If interest rates were to spike, I think 
CCE would be in serious rrouble just to make 
their interest payments.'' Mr. Meyer said. 

StiU. Coca-Cola Enterprises' share price has 
bounced back. The company was included in the 
Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index on Oct. 7; that 
pushed up the stock price because index funds 
had to add its shares to their holdings, and, as the 
market has recovered, the company's shares have 
gone up as well. Coca-Cola Enterprises' stock 
was trading at S38.0625, down 93.75 cents, early 
Thursdav. "compared with its 1 2-month low of 
$22.875 ‘set Oct. 1. 
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World Roundup 


Changed Dates Fail 
To Please French 

soccer Two days after the 
FIFA Confederations Cup was 
moved from January to next sum- 
mer, France said it may not play in 
the eight-nation tournament. 

“A competition cannot have 
these dates, it is a question of the 
calendar.” Noel Le Graet. pres- 
ident of the French soccer league, 
was quoted as saying Thursday in 
French daily L’Equipe. 

The French federation's governing 
co unci] will meet Friday to decide 
whether to accept the dates. The tour- 
nament, in Mexico, was originally 
scheduled for Jan. 8-20. but after 
European leagues objected that they 
would lose players in midseason, it 
was switched to July 28- Aug. 8. 

The French league had planned 
to start its season July 28. The dates 
also conflict with the U.S. Major 
League Soccer, the Pan American 
Gaines and come right after the 
South American championship. 

"I'm extraordinarily disappoint- 
ed. As everyone knows. I was hope- 
ful we'd have uninterrupted season 
to see what we could do." said 
Doug Logan, the MJLS commis- 
sioner. “However, we will make 
best of iL” fAP) 

Patriots Consider Move 

football The New England 
Patriots and Connecticut's gov- 
ernor announced a tentative deal 
Thursday on moving the team from 
suburban Boston to Hanford in 
what would be the fifth National 
Football League franchise to shift 
cities in three years. 

The deal, which must be ap- 
proved by NFL owners and the 
Connecticut Legislature, calls for a 
$350 million stadium to be built as 
pan of a SI billion development. 

• Linebacker Wavne Simmons 
was claimed by the Buffalo Bills, a 
day after being waived by the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs following a penalty- 
plagued loss. tAP) 

NCAA Punishes LSU 

basketball Louisiana State 
University will be barred from 
1999 postseason tournaments and 
lose six scholarships the next three 
years because a booster paid Lester 
Earl 55.000 to play basketball 
there, the NCAA, the governing 
body of U.S. college sport, an- 
nounced. The school will forfeit the 
five victories in which Earl, now at 
Kansas, played. lAPi 

Cardinals Trade Gant 

baseball Hie Saint Louis Car- 
dinals sent outfielder Ron Gant and 
two pitchers to the Philadelphia 
Phillies on Thursday in exchange 
for reliever Ricky Boxtalico. a rel ief 
pitcher. (APi 

Brain Supplement Queried 

British sports psychologists have 
expressed concern over a nutrition- 
al supplement about to go on sale in 
Britain that is supposed to stimulate 
the brain. 

The Guardian newspaper quoted 
NeuroGain's manufacturers as say- 
ing the product is a “neurotrans- 
mitter support system" and can 
help golfers, soccer players and 
runners by enhancing concentra- 
tion, allowing the brain to . send 
clearer and stronger signals to 
muscles. 

“There is not enough data.” said 
David Collins of the British 
Olympic Association's psychology- 
steering group. "Not enough is 
known about what impact nutrition- 
al supplements can have." (APi 


Jumps and (Snow) Falls Return 

Winter Sports Begin, Without Ebullient Tomba, Street and Lipinski 


By Christopher Clarey 

IttlcnuiiMdl HtrulJ Tnhunc 


PARIS — Winter does not begin of- 
ficially until late next month, but the 
winter sports season officially began in 
September, when the aerial skiers 
opened their World Cup freestyle sea- 
son in Australia. 

Winter athletes are not yet like tennis 
players, golfers or soccer players, whose 
seasons blend seamlessly into the next 
without much time for reflection or re- 
covery. But the campaigns are getting 
longer, and it will be intriguing to see 
what happens as winter sports continue 
to develop in the Southern Hemisphere- 

Skiers already train in South America 
and New Zealand during the off-season. 
Will there eventually be World Cup 
Alpine races in Chile in June. World 
Cup moguls in the Snowy Mountains ot 
Australia in July? World Cup snow- 
boarding in the Drakensberg range ot 
South Africa in August? 

For now. the winter circuit remains 
largely a European and North American 
affair.' with an occasional long-haul 
flight to Japan, and over the next two 
weekends the 1998-99 season will begin 
in earnest, even if the Alpine skiers 
Alberto Tomba, Picabo Street and katja 
Seizinaer, the figure skater Tara Li- 
pinski and the cross-country skiing star 
Vladimir Smirnov are not involved. 

Tomba announced his retirement in 
early October, shortly before the Alpine 
skiers opened their season on the glacier 
in Soelden. Austria. The now traditional 
glacier event, which comes nearly a 
month before the next World Cup alpine 
race, seems to exist largely to remind 
consumers that it is time to book their ski 


vacations and to buy new boots or skis. 

Tomba helped sell plenty of equip- 
ment during his rollicking career. But 
after winning three Olympic gold 
medals and two world championship 
gold medals and then fading in the last ■ 
wo seasons, he will have time to devote 
to his acting, his wine cellar and the 
charges of tax evasion that have been 
brought against him in his native Italy. 

Tomba's charisma and ability to tran- 
scend his insular sport will be extremely 
difficult to replace, but Hermann Maier 
of Austria is potentially a more dom- 
inant skier, if not personality, than 
Tomba was at his peak. Unlike Tomba, 
who specialized in the two technical 
events — slalom and giant slalom — the 
Herminator. as Maier is known, is a 
three-event skier, capable of winning in 
the giant slalom and in the two speed 
events, super-G and downhill. 

The Austrians have emphasized 
cross-discipline skiing in their devel- 
opment program. Maier won the overall 
World Cup title with ease last season, 
his first full season on the circuit. He 
also won two gold medals at the Winter 
Olympics in Nagano, Japan, somehow 
picking himself up out of the snow after 
one of the most spectacular falls in the 
history of the downhill and finishing 
first in the super-G and giant slalom. 

His success did not go unchallenged. 
In the off-season, officials of the Italian 
and Swiss ski teams publicly insinuated 
that Maier had used performance-en- 
hancing drugs to help him add 10 Idlo- 
sranis (22 pounds) to his once-slight 
frame in the last three years. 

But before the first race in Soelden, 
Maier denied those accusations, attrib- 
uting them to frustration on the pan of 


bis rivals, and said that he had been 
tested four tunes in 1 998 and that his new 
muscles came from lugging the bricks he 
hid for a living when he had yet to find 
his place on the Austrian team. 

After defending himself in Soelden. 
Maier strapped on his skis and went 
back to attacking on the course. He won 
the opening giant slalom by a typically 
large gap of 1.6 seconds. Maier will 
resume his season Friday with another 
giant slalom in Park City, Utah. 

The women, started, competing on 
Thursday in the same resort, which will 
be one of the primary venues at the next 
Winter Olympics in 2002. 

The United States will also play host 
to this year's world Alpine champi- 
onships in Vail- Colorado, in February, 
but the American skiers are in no po- 
sition to impress the home crowds. 
Tommy Moe, whose only career down- 
hill victory came very conveniently at 
the 1994 Olympics, has retired. 

But the much larger blow to Amer- 
ican skiing came during a race in March, 
when Picabo Street broke her left femur 
and tore ligaments in her right knee in a 
crash. Street, on,e of the mosr irrepress- 
ible and personable women in sports, 
had spent most of 1997 rehabilitating 
after another knee injury and had re- 
turned just in time to win the Olympic 
super-G gold medal in Nagano. She will 
not compete this season, but at 27. has 
no plans to retire. 

Street’s longtime rival, Katja 
Seizin ger of Germany, the premier 
women's skier of the 1 990s, is not nearly 
as comfortable in front of the camera, 
although she is every bit as audacious on 
skis. She, too, is in rehabilitation after 
suffering the first serious injury of her 



Alexandra Meissnitzer running the giant slalom Thursday in Park City 


career — tom knee ligaments — during 
training in the off-season. Seizing er won 

two gold medals and a bronze in Nagano 

and the overall World Cup title last ’ 
season; but in her absence, her teammate 
Hflde Gerg and Pemilla Wiberg -of 
Sweden are among the favorites to take 
over her leading role. 

Figure skating also will be seeking 
replacements this season. Tara lipinski. .. 
the 1 diminutive 15-year-old who outper- 
formed her fellow American Michelle 
Kwan to win the gold medal in Nagano, 
has announced her retirement from . 
Olym p ic-eligible competition and is 
g if a ting in professional exhibitions. Pasha 
Grishuk and Yevgeni Platov of Russia, 
the two-time Olympic ice dancing gold 
medalists, have made the same choice. . 

Kwan, who hopes to compete; in the. 
21X12 games, is not skating a rail sched- 
ule this season. Neither is Ilya Kulik of" 


Russia, reigning men’s Olympic gold 
medalist, but the Russian men aresull 
thriving. Aleksei Yagudm. Aleksey 
Urmanov. Yevgeni Plushenko and 
Aleksandr Abt are all capable of making 
the Canadian Elvis Stojko s Oljmapic 
disappointment carry over into 1999. 
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An ailing Monica Seles stretching for a forehand against the erring Anna Kournikova in the first round of the Chase Championship. 

Davenport and Seles Both Battle Through 


By Robin Finn 

,\Vu York Time* Sen ire 


NEW YORK — Two points 
away from being bounced out of 
die opening round of the Chase 
Championships for the second 
consecutive year. Lindsay Daven- 
port. who is already sure of fin- 
ishing the year ranked No. 1, re- 
minded herself how irritable she 
would be if she lei her year finish 
on an unflattering note. 

So pride prevented a first-round 
fall Wednesday night as Daven- 


port. who trailed Sandrine Testud 
by 6-4. 5-1 before restoring order, 
scrambled into the quarterfinals at 
Madison Square Garden with a 4- 
6, 7-6 (7-4i. 6-0 comeback. . 

Davenport's close encounter 
with premature defeat was far less 
painful than Monica Seles' open- 
ing night ordeal. 

Unable to eat since Sunday 
night, when a flu bug took up res- 
idence in her stomach, and un- 
willing to do much of anything 
except sleep “for the last 50 
hours." Seles raised herself from 


her sickbed Wednesday night and 
then won. helped by 17 double 
faults from Anna Kournikova. 

Seles, granting more out of dis- 
comfort than habit, soldiered to a 
6-1, 6-3 victory that put her in a 
quarterfinal meeting with Steffi 
Graf, whose resurrection after her 
seventh surgery, has been nothing 
short of masterly. 

Wednesday night, Seles put her- 
self in harness with such discipline 
that she committed just five un- 
forced errors,. 31 fewer than her 
healthy opponent. 


Kournikova, a purveyor of 
bruising ground strokes and grace- 
ful volleys, was inefficient when 
the task turned to holding serve. 
She lost the opening set with her 
ninth double fault, and quadruple 
double faults in the next-to-Iast 
game of the second set gave Seles 
the opportunity to serve out the 
victory at 5-3. 

“I think if I’d served better, the 
match could’ve went a different 
way." said the loser, who seemed 
unaware that Seles was under the 
weather. 



Lucky Laslandes Wins in Monaco 


O'* J fri r . *nr 5iif Fun*. flftVuf? *u~ 

Bordeaux won, 2-0. at 
fourth-place Monaco on 
Thursday to remain second in 
the French league. 

Lilian Laslandes put Bor- 
deaux ahead after onlv 


euro 2000 Northern Ire- 
land twice ‘bit back from a 
goal down against Moldova 
in Belfast to draw 2-2. in 
qualifying for the European 

championships- 

Thai draw gave Mo doya 


friend u E5 Brazil, field 
ing an experimental side, 
hammered Russia in 
Fortaleza. Brazil, 5- 1 . 

The Russian team fielded 
only players from the Russian 
league. It took the field 24 


first goal for his country. 
Rivaldo. one of three survi- 
vors from the 1998 World 
Cup team, scored with a pen^ 
alty. 

In Gerlsenkirchen. Ger- 
many. the host, rallied in the 


deaux ahead after only six Thai draw m a 30- second half to salvage a l-l 

bour journey tomMoscow Ihe Netherlands 


Sylvain Wiltord of Bordeaux, left, watching Monaco s 
Philippe Leonard in a French league game Thursday . 


Bordeaux defender, broke inro third place in Group 3. S:u^of40<teErees 

through on the left and his low In Belgrade. Pedrag Mi- perature change of 40 degrees 

ball into the goalmouth beat jatovic scored to give ) ugo- cemigaa . 
advancing goalkeeper Fabien slavia a haid-earned y.ctory 

Barthez and went in off the in Group S over Ire and as his after three ™ 

surprised Laslandes’ shin. team racked its delayed start sixth gttti 

Johan Micoud scored the to the European Champion- nauona . for firaziI 

%$&?*** ^ ba " ^ Marcos Lunco hi, his 


in an exhibition match. 

Olaf Marshall scored for 
Germany in the 5 2d minute 
after Michael Reiziger had 
given the Dutch a well -de- 
served lead in die 22vL 
Police reported no inci- 
dents between rival fans. ' 

i API Reuters. AFP) 
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SPORTS 


[or Sammy: The National League MVP 


frth Juan Gonzalez of the 
acre having won the 
-ague award a day earli- 

J the first time that Latin 

players swept both MVP 

Itha nrMiiAnn - . r* 


[*e^revi°us 67 years of 


filters voting, Latin 
[ won eight times. 

5 of thi 


lative of the Dominican 
is only the third Latin 
r - win the NL award, 
femente won in I 966 and 


baseball people and members of the 
news media alike — believed he 
should be the NL MVP because he 
set the record with 70 home runs. 
But Sosa supporters argued that 
there was a difference between play- 
er of the year, which some concede 
McGwire might have been, and 


most valuable player 

clearly si 


in 1967. George 

r til, v, no was the " * 


,iirs"t-piace 

points. 

arwhelmingly 
. helped make 


r the AL MVP in 1987, 

fnad been the only Dominican to win 
an MVP award. 

The one-sided nature of the vote 
is not likely to defuse the debate that 
has raged and will continue to rage 

mu*T rha .L.: .r 


over the appropriate choice for the 
award. McGwire snpt 


re supporters — fans. 


The voters clearly sided with the 
Sosa supporters who Credited the 
Chicago Cubs’ right-fielder for 
sparling his team to a wild-card 
berthas the seconctplace team in die 
NL Central Division. The St. Louis 
Cardinals. McGwire's team, were 
never in the race despite h is un- 
precedented. production. 

The Cubs would have joined the 
Cardinals among the also-rans with- 
out Sosa, who had £6 home runs, a 


major-league- leading 158 runs bat- 
ted in and a .308 batting average. 
McGwire drove in 147 runs, batted 
.299 and led the majors in walks 
(162), on-base percentage (.470.1 
and slugging percentage t.752). 

The McGwire-Sosa home run 
contest helped revive interest in ma- 
jor league baseball which had 
lagged since the 1994-95 strike. 
Their joint pursuit of Roger Mans's 
1961 record of 61 home runs cap- 
tivated old fans and created new 
ones as it commanded daily atten- 
tion throughout the much of the 
world. 

Because McGwire was the 
primary focus of that attention, 
some felt he should be rewarded for 
his value in bringing baseball back. 
But Sosa took the interest to an even 


higher level and inspired Mc- 
Gwire. 


Throughout their remarkably 
friendly rivalry, Sosa said that Mc- 
Gwire was "the man ' ‘ and would be 
the one to break the record and hold 
it at the end of the season. He was 
right on both counts. But Sosa also 
said he had other priorities such as 
helping the Cubs reach the playoffs 
and winning the MVP award. He 
achieved both. 

Moises Alou of Houston, a fellow 
countryman of Sosa, finished third 
in the balloting with 215 points and 
was the only other player who was 
named on all 32 ballots. 

Greg Vaughn of San Diego was 
fourth with 185 points, Craig Biggio 
of Houston fifth with 1 63 and Andres 
Galarraga of Atlanta sixth with 147. 


ten by Sosa, Japanese Star Dreams of Playing in U.S. 


By Tim Noonan 

InitriuiMiuil Herald Tnhtmc 


r OKYO — From the moment 
his plane landed in Tokyo, 
Sammy Sosa was engulfed in 
sea of flashbulbs, microphones 
1 endless adulation. 

"Tm kind of surprised with all the 
mrion I have received in Japan,” 
d the Chicago Cubs slugger whose 
ne-nm duel with Mark McGwire 
i summer elevated both to levels 
international fame rarely enjoyed 
baseball players. “It’s a little 
•whelming." The Japanese 
pensity to heap praise on star atb- 
-s is not limited to Sosa, however. 
Ichiro Suzuki, a 25 -year-old out- 
der with the Orix Blue Wave, the 
lia circus consuming Sammy 
:red a welcome respite, 
n his first five full seasons, the 
cv Suzuki has won five Pacific 
gue batting titles and three raost- 
tabJe-player awards. Telegenic 
engaging, Suzuki has a .350 
■er batting average and a dev- 
ringiy accurate and powerful 
•wing arm and may run the bases 
er than any professional baseball 


player in the world. He also carries 
the considerable burden of being tbe 
most celebrated and recognizable 
sportsman in Japan. 

While almost all the Japanese all- 
star players were simply hoping to 
make a good showing against a team 
of U.S. major leaguers they played in 
exhibition games over the past 
couple of weeks. Suzuki was au- 
ditioning for a larger role. 

“‘I want to be the first player to 
show what Japanese barters can do 
in the major leagues/' Suzuki said. 

Buoyed by the recent success of 
the pitchers Hideo Nome and 
Hidefci Irabu, a number of Japanese 
professionals are eager to follow 
them to the V.S. major leagues. 
While a number of scouts are im- 
pressed by Kazuhiro Sasaki, a 
Yokohama Bay Stare relief pitcher 
with 45 saves and an earned -run 
average of 034 last season, .no 
everyday Japanese player has yet 
been signed by an American team. 
Jamie Moyer, a Seattle Mariners 
he her who played for the visiting 
■S. team, said be was impressed 
with Suzuki -‘Ichiro is very, com- 
posed and has good bar control.' * he 


said. ‘Tm not sure there is anyone in 
the major leagues faster from home 
to first base." Moyer said he fell 
Suzuki was ready for the majors. 

'According to the ranking system 
used by scouts from U.S. teams. Su- 
zuki would be among the top four or 
five defensive outfielders in the ma- 
jors. There are doubters, however. 
Sadaharu Oh, the Japanese home-run 
legend, said players in his country 
were still far behind American major 
leaguers when it came to bat speed. 
But he said that with more exposure 
to superior competition, Suzuki 
could develop the necessary skills. 


S 


M ike Hargrove, the Cleve- 
land Indians’ manager and 
skipper of the visiting U.S. 
major-league squad, was not over- 
whelmed with Suzuki. 

“He’s above average as a runner, 
and he has an above-average arm in 
right field," Hargrove said. "Still, I 
would see him as a fourth outfielder 
on a major league ream.” 

Suzuki was a pitcher in high 
school in his native Nagoya, but in his 
final year at school he led all batters 
in Japan. The Blue Wave drafted him 


and switched him to the outfield. He 
then spent his first two years of pro- 
fessional baseball as a struggling 
teenager bouncing back and forth be- 
tween the minors and Orix. Shozo 
Doi. the Blue Wave manager, was 
put off by what he perceived as the 
player's indifference. 

But when the team hired Akira 
Ogi as its manager, Ogi immediately 
promoted Suzuki, and the 20-year- 
old responded by hitting .385 — a 
Pacific League record — and win- 
ning most-vaiuaWe-pIayer honors. 
Ogi also urged Suzuki to use only 
the name Ichiro, reasoning that there 
were many Suzukis in Japan but 
there would be few Ichiros. 

Suzuki fetishes talking to foreign 
media, but when he speaks to the 
Japanese press his responses are 
terse and brief. He has seen every 
aspect of his private life reported 
here and every detail of his per- 
formance scrutinized. While he is 
too gracious to be openly hostile, it 
is clear ihat he yearns to escape from 
his Japanese fishbowl existence. 


He says meeting Michael Jordan 
in Chicago was a thrill 


for him. The 
basketball superstar gave Suzuki an off the 


autographed pair of shoes and some 
advice. “Michael told me that fans 
are always going to expect more 
than you are capable of doing." 
Suzuki said. "He said to be true to 
yourself and don't give more than is 
possible. Michael then w ished me 
good luck.” 

The .Americans won the seven- 
game series, which ended Sunday, 
five games to two. and Sosa wowed 
the hosts. Every one wanted a piece of 
Sammy — who broke the major- 
league home run record this year wi th 
66 but still finished second to Mc- 
Gwire, ’who hit 70. Five of Japan’s 
most famous sumo wrestlers de- 
scended upon his squad's clubhouse 
in hope of saying hello. 

Suzuki who hit .380 and stole 
seven bases in the series, recognizes 
that his fate is tied to his club's 
willingness to release him. Under 
the Japanese system, a player is not a 
free agent until he has completed 
nine full seasons. “I would just like 
to play at the highest level in the 
world,” he said “I don't need to be 
the No. I player to be there. 1 just 
want to play where I can be relaxed 
field ! 


as well as on." 
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Phoenix's Greg Adams, left, being grabbed by 
Vancouver's Mattias Ohlund. who was penalized. 


Waite Carries Coyotes 
Over the Canucks, 4-2 


The Assunuieil Pie.vs 

The Phoenix Coyotes 
continued their fast start to 
the season with a victory 
over Vancouver. 

The Coyotes conquered 
the visaing Canucks. 4-2, 
on Wednesday night to 
move into a tie with the 
Dallas Stars atop tbe Pa- 
cific Division and stretch 


NHL Roundup 


their unbeaten streak to 
nine games. Jimmy Waite 
made 28 saves for the 
Coyotes, who have allow ed 
no more than two goals in 
12 consecutive games. 

Capitals 4, Maple Leafs 1 

Jan Bulis scored his firsr 
two goals of the season and 
assisted on another, leading 
host Washington over 
Toronto. 


Bulis. having missed the 
Capitals' first 13 games 
with an ankle injury, was 
playing in his third contest 
since reluming and turned 
in the first multigoal effort 
of his career. 

Red Wings 6, Oilers 2 

Steve Yzerman had two 
goals and an assist as De- 
troit won in Edmonton. 

Yzerman. Aaron Ward 
and Vyacheslav Kozlov 
scored in the first period for 
the Red Wings. 

Mighty Ducks 3, Rangers 

1 Marty Mclnnis scored the 
go-ahead goal on a third- 
period power play as host 
Anaheim beat New York. 

Sharks 5, Kings 4 Tony 
Granato's two third-period 
goals and Jeff Priesen’s 
Two-goal, one-assist per- 
formance lifted San Jose 
over visiting Los Angeles. 


COREBOARD 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHL Standings 
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53 44 

42 35 
39 47 
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52 45 
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WZPMMMT MOLTS 

Detroit 3 8 3-6 

E itoMB t ou 10 1— 3 

Fkst Plata* D-Yzennon 7 CUdstrwa 
Mwpbtf. 2 D-Mfanl \ 2 E-Mumr 5 
(HomtaO 4 D-KozJev2 (Murphy, HaSnsfrwn) 
(ppi- Second Period: None. TMrri Parted: D- 
Lnpofefle 4 (Brown Murphy) 6. D-Yramon 8 
(McCarty) 7. D- Fedorov 4 (YtamiarL- 
Erttusnnl & E-Pofl 1 (Kowdnbx Beanefc) 
(pp). Shots on goat D- 7-8-11-26. E- 7-5- 
9—2!- Goaltt.'DCbgCMLE'Essmsfl. 
Vancouver -..18 1-2 

Rhomb 2 0 2-4 

Fint Period: V-ScoKtad 3 {KkrtTBcnwiy 
2 P-ToaiWt6 (TLnctwi*. RoenkkJ (pp).X P- 
. Nuamnan 2 (Roentdt. ToccheO Second 
Ported; None. TbU Period; P-fcbtter 1 
fTocrtet Tventovtary) & P -Drake 2 
{Kooolek, TbtdnU & V-Zezel 4 (Htnciuft) 
Shots on sodi.V- W-W-30. P- 7-13-7-27. 
GaDeKV-Sou* Minch. P-WWto. ' 

M.Y. Rangers ... -'81 .0—1 

Anaheim . - ■ 9 1 2—3 

Fhst PrM.Nom. Seated Period: A- 
RuccMn-5 2 New Jfosfc. S urefali oBt 4 
IGrtaMe y. tovotev) TMrt Period: A-Mclm* 
5 Wartyo. RncchW (pp). 4 A-Kortyo 9 
CRkxNa} tan), stmts enfoal: New Ytoh 13- 
10-7-30, A- 7-2-7— W. Geafiee: New Ytafc 
(UcMecAMctaft " 

Lot Angelas . • \ ' 8 .31—4 

Sob Jos* ■ -12 2-6 

First Perterfc 5J<Murphy 3 Ofartorv 
StamO Second Ported: SJ.-Fite«n4 3.JLA.- 
. RobltaS* 10 (Manny, UOonndD 4 ULr 
Munoy 7 (LacuM 5, 5J.-F(ftwn 7 
nikhoOs. Notat) (pp). & LJL-MBnny 8 
rvteheoo, Lepoce) (sh). Thtrd Portorb UA.- 
jMJnen 3 CTsyptataW Oudwsne) (pp). 8. 
SJ.-Graoota 3 (Frtesea Rouert 9. Son Jose, 
Gnnxdo 4 (STutnO (sW. Shota onyoatLA- 
10-8-12 — 30- SJ.- 12-12-16-ta Gocdtes 
LAAj&xx. SJ.-Vemoa 


Tomato 108-1 

WasUngtoa . - 0 2 1-4 

first Period: Toronto, D.KJng 7 (Johnson. 
AACCailky) (pp). Second Pelted: 
WoehtegtoiL2eifnar7 (BufcJ.i WoGhtepton, 
Bolls l, 4 W-BeOs 2 (Zednft, Reekie) ThW 
Period: WfostangtoiL Ooles 5 (penalty Mot) 
Shots oo pool: Toronto, 1 1 -6-10—27. 
Washington, 6-15-9— 3a GoaUts: Toronto, 
Joseph. WnshteQtoa Kobfe. 


BASKETBALL 


— -• EtffiOLEAGOE 


. . ■ OroepC 

Alba SeiSn 73, Kteder Botejno 72 
CSKA Moscow 66. Zndor, CroaSa. 68 
(ffltwspoc Turiu 79 Ofyrap Pteteui Gib. 89 
. . aroupD . 

Teams. Botogna 84 VUleurhame. Fr„ 61 
Soroanv JhtMia, 8ft Real Madrid 109 


U.S. Colleges Scores 


Korsos St. 76. Washburn 60 

Kerri 67, Youngstown St 54 

OMo St 61. Robert Morris 49 

Louisiana Tech 72, Baylor 63 

OruJ Roberts 71, Arkansas SI. 66 

Texas Christton 7* New Orleans 61 

Tulsa BA Jackson St. 45 

Air Force 8S. Reals 68 

Son Franasco 71. UC Santo Barbara 7® 

St Marys, Cal. 75 San Jose SI. 56 
FSUIASONNTT 
FIRST BOUND 

SW Mtasowi SL 72. Missouri 69 
Stantarri84 del. South. Methodist 51 
OUAHTEHF1NALS 
St Johns 71 Massachusetts a 
Purdue 84 Gonzogo o8 
North Carolina 65 Georpio 58 
constnoN 

Miami 1 15 Upstate Basketball 90 

WOMEN 
TOP 33 

No. 11 Notre Dome (2-01 det. Butler 71 -60. 
No. 22 UC Santo Barbva (1-8) det. North- 
western 1D1 -89. 


PGA Grand Slam of Golf 


THHD PLACE 
Honduras Z El Salvador 1 

FUN 04 FIRST IMYIStOM 

Monaco 0. Bordeaux 2 


TRANSITIONS 


- WEDNESDAY M KAUAI. HAWAII 
FINAL 

Tiger Woods, U5, del. Vitay Singh Ffl. 2-op 
THIRD PLACE 

Lee Jornea UL det Mrrt OMecna U5. l-up 


TENNIS 


Chase Championships 


7. Temple CM) det Mb5l«sippl68-S2 
-9. IIM O-l) tael to Utah Stale 62-54 
21* indteno (4-40 det Mofaonn-Kim. 91 -54 
UDMnCOUMIKOHt 
Columbia 69. NJ. Tech 58 
Dartmouth W, Vermont 64 
Harvard 62, Boston CoQoge 61 
Italy Cross 62, Horttonl 58 
totayteto 64 Princeton 47 
QulnnTptoC&4 Army 63 
Seton HoB Si DfBiceJ 70 
Temple A& Mississippi S2 
. Georpetown 85 Georgia St 68 
N. Carofioa St 87, Ccamtaed 36 
OW Oombdon 83, Hampton 69 
’ Wake Forest 82, UNC-Greensboro 45 
E. lfflnois 7a Indteno St S3 
IfflnotaSL ta W& -Green Bay 49 


RUGBY UNION 


WORST* COP OtfAUFTWG 


IN DUBLIN. RELAND 

Romania 27, Georgia 23 

STAMOmaSc I feta nd 3 points; Rom on to 1 
Georgia 0 

Iretand ond Rommeo guoWied 1999 tinots. 
Georgia go into repechage. 

anoupz 

M HUODERSPELD. ENGLAND 
Italy 67, Netwiands 7 
STAMNNOS: England 3 pointar Italy i 
Nethertomto 0. 

England and Italy qooflfied lor 1999 ffnab. 
Nethertonds go brio repechage. 


GROUPS 
ARianta a Greece 0 

standings: Latvia 6 points Greece 5' 
Norway 4 Slooenio 4- Georgia 3S AtbcrHa 2. 
GROUPS 

Northern Ireland Z Mokkwo 2 
STANDINGS: Finland 6 pomto; T urkey «; 
Northern Ireland * Gemony 5- Moldova 1 . 
GROUPS 

Son Marino 5 Cyprus 1 
stam p i n g *- . Austria 7 points.- Cyprus 4 
Israel 4i5pain% San Marina 0. 

GROUP! 

Motto l, Macedonia? 

Yugoslavia 1, Ireland 0 
standings: 'retard 6 paints. Croatia 6, 
Macedonia t; Yugoslavia i Marta a 

FBI IMPLY INTERNATIONALS 

England Z Czech Republic 0 
Germany i, Netherlands 1 
Hungary Z Swftreriand 0 
Italy 2, Spain 2 
Luxembourg a Belgium 0 
Portugal Z Israel 0 
Broril 5 Russia 1 

HLHF 'PC, TOORHAMf NT 
WEDNESDAY M LOO ANGELES 
FWAL 

Guatemala 1 Medco 2 


WEDNESDAY IN NEW YORK 
SI NOUS 
FIRST ROUND 

Monrai Seles |5>. U5. del. Anna 
KoumiLova, Russia 6 -a. 6-3. 

• Lindsay Davenport 111. U5. del. Sandrine 
Testud, France. 4-6, 7-4, (7-4). 6^L 

DOUBLES 

OUAFTERFMALS 

Yayuk BasukL Indonesia and Caroline Vb, 
Netherlands, det. Martina Hingrs, Switz- and 
Jono Novotna Czech R. (1 ). 6-4 2-a 6-4. 

Alexandra Pusoi and Nathalie Tauziat 
France (4), def. Elena Likhovtseva. Russia 
and Ai S uglyama, Javan 4-6. W, 6-4. 

ATP Doubles CHAMNONStffi* 

WEDNESDAY IN HARTFORD. CONN. 

OREEM GROUP 

Jorro Ettingh and Paul Haorhuis The 
Metheriands (1), det. Elds Ferreira, South 
Atnca and Rick Leach- U.S. IS), b-A- 6-4. 

ORvief Derattre ow Fabrire Santoro 
Ranee 171, def. Todd Woodbridge, and Mark 
Woodtorde. Austraha I3l, 6-7 (7-D. e-5 6-4. 
GOLD GROUP 

Mark Knouries. Bahamas, and Daniel 
Nestor, Canada (4). def. Sandon Stolle. Aut, 
rwtS Cyril SuK Czech R I6L 2-a t~A 6-2. 

Dan Johnson, and Fransisco Montana 
U5. (8), def. Mahesh Bhupathl and Leonder 
Poes. Indio 12), 3-4 44 7-6 (7-41. 


MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

A l— A nnounced Bob Gibson will advise AL 
presideni Gene Bud'rg an dtedplmory de- 
cisions next season 

anaheim — Added RHP Mark Harrigcc. 
RHP Ramon Otto and LHP Scott Schoene- 
weis to 40-man roster. Signed RHP Brett 
Grebe. RHPMfchoei Homing, RHP Luis Ftote 
RHP Norman Montoya RHP Kevin Lomoa 
RHP Jett Ware. RHP Mike Fvihte. RHP Kevin 
Trovtmoa RHP Travis Thurmond, RHP Mike 
Bovee. RHP Joe Jacobsen; LHP De5erm 
Warren. LHP Darren Winstart C-1B-3B Stove 
Decker: 3B Tim Unroe; 3B-SS Jett Husott IB- 
OP Benii Simorttoa OF Edrfie Chtfetiore OF- 
1 B-3B Jason Herrick. SS Loyce Covef L 

Toronto— R elea&ed RHP Shannon 

Withem. Bought conrracts of RHP Leonao 
Estrella from Hogerstown. SAL, RHP Isabel 
Giron Irom Knwville,SUand LHP John Bala 
INF Joe Lawrence. INF Casey Blake and OF 
Peter Toco from Dunedin FSL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

N.Y.MET5- Agreed to terms with LHP Den- 
nis Cook on 3-year contract Named Tim 
TeuleL Lorry Doughty and Erwin Btyont 
scoufc- 

PITTSBURGH— Acquired OF Brian Giles 
from Clevetand tor L HP Ricardo Rincon 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

buffalo— C laimed LB Wayne Simmons 
ott wolvere from Kansas City. 

Oakland— Waived LB John Henry Mills 
from Injured reserve. Pul DB Eric Alien on 
injured reserve Signed DB Bucky Brooks. 

HOCKEY 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

NHL— Suspended Florida LW Peter Worn* 


tor 3 games without pay, and fined him SI ,000 
tor elbowing Pittsburgh F Alexei Morozov in 
Nov. 14 game. 

NASH vutE— Assigned G Tomas Vokmin la 
Mawaukee IHL. Recalled G Eric Fkhaud 
from Milwaukee. 

N Y. RAHGERS-Ag reed toierms with O Erk. 

Calms. 

it. Lours— Assigned C Marty Reosaner to 
Worcester, AHL 

SAN JOSE— Suspended D Andrei Zyuzin 
otter he refused assignment to Kentucky. 
AHL Pecolled D Alejandro Boikov tram 
Kentucky. 

Ottawa — Recalled D Sami Solo tram De- 
IwiratlhelHL. 

TAMPA BAY— Recalled D Androi Skoplnt- 
sev and L'.V Brent Peterson tram Cleveland. 
IHL Suspended DMichalSykoraindefimtety 
wilhoul pay tor refusing to report ta Cleve- 
land. 

VANCOUVER— RecaBed D Chris McAllister 
(mm Syracuse. AHL Waned C Brandon Con- 
very. 

COLLEGE 

NCAA-Put LSUs mens basketball team on 
3 years probation including inehgtbRily far 
this ynars postseason and loss at 2 schol- 
arships a yeor for 3 three yeore. because 
booster payed former (HayerLesterEart. LSU 
will also forfeit S victories Earl played In. 

WESTS RM ATHLETIC CONFeRENCE-SuS- 
pended San Diego State DE Antwone Young 
1 game tor fighting and striking official in 
game against San Jose State. 

MID-CONTINENT CONFERENCE— Suspen- 
ded 5 or/Mem Utah F Chad Bey 2 frames for 
fighting in a Nov. 14 game. 

CLEMSOM— Fired Tommy West toatooll 
coach eft edive at end of season. 

LOYOLA. ILLINOIS-Suspended F Ahrta 
PobUKon indefinitely from the mens b®- 
k el ball team tor noiating teom roles. 
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Spain’s Treasure Chest 


Stories to Tell: Growing Up as Castro’ 


By A1 Goodman 

Sc* K/rt liwii i , r n r i, e 

M ADRID — The govern- 
ment finally unveiled 
the winning design for the 
most controversial part of the 
long-delayed expansion of 
the Prado Museum, but on the 
day of the announcement Iasi 
week, the winner. Rafael Mo- 
neo, was out of town. 

He was in New York to 
present his addition for (he 
Museum of Fine .Arts in 
Houston, one of his big U.S. 
projects, which also include 
the SI 00 million Our Lady of 
the Angels Cathedral under 
construction in Los Angeles. 

Moneo. 61. is arguably 
Spain's best -known architect, 
and now he must enlarge this 
country's most famous mu- 
seum. *a treasure chot of art 
plagued by years of official 
indecision over modernisa- 
tion. He says he and the mu- 
seum are a perfect match. 

“I have visaed the Prado 
since I was a child and know 
well its problems, so for me 
it's a great source of satis- 
faction and responsibility.' * he 
said recently. "I'd like to put 
my architectural experience at 
the service of this project." 

The Prado project, after 
two decades of debate, is more 
modest than earlier drafts. But 
it still aims to expand the 179- 
year-old museum from two 
buildings m five, in hopes of 
better showcasing its unpar- 
alleled collection of Velaz- 
quez. Goya. HI Greco, Rubens 
and Hieronymus Bosch. It 
will also allow the museum to 
display hundreds of paintings 
now- in storage. 

Parliament promised in 
1995 to removp politics from 
the state-run Prado, and to 
start by fixing the leaky roof 
of the neoclassical rectangu- 
lar main building. It was de- 
signed by Juan de Villanueva 
and has been used since the 


museum opened in 1819. 

The S 14 million roof work 
has forced the 1656 Velaz- 
quez masterpiece "Las Alen- 
inas” to change galleries 
twice. But in the process, new 
space was created on the re- 
mote third floor to exhibit 
18th-century European an. 

Moneo will guide the ex- 
pansion's most "closely scru- 
tinized phase, to cost at Iea>t 
$25 million. In the first major 
addition in decades to the 
main building, he will add a 
glass-roofed foyer that will 
contain shops and the cafe- 
teria. removing them from the 
main building and making 
more room for galleries. 


The wedge-shaped foyer, 
in mm. will connect the main 
building to Moneo 's planned 
Prado addition on the street 
behind. That new structure, 
with iw-o underground levels 
topped by a four-story cube of 
red brick, will house tempo- 
rary exhibitions, the library 
and restoration workshops. ' 

The addition w ill incorpor- 
ate the stone ruins of the 17th- 
century cloisters that royalty 
once used as a spiritual retreat. 
The Roman Catholic Church 
ceded the cloisters to the mu- 
seum. but the adjacent Jeron- 
imos Church w ill stay open for 
worship and for royal cere- 
monies and society weddings. 

The architectural competi- 
tion's jury lauded Moneo's 
plan 3s "discreet and con- 
trolled" in linking the main 
building to the cloisters in the 
aristocratic neighborhood. 

Moneo has designed half a 
dozen other museums, in- 
cluding the rehabilitation in 
Madrid of the Villahermosj 
Palace for the Thyssen- 
Bomemisza Museum, which 
the Prado once coveted for its 
ow n expansion. He beat eight 
other competitors in the con- 
test run by the government. 


By Mina Ojito 

rrw.' Scr ;cc 

N EW YORK — The only daugh- 
ter of FiJei Castro walked into a 
midrow n French restaurant looking 
disheveled, oa: of sons, lost. 

She was or. hour and 20 minutes 
late. She said she'd lost her way io 
Times Square on the subway. 

Lake her father. Alma Fernan- 
dez. 42. nos iong fingers and a 
darkness in her ey es ihai makes her 
appear distrustful. Unlike her fa- 
ther. she has no power, no money, 
no home, not even a famous last 
name. Bui she has stories to tell. 

.And. a> the children of famous 
men and women often do. Fernan- 
dez has w rittea a book that has jusi 
been released — a tantalizing pros- 
pect for an v one who is curious 
about the private life of Castro. 

Yet very little in the book is 
about Castro himself. "Castro's 
Daughter: .An Exile's Memoir of 
Cuba." which ha- just been pub- 
lished in the United States, is the 
story of Fernandez and the Cuba 
she knew for aunM 40 years, the 
year- her father has been in power. 

"Il is my biography, not his." 
she said. "But ii j> his name that 
-ells, not mine." 

Fernandez, who said she never 
had her father's direct telephone 
number, visited his house only 
once and >pen: very little Lime with 
him and his family . seven sons by 
three worrier.. Sir.ee she left Cuba in 
1995. disguised as a Spanish tourist 
with a raise rassron. the two have 
not spoken. she said. 

Bui even before she left, rela- 
tions were strained, m ran because 
-he did not like Castro as a father or 
as a political leader. In 1989. w hile 
still living in Cuba. Fernandez 
began to criticize Castro's govern- 
ment publicly ar.d became a fixture 
in the di— idem movement. 

"I'm ;ust another exile with a 
story to te:'V she -aid. eyeing her 
bowl of ictiuce with suspicion. 
"I'm nervou- today . and when I'm 
nervous I can't eat*” 

Fernandez ordered a tuna salad, 
but she had the waiter return it to 


the kitchen. Too big. she said. In- 
stead. she asked for a glass of red 
wine. She fingered her cigarettes 
nervously and. as soon as the lunch 
crowd had left, she lighted up and 
asked for coffee. 

She has long had a troubled re- 
lationship with food. She said she 
was anorexic for a while and was 
once so sick that one of her four 
former husbands may have saved 
her life bv putting bits of half- 
chewed food into her mouth, as if 
she were a bird. 

"It is not easy being Fidel 
Castro's da ugh ter/' she said with a 
sigh- “In Cuba or here. When 
people see the child of their ex- 
ecutioner, it reminds them of him. 
When I see his victims. I can't help 
feeling some tension, some guilt.” 

There was pain in her voice, and 
a touch of boredom, too. as she told 
her story. Fernandez was bom in 
1956. from a liaison between 
Castro and Natalia Revuelta. a 
beautiful, rich socialite married to a 
doctor. Orlando Fernandez, who 
cave Alina his last name. 

Revuelta fell in love with Castro, 
who was then married to a w oman 
named Myna Diaz-Balart. in the 
heyday of the insurrection that pro- 
pelled’ him to power in 1959. The 
two met when Revuelta. who knew 
that Castro was an opposition lead- 
er. sent him a key to an apartment 
she kept in a ritzy Havana neigh- 
borhood so that he could use it to 
plan his underground - activities. 

When Castro was caught and 
sent to prison in 1 955. Revuelta and 
Castro corresponded in secret until, 
one day. he mailed to his wife a 
lener intended for Revuelta and 
vice versa. Diaz-Balon filed for 
divorce and later left the country'. 

Once Castro seized control of the 
government. Fernandez also left 
The country, with the couple's older 
daughter. Natalie, leaving Revuelta 
in Havana with Alina. While 
Casiro visited his mistress and 
daughter quite often in the early 
years of the revolution, he never 
offered to marry Revuelta and nev- 
er treated his daughter as such. 

By the ti me he offered to give his 
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Alina Fernandez: *‘i want it to end with the book.** •• • 


daughter his last name, it was too 
late. Alina, then 12, told him she 
preferred hers. 

As her book makes clear, 
Fernandez was the victim -of her 
father's mood swings. Sometimes 
he appeared to care for her. most 
times, he ignored her. On occasion 
he brought her gifts. Balzac’s com- 
plete works in French and a doll; 
that looked like Jum. A feu- times, 
he called her to the presidential 
palace to admonish her for her re- 
bellious character. But Fernandez 
said, there was no pattern to his 
behavior, making it impossible for 


her to even attempt to please him; 

.“I lived my life as if I were any 
other Cuban in a country with no- 
food. no. electricity, no good-pay- 
ing jobs, no freedom to move, not 
even freedom to leave if you didn*t 
like ii,** she said. “Being his 
daughter meant only that I was 
watched all the time.” 

But it also meant that despite her 
rebelliousness and obvious dislike- 
of her father’s government, she was 
never jailed, as many dissidents 
were. Nor was her life like everyone 
else's. Jobs were; available when ' 
she wanted them, and competitive 


, thatTN 
was putitsheOTk 
daughter. In Cuak 
dez was resentedflt 
; not tike tier fath^Kj^ 
who wished they ‘Ik. 

Castro and. mjustrustePby 
everyone else! She had fevB 
and even fewer privileges; 

- “If. the world* knew tbfV 
about the history' of tins' youSh 
j woman,-, perhaps ' her 'siniariair 
would be different," he wrote in a 
’’newspaper column in ^1988, tije 
year Fernandez began her desper- 
ate attempt to leave Cuba^ 

Ai the time, she was married to a 
Mexican citizen . and^wahted . to .. 

: navel to Mexico.. Her fattier denied 
her request! The manpge eritied in 
divorce, EventuaDy.aidedbySpan- 
ish friends with ties to human rights 
groups, she left Cuba — and her , 
only child, a danghter, Mumin. Soon j 
after,; Castro allowed his grand- ■ 
daughter to leave. Now 20. Mumiraj2 
lives iii Miami with her father. “ 
After a brief stay in New York, 
Fernandez moved to Spain. She 
now lives In Madrid, the one place 
where ishfr has found a measure of 
peace, and where, she says, she. 
hopes she will -one day be able to 
' stop talking, about the man people 
call her father and she! calls Fidel. 

"I want it tpend with the book." 
she;said._;“But if ir doesn't, Tv'e 
come to terms with it.” 
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Alice McDermott Wins National Book Aicard 

.*.,•11 h -rl Time , Sen i . e 

N EW YORK — Alice McDemioti. the author of “Charming Billy ."a no* e! 

about Irish- Americans and the way a lost love can continue to hacn; a tile, 
was the surprise winner of the National Book Award for fiction 
The expected w inner had been Tom Wolfe's "A Man in Full." a book about 
race and real estate in the New South. "Charming Billy" also beat another 
strong contender. ' ‘ Damascus Gate' ' by Robert Stone, the -lory of a conspiracy 
to blow up the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 

The chairman of the judging panel for fiction. Thomas Mellon, said 
"Charming Billy" had “a voice like nothing we could recall. It found u>. U was 
what we kept hearing.' ’ 

McDermott, who live- in Washington, ua> a National Book Award f:.*ia!:>: 
in 1987 for her novel "Thai Night." 

The nonfiction award went to Edward Ball for his first book. "Slaves in :he 
Family." about his search for the descendants of the slaves owned by his 
ancestors in South Carolina and his attempt to confront ihe moral burden of 
slavery. Ball, who was a columnist for The Village Voice, -aid he planned to 
use a fourth of his book's earnings to sei up a foundation w ith both black and 
white members "to create restitution programs we design together." 

The winner of ihe poetry award was Gerald Stem for "This Time: New and 
Selected Poems." a summary of a lifetime's work of poems about the ct:y. 
memory and faith. 

Louis Sachar won the award for young people's literature for "Holes." a 
humorous story of a teenager who is wrongly sent !o a detention center. 

Each winner received $10,000. and Si. 000 each went to the runner— ur 
The National Book Foundation, which admin i- ter- the awards, gave Jahr 
Updike, author of 49 books, the 1998 National Book Foundation Meda! for 
Distinguished Contribution to American Letters and S 10/ifX' 


PEOPLE 


M ICKEY MOUSE, the animated rodent in 
short pants, has turned 70. To mark the oc- 
casion. the Disney sTudio plans a four-hour birth- 
day broadcast to" be shown on two of its cable 
television channels. The company also unveiled a 
pawling by John Hencb. the official portrait artist 
of Mickey Mouse. Hench first put the mouse on 
canvas in 1 953 for Mickey's 25th birthday. Mickey- 
Mouse was bom on Nov. 18. 1928. in a cartoon 
entitled "Steamboat Willie" in which his creator. 
M alt Disney, was also his voice. Walt Disney once 
described Mickey Mouse as "a little fellow try ing 
:o do the besi he "could." At the beginning. Disney 
wanted to call his new creation "Mortimer." but 
apparently was overruled by his wife, who said the 
name lacked charm. She suggested "Mickey." 


The acior Alain Delon has lost a bid to block 
publication of a biography of him. A judge in Paris 

ruled ;hz; a bon imposed in August on Bernard A Stradivari us violin was sold for £529.500 
Violet is contrary to freedom of expression because i S8S4.000I in London, below the price hoped for by 
me final contents of the book are uncertain. Delon. Christie's auction house. It was bought by an anon- 
wny seen a synopsis, accused Violet of being a ymous private buyer over the telephone. Of about 
" jpelunker of the garbage can" ro get information. 1 .000 \ ioiins mode by the Italian instrument-maker - 


ping fortune, anended a memorial service to mark 
the 1 0th anniversary of her mother’s death. The 1 3- 
year-oid granddaughter of the late shipping mogul 
Aristotle Onassis placed 38 roses on her mother’s 
grave, representing Christina Onassis* age at die 
time of her death. Her father. Thierry Roussel, 
accompanied her to the Ionian Sea island of Skor- 
pios. a family spokesman said.- 


The French magazine Void has been orderedjo 
pay S 1 22*00 in damages to Trevor Rees- Jones, the 
bodyguard of Diana. Princess of Wales, for pub- 
lishing an “interview" he says never took place. 
The magazine was also ordered by a conn in Paris to 
publish the ruling in its next issue. Rees- Jones was 
the sole survivor of the 1 997 eras fa that killed Diana. 
Dodi al Fayed and their driver. Henri PanL 


Athina Roussel, the heiress to the Onassis ship- 


Antonio Stradivari from 1 670 to 1730. only 450 to 
500 are still in circulation. One of them fetched a 
record £947.500 at auction in London in ApriL 
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John Hench with his portrait of Mickey Mouse. 
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